Thomas Paine Themed Tour of Paris
by Margaret Downey
Two years ago, the Thomas Paine Foundation/Memorial
Committee (TPFMC) received an allowance to honor the life
and work of Thomas Paine. TPFMC is a project of the
Freethought Society (FS). The committee immediately began
to plan, organize and implement walking tours in the three
countries where Paine had once lived (United States, England
and France).
In 2014, before there was available funding to work with,
the TPFMC committee conducted a “Thomas Paine Walking
Tour” in Philadelphia on behalf of the American Humanist
Association (AHA). There are, however, many other
locations in the United States that can be explored related to
Paine’s life and work. The AHA coordination was done to
provide a 2014 post-national conference activity. The event
worked so well that the TPFMC committee started
outreaching to other organizations to propose the possibility
of co-organizing tours as part of conferencing experiences.
TPFMC imagined tour possibilities in not only the United
States, but also in England and France.
Soon information reached the committee about an
international freethought conference being planned for the
dates of September 21, 22, 23 and 24, 2017 in Paris, France.
The Institute for Research and Studies of Freethought/
International Association of Freethought 2017 conference
seemed the perfect fit for a Thomas Paine themed tour of
Paris. I proposed the Thomas Paine Themed Tour suggesting
that a financial agreement could include an equitable split of
hotel and travel expenses for the people needed to conduct
the tour. The theme of the conference was “Freethought and
Freethinkers, Yesterday and Nowadays,” so our proposal was
a perfect fit. Three people would be needed to successfully
conduct the Paris tour. The plan included hosting Gary
Berton, (a historian, teacher and Thomas Paine expert),
Julien Musolino (professor, author and Paine look alike),
and me (to portray Paine’s longtime French friend, Madame
Marguerite Brazier Bonneville). The photo of us below was
taken at a Paris park as we waited for the taxi to bring us to
the tour starting point.
Berton was pleased to inform the
committee that his travel expenses would
be fully covered by a research grant.
Travel and $50 per day expenses for
myself and Musolino were then approved
by the FS board of directors. The Paris
conference organizers agreed to pay for
the hotel charges. Special thanks to
Roger Lepeix and Phillippe Besson for
their long-distance and detailed
assistance.
After months of researching, script
writing and planning, Musolino and I met
with Berton for a timed rehearsal. We
were pleased when the 1.5 hours of script
time would likely work out exactly right
for the three-hour time slot the French
conference planners had allotted to us.
Besson and Lepeix arranged for van
rentals, drivers, translators, and other

volunteers to be of assistance during the tour.
When Musolino and I arrived in Paris on Wednesday,
September 20th we immediately hired an Uber driver to take
us to each of the planned stops so that the travel time could
be calculated into the program plans. The 1.5 hours of travel
time worked perfectly with the script and we felt confident
that the tour would flow well.
On the day of the tour, we discovered that many of the
streets in Paris were scheduled to be closed due to a raised
terrorism threat level. The van drivers were scrambling to
refigure routes and destination alternatives. Due to a few
more unexpected delays, the tour finally started almost 30
minutes later than originally planned. We were on the road by
3:30 PM. Below is the list of the stops and why they played
an important part in the Paine story. Imagine, as you read the
list of stops below, that Berton provided historical facts,
Musolino spoke the words of Paine as they related to the
location, and I conveyed trivia as only Madame Bonneville
could:
Stop #1
144 rue du Faubourg Saint-Denis
Paine stayed at a hotel on this site.
Madame Pompadour also resided there.
Stop #2
Hôtel Cusset (Mercure), 95 rue de Richelieu
This address was once the James Monroe residence.
Paine stayed with them until 1797.
Stop #3
White’s Hotel, 1 rue des Petits-Pères puis
7 passage des Petits-Pères
This is also the spot where Paine would eventually
be arrested and sent to the Luxembourg prison.
Stop #4
Tuileries, place of the Palais des Tuileries,
vers la place du Carrousel
Paine visited this location in 1781 when
he arrived in Paris for the first time with
John Laurens.
Stop #5
Hôtel de la Monnaie,
11 Quai de Conti
Paine visited the Hotel de la Monnaie
frequently during 1788 and 1789 to meet
with the Marquis de Lafayette and
Thomas Jefferson.
Stop #6
Luxembourg, prison of Luxembourg
15 rue de Vaugirard
This is where the prisoners
of the French Revolution were
detained and where many were
marched to the guillotine.
Paine was detained in Luxembourg from
December 1793 to November 1794.

Stop #7
10 rue de l’Odéon
Paine moved in with printer and writer
Nicholas de Bonneville in the spring of 1797.
Paine lived at this location for five years, until 1802 and
became an important part of the Bonneville family.
Stop #8
Parc Montsouris, Boulevard Jourdan
The Paine statue located at this spot was sculpted by
Gutzon Borglum. It was created when Joseph Lewis
lobbied the French government to commission it.
The Friday afternoon traffic was extremely heavy on the
day of the tour, complicated by more than elevated terrorist
threat levels. Apparently, many Parisians escape the city
while tourists invade the many museums and memorable
sites. The tour was shortened at the fifth stop when the threehour time allowance approached. The rental van contract did
not allow for extending the time. With the printed brochure
in hand, some people on the tour decided to visit the next
three locations on their own at a later time.
The experience was exciting for Berton, Musolino and
myself. We were thrilled to be walking the streets that our
hero also roamed. We learned, however, that tours such as
this can be unpredictable and even with the best laid plans
circumstances can impact time allowances. For events like
these, flexibility is key.
Upon returning to the United States, Berton, Musolino
and I began working on creating a virtual tour of the city that

could be placed on the FS website — easily accessible to
anyone with an interest in visiting the Paris locations on their
own. This plan is a work in progress and an announcement
will be made as soon as the web page is created.
We are also working on a week-long Thomas Paine
Themed Trip to England that will start in London where
there are many sites to see. Tour stops would also include
overnight stays in Thetford (Paine’s place of birth), Lewis
(where he lived for six years), and Margate (a location of
significance in Paine’s work).
Discussions are underway for a future “Walk in the
Footsteps of Thomas Paine” walking tour in Philadelphia as
well as one-day van tours in New Jersey (Morristown and
Bordentown) and in New York (New York City and New
Rochelle). Please watch this publication, the FS Meetup
page, and the FS website for announcements of future tours
and events. Paine’s life was filled with interesting
circumstances and TPFMC members are eager to continue
sharing his ideals.
Donations can help guarantee that these types of
activities will continue. Please consider earmarking a
donation to the TPFMC and help us bring Paine “back to
life” by honoring his life and work.
TPFMC also sponsors public school assemblies and
educational seminars about this great patriot. An assembly
application can be found at:
https://www.ftsociety.org/menu/thomas-paine-memorialcommittee/

Julien Musolino not only brilliantly portrayed
Thomas Paine during the International Association
of Freethought (IAFT) conference, he also delivered
a speech at the closing session.
Paine-themed complimentary souvenirs were made
available to all and are pictured right.
Pictured below are United States citizens Steve
Lowe (right) and Rob Boston (left) having lunch in
Paris during the IAFT conference.
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