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The Freethought Society Sponsorship of a 
Voter Information Table at West Chester University

by Margaret Downey
On Thursday, April 19, 2018, The Freethought Society (FS) hosted a voter information 
table at  West Chester University (WCU) in West  Chester, Pennsylvania. The table was 
open from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM and was located in the Sykes Student  Union Building 
which is used by a large portion of the student  body. Sykes is the center of student life and 
hundreds of students visit  the location each day. On the second floor of Sykes, the Center 
for Student  Involvement (CSI) provides meeting space for student  organizations. The CSI 
is designed to operate as an open and collaborative work/meeting space for all recognized 
student  organizations. The space features a mix of tables, chairs and soft  seating, three 
multi-person work stations, an 18 person conference room (which is available only to 
student  organizations), storage lockers and seven student organization offices. The CSI 
houses the Student  Government Association, Off Campus and Commuter Association, 
Residence Hall Association, Fraternity and Sorority Life, Sexuality and Gender Alliance, 
Leadership Empowerment and Development  and the Multicultural Organization Advisory 
Board. Use of the space is handled by the Sykes Union Student Directors. It was not easy 
to make the arrangements to table at  Sykes, but when we finally were able to make the 
needed connection, the Technical Operations Coordinator, NaQuan Redd immediately 
approved the FS tabling application. 
 The Women’s Suffrage theme voter information tabling project was originally 
scheduled to coincide with Women’s History Month in March, but inclement  weather 
prevented the effort  until the April 19th date. The table was staffed by professionally trained 
actress Marjorie Goldman  and me. Goldman portrayed Susan  B. Anthony. I took on the 
character of Suffragist Alice Paul. The 19th century Women’s Suffrage theme was selected 
to educate students about  the difficulties endured by women as they struggled towards 
obtaining the right to vote. To honor the legacy of these early feminists and voting rights 
heroes, we offered free literature and we conducted one-on-one conversations about the 
importance of registering to vote.  
 Goldman said, “I was pleased to talk to students in the Susan B. Anthony character to 
dramatically emphasize how important it  is to remember and honor the difficulties related 
to the 72-year struggle women endured to get the right to vote.”
 During our tabling, a professor asked me about my character and why we were there. I 
responded by saying, “While Susan B. Anthony started the Women’s Suffrage Movement 
in 1848, the right to vote was not granted until 1920. Alice Paul used dramatic tactics that 
finally ushered in legislation allowing women their rights. She is my hero and I’m happy to 
have had an opportunity to portray her as I speak to interested students.”
 Many students took voter registration information and other free literature. The 
complimentary cookies and snacks on the table were big hits, but we were also thrilled that 
many students asked us for photo opportunities. 
 A blood drive was taking place in a large meeting room near our table, so the foot  
traffic was heavy throughout the day. Coincidently, the blood drive lasted the exact time 
that we had requested for our tabling effort. 
 An art  show was also taking place in another large room nearby. They were offering 
beverages and buffet  type snacks. The students were using a grant  given to them by Joe 
Biden to promote the “It’s On US” anti-harassment campaign designed to specifically 
address potential problems on college campuses. It was an impressive art show and the 
“It’s On Us” volunteers were welcoming and very professional.
 We hope to conduct this tabling effort again before the November 2018 elections.      v
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Pictured above is a full view of both the voter information table and the adjoining Freethought Society table. Between the 
table Marjorie Goldman is standing behind Margaret Downey.

Goldman has been a longtime advocate of history education. Since 1993, Goldman has appeared as Susan B. Anthony  in 
venues that include the National Archives, U.S. Mint, Library of Congress, Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge, League 
of Women Voters, Peddler’s Village (Cock & Bull Restaurant), and the Rocky Mountain Museum of Tennessee.

Downey has been portraying various Suffragist heroes since 1993. Her efforts include participation in bus tours, parades, 
walking tours, special events, theater productions and class instruction. In the above photo she is portraying Alice Paul.

Clusters of pansies were used at the tables. Suffragists chose the pansy to represent  the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 
Shakespeare wrote in Hamlet (Act 4, Scene 5), “And there are pansies, they're for thoughts.” Suffragists handed out free 
pansies during their parades, demonstrations and picketing efforts. They did so to emphasize that their “thoughts are free.”  

Photos of the West Chester University Voter Information Tabling Project

Goldman (left) and Downey 
(right) are holding signs 

that were displayed at the tables.
The signs were created by 
Goshen Signs located in 

West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
The owner has worked closely
with the Freethought Society 

since 2007.

Susan B. Anthony was one of the 
first leaders of the effort for 

women to obtain voting rights 
which started in 1848. When she 
spoke regarding women's rights 

she always wore a red shawl. 
It became her advocacy badge. 

Goldman’s costume recreates the 
dress of that time period.

Downey’s costume is similar to 
what Suffragists wore in the early 
1900s. White dresses were worn 

with a purple and gold sash. 



More Photos of the West Chester University Voter Information Tabling Project

West  Chester University student Jessica Bustard is pictured below 
flanked by Goldman (left) and Downey (right). Bustard spent over 
30 minutes at the table talking about the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement, bible passages, and much more. She enjoyed her visit  so 
much that she circulated photos of all the table items through her 
Instagram account. 

Pictured left, 
Majorie Goldman is holding 
a completed voter registration 

application. 
She thought to bring a roll of 
stamps to speed things along 

for students who took the time 
to fill out the applications 

we had on hand.
Many students took the forms 
and one student told Goldman 

that she was turning 18 
that very day.

At right, Margaret Downey is 
holding a souvenir newspaper 

highlighting stories about 
national Suffrage struggles.



I’m not sure when we started doing 
lockdown drills at  the elementary 
school where I teach third grade. I’ve 
been teaching for 20 years and drills 
are a normalcy for staff and students. 
We have had a few real lockdowns at 
my school over the years. We had a 
drill when firecrackers were heard 
going off in a nearby street. Another 
drill took place when a robbery 
suspect was involved in a shootout 
with police. That incident actually 
occurred a few blocks away from the 
school. We were forced to lockdown 
the entire school that day. I also recall 
a drill when there was minor police 
activity taking place across the street 
from the school. There have been 
more drills, however, according to my 
colleagues. 
 During the drills, we teach the 
students to stay quiet, stay away from the windows and 
huddle in one area if needed. We also teach them to get into 
the nearest classroom if an alarm is sounded and they find 
themselves outside or in a hallway. Very importantly, we teach 
them to “stay quiet...stay very, very quiet.” 
 My school is by no means in a crime-ridden neighbor-
hood, but  it’s no swanky Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills, 
California school either. The school has always appeared 
relatively safe to me. The worst  you can expect is for a parent 
to scream at  you and at  worst threaten you. Never have I 
thought  that  someone would try to shoot teachers, students 
and administrators.
 After the Columbine massacre in Colorado (1999), I can’t  
say that  our protocol drastically changed. After the shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut (2012), we 
started locking campus entry doors at  all times. After an 
incident in San Bernardino, California (the husband of a 
teacher killed her and an 8-year-old student at  the school 
where she taught in 2017), spouses are no longer allowed on 
campus without calling the employee first for permission to 
visit  during the school day. Now, after the Parkland, Florida 
school murders, fire drills have changed. Suddenly, the 
conversation about school violence has become much more 
serious. Parkland students sharing their feelings, the 
distribution of graphic videos of the actual shooting, and the 
astounding reports on social media have affected me and 
school officials tremendously. Many more students, teachers, 
and parents in this country are now looking at  the issue in a 
different and much more serious way.
 So when the Parkland students organized the “March For 
Our Lives,” rally, I decided that I couldn’t miss it. I’ll confess 
now that  I didn’t  participate in the 2016 Women’s March 
(despite my friends’ urging). I regret  not  being a part  of 
history and I will never take a back seat again. 
 Why did I feel compelled to attend the March For Our 
Lives? Most likely because I have two daughters who are 
almost teenagers. It’s been my goal to teach them to stand up 

for themselves. Frankly, they are 
typically mortified because I’m that 
parent who will email or call the 
school when something doesn’t  seem 
right. I also speak at school board 
meetings and I don’t  hesitate to voice 
my opinions. My girls are not thrilled 
when they hear me complain about 
something at their school. 
 I hear this often, “Mom, it’s ok, 
really.” 
 “No, it’s not. You have to speak 
up for others and yourself,” I tell 
them. 
 Sadly, I’ve also had to teach them 
what to do when they hear gunfire. 
They confirm, “I know mom. Get 
down, play dead and stay quiet...stay 
very, very quiet.” 
 When March For Our Lives was 
announced, I told my girls, “You’re 

going. We’re all going.” 
 I typically take their opinion into consideration, but the 
mom in me adopted a “no argument  allowed” stance. The two 
girls grumbled a bit, but the decision was made. 
 “And we’re going to wear matching hoodies,” I declared 
excitedly. More grumbling from the girls.
 Fast forward to March 24, 2018. We booked a hotel room 
near the rally site at  Pershing Square in downtown Los 
Angeles. We didn’t  want  to have to fight  the traffic or struggle 
to find a parking spot. Early that morning, we got dressed in 
the black hoodies printed with the words:

Enough
#marchforourlives

 It  was the first  time (and probably the last) that my family 
will ever wear matching outfits. 
 “Look! We match,” I joke with the 11-year-old. She gives 
me an obvious eye roll.
 “The only reason I’m not  mad, mom, is because we do 
look cute,” she said.
 I agree. We, indeed, look pretty sharp.
 We walk down to the corner of Pershing Square at 8:30 in 
the morning. There are not too many people there yet, but as I 
looked down the sidewalk, a slow trickle of bouncing signs 
are coming towards us. As the minutes roll by, more and more 
signs and more and more people arrived. 
 The crowd was a mix of older people, young people and 
all races. We saw veterans, teachers, and students identifiable 
by their signs. Suddenly we were surrounded by people 
coming from all different  directions. We stood on top of a 
concrete planter so we could see all around us. The signs were 
all so great. I snapped pictures of most of them. People were 
asking strangers to pose for pictures, and people asked us if 
they could take our pictures as well. I was so proud of our 
group. We smiled and enjoyed the moment. My family was 
getting a little more lively with all the attention. 

March For Our Lives — Through the Eyes of a Teacher
by Anna Hill

Pictured above at  the 2018 March For Our 
Lives rally are (left  to right) Sala Ford, 
Stevie Hill, Steve  Hill, Nia Ford, Melina 
Hill and Anna Hill.



 It  was encouraging to see all the young people there. The 
preteens, teenagers and young adults were noticeable because 
of the energy and attitude of “we can change the world.” 
 I wondered what  kind of schools do these kids attend? 
Were they from blue collar neighborhoods? Might  they be 
from a wealthy and conservative school district? What  are 
they learning in school? I had so many questions running 
through my mind as I looked at  the crowd. It also occurred to 
me that I would really enjoy teaching high school.  
 We figured out that  we were standing at  the wrong 
location, so we started walking. We met  up with a friend and 
her daughter a few blocks away. We all tried to get as close to 
the stage as possible. Suddenly, gridlock. We couldn’t  move 
one more inch. Turns out that the sidewalk is the worst place 
to be. People were pushing against us, but  there was nowhere 
to go. I began to worry about the safety of my family. We 
squeezed through the crowd and finally to the street  where 
there was a bit  more space. Well, at  least we could stand 
without  being pushed against  other people. I later learned that 
approximately 55,000 people attended the rally.
 We listened to students speaking. Some spoke quite 
eloquently. I was envious of the people in Washington, D.C. 
who were able to hear Emma González  and David Hogg 
address rally participants in person. They are heroes!
 I’m sure these Parkland students have made their teachers 
proud. During an interview their AP Government teacher 
talked about how the students enjoyed participating in 
Socratic seminars. As I watched the interview, I once again 
thought  about teaching high school instead of third grade. 
What  a great  job those Marjory Stoneman Douglas teachers 
did in preparing their students. I think again, am I having that 
much of an effect  with the 8 and 9 year olds that  I teach? Can 
I do more in my own classroom? We already prepare our 
students for socratic seminars in third grade and I can only 
hope that their high school teachers will continue to teach in 
the socratic method.
 After a few more students spoke on stage, we started 
getting anxious and nervous about being stuck in this 
overwhelming crowd size. My girls are nonplussed. They 

have never been in a crowd this size and my oldest daughter 
was a bit  scared. I realized that we have never talked about 
being in the middle of a large crowd. 
 I overheard a few ladies talking about the actual march 
starting a couple of blocks away, so we made our way slowly 
away from stage area and walk toward Spring Street. The 
crowd started to break up, making us feel more at ease. We 
look up and down the streets for other marchers and that  is 
when we spotted a line of police cars driving towards us. 
Behind the police cars was a large banner being held by a line 
of people. The front of the march is now coming our way. We 
are all very excited now. We received more picture requests 
from strangers. Coming towards us were more people and 
more signs with terrific messages. 
 We jumped to the front of the line and my daughters were 
smiling from ear to ear. They even joined in on the chanting. 
We laugh at  the chants with curse words. We pointed at  the 
most clever signs. I’m grateful that they are enjoying them-
selves, but  I also wondered if they are really understanding 
the message of the day. 
 The march soon comes to an end. We headed back to the 
hotel. The girls recounted the morning events and were 
giggling so sweetly. It was fun, but we must  remember why 
we’re here. We talk about  the Parkland students. Since then, 
we talk about  it almost every day. I reminded the girls about 
the nationwide walk out on April 20, 2018. They rolled their 
eyes and giggle. Oh how I love my pre-teens.
 My spring break ends in a few days and I’m newly 
inspired to teach my 8 and 9-year-olds. I can’t  delve into 
current politics with these young ones, but  I can give them 
the listening, speaking, reading, and writing tools they need 
to stand up for themselves. I can teach them to think critically 
about human rights and about injustices many people have 
faced throughout the history of the United States. I can teach 
them to voice their opinions based on evidence and reason. 
 Unfortunately, I must also continue to teach them drill 
skills — to stay away from the windows, get down, play dead 
and stay quiet...stay very, very quiet. We must, however, 
speak loudly when you want to change the world.                v

Trending:
#marchforourlives



In Recognition of the Freethought Society’s 25 Year Anniversary
Donald B. Ardell, Ph.D.  
Speaker and Editor of The Ardell 
Wellness Report
Kudos, tributes and plaudits to 
the Freethought Society (FS), its 
leaders and supporters, as well 
as committee participants and 
volunteers on a quarter century 
of distinguished service.
 Just as freedom depends 
upon freethinkers so, too, does a 
nation of freethinkers, look to FS 
for inspiration, leadership, edu-

cation and irreverent debunking 
of misplaced credulity and reverence. 
 To borrow (and paraphrase) a few treasured gems of 
Robert G. Ingersoll, a champion of reason whom the FS has 
honored in multiple ways on numerous occasions, I thank its 
founder, Margaret Downey, for guiding FS to utter so many 
brave words in favor of liberty, in favor of reason, in favor of 
free men, women and children. And I thank FS for all the 
brave works that will someday, at last, sound like trumpets 
honoring our freedom from religion and from other 
superstitions.

Tom Flynn
Editor, Free Inquiry Magazine
Director, the Robert Ingersoll 
Birthplace Museum and the 
Freethought Trail, Author of the 
forthcoming blasphemous 
Science Fiction novel Behold, 
He Said.
I’m delighted to offer my belated congratulations to the 
Freethought Society on (well, a bit after) its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. As it happens, I’ve known and cherished the 
Society almost since its beginning. It was in 1993, the year of 
its launch, when a delegation from the Society greeted me at 
the Wilmington, Delaware, Amtrak station. I was there to 
promote my then-new book, The Trouble with Christmas. Not 
having met Margaret Downey, the day before I had asked her 
how I would recognize her. She just said, “You’ll know.” Sure 
enough, as the train pulled in there was a full-blown anti-
Christmas protest taking place on the platform; one of the 
signs stated SAVE A TREE IN ’93.
 That anecdote captures something essential about the 
Freethought Society: It over-delivers. That’s been part of its 
DNA for a quarter-century. That’s why it grew from the 
Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia into a bona fide 
national organization. That’s why it has become identified 
with so many unique projects, from the Anti-Discrimination 
Support Network, the Thomas Paine Memorial Committee, 
the Tree of Knowledge winter display program, unique 
approaches to charity and social-service work, and so many 
more.
 There’s another characteristic I’ve come to associate 
with the Freethought Society’s work: an infectious sense of 
fun. The idea of the Friday the Thirteenth Superstition Bash 
originated at the Center for Inquiry in the 1990s, but no 
organization has taken the concept further than the 

Freethought Society with its irrepressible Friggatriskaidek-
aphobia Treatment Centers.
 At the center of everything Freethought Society, of 
course, is that force of nature known as Margaret Downey. 
But the Society is anything but a one-woman show. So much 
of its dynamism results from the synergy of bringing together 
creative, thoughtful people and giving them room to innovate.
 For example, prior to my first visit in 1993, I had never 
scampered across the grounds of a country club sticking 
freethought tracts under the windshield wipers of very 
expensive vehicles. Nonetheless, that’s how Margaret and I 
spent part of the Sunday morning of my visit. (The statute of 
limitations is past, right, Margaret?)
 The Freethought Society is unique among freethought/
atheist/humanist organizations. Here’s to the next quarter-
century!

Harriet Hall, MD
The SkepDoc
Margaret Downey and The Freethought 
Society always make me feel guilty. I only 
write. They DO, and what they do matters. 
Congratulations on 25 years of important 
work in outreach and activism.

 
Paul Halpern
Professor of Physics, University of 
the Sciences
We are lucky to live in a society 
which offers freedom of conscience, 
uninhibited by government: either 
freedom of religion or freedom from 
religion, depending on individual 
choice. Many congratulations to The 
Freethought Society on the 25th anni-
versary of its founding, with grati-
tude for helping support the liberty 
of private, individual belief and 

ethical values.

Ian Harris
Comedian and Freethought 
Activist
Hearty congratulations to 
the Freethought Society and 
Margaret Downey on 25 
years of making a difference 
and being one of the most 
influential voices in pro-
moting freethought, atheism 
and reason at a much need-
ed time. They say, “If you 
want something done, do it 
yourself.” I would add, “or 
ask Margaret.” No one gets more done, has more passion and 
is as wonderful a person as Margaret. I owe a lot to her 
personally and we all owe a lot to her and the Freethought 
Society for the hard work and leadership in the fight against 
ignorance and irrationality. Looking forward to 25 more 
years!



Jeff Ingersoll
Chair of the Robert Green Ingersoll 
Memorial Committee
Congratulations go out to the Free-
thought Society for the 25 years of im-
portant work that you have achieved. 
Coincidentally the Robert Green Ingersoll 
Birthplace Museum is also celebrating its 
25th anniversary in 2018. Let us look forward to another 25 
years of promoting freedom of thought, science and reason.

Tom Krattenmaker
Member of USA Today Board of 
Contributors, Author of three books, 
most recently Confessions of a Secular 
Jesus Follower, and a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the Yale Humanist 
Community. 
My warmest congratulations to the 
Freethought Society for 25 years of 
leadership advancing reason, fairness, 
and the right for each of us to think and believe in 
accordance with our consciences. Secular America has come 
a long way in that quarter century, and the Freethought 
Society is one reason why. 

Hemant Mehta 
Editor of FriendlyAtheist.com 
and author of I Sold My Soul on 
eBay and The Young Atheist's 
Survival Guide.
The Freethought Society has 
always been a wonderful example 
of a group that does incredible 
work on a local and national 
level. You're activists, you’re com-
munity builders, you're consciousness raisers, and (this isn’t 
trivial) you’re pleasant human beings. I think the stigma 
against non-religious people would change rather quickly if 
more cities had groups like yours, so thank you to the 
members and leaders for setting the bar high for everyone 
else. Congratulations on the first 25 years!

Julien Musolino
Cognitive Scientist, 
Public Speaker, and 
Author 
The world may be getting 
better and safer, but this 
isn’t happening by magic. 
Rather, it is thanks to 
organizations like the 
Freethought Society that 
we can all enjoy more 
rights, more freedom, 
and less oppression from 
ignorance and superstition. Margaret Downey has been a 
true champion of Enlightenment values, she has been a 
wonderful and generous friend, and like the French wines 
that we enjoyed together in Paris, she and the Freethought 
Society keep getting better and better as time goes by. Happy 
25th Anniversary!

James (The Amazing) Randi
Magician
Reading what such luminaries as Richard 
Dawkins, Teller, and Elizabeth Loftus have 
written as congratulatory notes, I feel a bit 
outclassed, but please accept my best 
wishes and my continued support for the 
Freethought Society, whose reminders, 
suggestions and comments so effectively amplify our 
understanding and admiration for their existence. You 
continue to remind us. Please don't let up, okay? Hope to see 
you very soon, and have more of your wisdom!

Shelley Segal
Singer Songwriter
Congratulations to The Freethought 
Society for 25 years of activity!! This is 
a wonderful milestone and I am glad to 
celebrate with you. An enormous thank 
you to Margaret Downey, all volunteers 
and to the board of the Freethought 

Society for your commitment and hard work across many 
areas of freethought activism. You have helped to raise 
awareness for nontheists across the United State and have 
been invaluable in promoting secularism through effective 
cultural, political and social measures. Here’s to the next 25 
(and to lots more wonderful parties).

Eddie Tabash
Chair, Board of Directors, Center for 
Inquiry
The degree to which we atheists are still 
the most unjustly despised minority in 
America, today, is a horrendous mani-
festation of how far our society still has to 
go to reach even the most minimal level of 
enlightened benevolence. It is self evident 

that believers and non believers should be 
considered equal members of any social order. 
 The prejudice, hate, and unfairness that particularly 
many religious fundamentalists unleash on those who don’t 
share their worldview is a blight on civilization. Yet, for 
twenty-five years, Margaret Downey and the magnificent 
organization she founded, the Freethought Society, have 
fought a courageous battle to ensure equal rights for atheists.
 The tragedy is that everything that the Freethought 
Society struggled to attain should be so obvious that moral, 
legal, and political combat for such achievements shouldn’t 
even be necessary. There is no project that the Freethought 
Society have ever undertaken that sought to provide greater 
rights for nonbelievers. The only objective was to end special 
privileging of religion so that we can all be equal before the 
law.
 If history is being accurately recorded, the Freethought 
Society will always be remembered as crucial pioneers in the 
colossal effort to create a modern secular government and 
social environment in which no one is excluded from full 
equality because of either accepting or rejecting any tenet of 
religious belief.
 Margaret Downey and the Freethought Society give us 
atheists hope that the darkness of religious oppression may 
someday be finally dispelled.



Triskaidekapoiema
(An Encomium in 13 Limericks on the Subject of the 25th Anniversary of the Founding of the Freethought Society)

by Abby Hafer
Modern science, aged 400 years,

Wipes away many sick people’s tears.
Because knowledge, with evidence

Is, without precedence, 
The way to keep healthy for years!

Did the Bible give us knowledge of stars?
Or the planets all orbiting far?

Or did astronomers lead
Us to know what we need
To navigate, even to Mars?

Charles Darwin, born 1809
Developed a theory so fine

It explains all of life!
But endured so much strife

Because religion is so asinine!

Knowing physics, which runs GPS,
Is not really needed, I guess.

If we just believed Jesus
The knowledge would seize us

Of how to get lost so much less.

Global warming is dangerous—true!
Without science we’d have not a clue

Of how to know it and deal
With outcomes—so real!

And religions won’t give us a clue.

Vaccinations have made us so free
Of smallpox, and other disease.

We just used to pray
As our life drained away 

But science got us up off our knees.

Birth control is so needed, and yet
It is often put under great threat

By churches with fundies
Who get told on Sundays

That abstinence is our best bet.

Have you noticed the themes of this verse?
How our lives used to be so much worse?

When our thoughts were not free,
And we just couldn’t see

That superstition is really a curse?

Which leads us to Freethought, you see.
If we want better lives, it’s the key!

To knowledge and beauty
So it is our duty

To spread it, and do it, with glee.

Freethought’s story is long and it’s proud!
But opposition is frequently loud.

Both Big Foot and Big Oil
Have fans on our soil.

Their opinions do not make me proud.

But this is why we need Free Thinkers!
To counteract all Kool-Aid drinkers.

Knowledge carefully gleaned
Is often demeaned.

So we need Downeys, and Dawkins, and Pinkers.

Freethought’s volunteers, members and Board
Know that truth must be spread, not just stored

The decisions they make
And the actions they take

Are great things—they should all be adored!

Happy Birthday, Freethought Society!
For having this vision so key.

Be active! Be great!
Help humankind’s fate

Congratulations to you! That’s from me. 

Pictured above is the author of the poem, Abby Hafer. 
She is an educator, scientist, public speaker and the 
author of The Not-So-Intelligent Designer—Why 
Evolution Explains the Human Body and Intelligent 
Design Does Not. 

Note: The Freethought Society (FS) will be pleased to accept  messages of congratulations throughout  the year. 
Congratulatory messages will be placed on the FS website (www.FtSociety.org) and within the pages of the FS Ezine/
newsletter publication. Please send your message, a photo and your titles to: Ezine@FtSociety.org
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Review of the Book
Women v. Religion: The Case Against Faith — and for Freedom

by Teresa Roberts
With a bold title like Women v. Religion: 
The Case Against Faith — and for 
Freedom, Karen L. Garst PhD has once 
again provided an opportunity for women 
who have suffered at  the hands of religious 
doctrines to speak out. Her first book, 
Women Beyond Belief: Discovering Life 
without Religion, showcased the personal 
stories of 22 everyday women who left 
religion. This newest work written by 
different  authors, often professionals in 
their fields, focuses more on why women 
leave religion and how it is beneficial both 
to them and to society. Although the fight 
for the rights of women in general is 
experiencing steady progress in many 
parts of the world, religious dogma has 
shown to be insidiously regressive, and a 
constant  threat  to societal advancement. 
That’s what  makes the content of this book 
so relevant. Religion is at the very root  of 
these political and social movements 
designed to drag women back into the 
Dark Ages. Culturally, the threads of 
religious indoctrination have been so 
closely woven into our collective psyches 
that they are often difficult to recognize, 
but as more and more women turn their 
backs on religion, it becomes harder to 
justify such blatant oppression. Even 
liberal Christians, one of the most 
progressive sects of Abrahamic faith, are 
now being forced to find a way to align 
their fight for social justice with a book 
that supports the pervasive belief in male superiority and 
female subjugation. As women gain personal autonomy, these 
Christians are challenged to find reasonable explanations for 
the archaic belief systems in the Bible, the very foundation of 
their faith.     
 Dr. Garst  has managed for the second time to bring 
together a collection of bright  women willing to share their 
perspectives about what it  means to be a woman in a culture 
that worships old tomes packed full of harmful ideas. 
Traditionally, women from all over the world have been 
denied a place at  the table with men. Abrahamic religion in 
particular has led a strong hand to the muzzling of women. 
The notion that women were responsible for the downfall of 
mankind and that  they were created as an afterthought to 
accommodate males is well founded in their holy scriptures. 
 It  is an absolute inspiration to read the words from 
women like Candace Gorham  who has witnessed firsthand 
through her clinical practice the damage that religion does. 
Having been diagnosed with PTSD as a result  of being raised 
in a Christian cult, I know the trauma that  a young girl faces 
by experiencing the daily brainwashing of such harmful belief 
systems. Leaving an oppressive religion behind is a difficult 
task and the damage to my mental health was significant. It 
has taken years to rid myself of the shame and guilt and find 

freedom in following my own path. To 
have my experiences acknowledged and 
written about in such depth was life 
affirming. 
 This book is full of many such 
revelations as Dr. Garst was careful to 
include perspectives from women of 
different  backgrounds and religions such 
as Deanna Adams who writes about  the 
experiences of black women in America. 
She shows the historical importance of 
those brought here against their will as 
slaves and forced to transition from the 
faith systems of their ethnic groups to 
patriarchal Christianity. Or Aruna Papp 
who wrote a compelling chapter about the 
somber responsibilities she carried as a 
child born into a Christian Indian house-
hold. Trying to combine the cultural ex-
pectations already facing Indian women, 
she was also burdened with the limitations 
of Christianity. What an enormous 
challenge for a young girl. 
 From the transgender perspective to 
black and Hispanic experiences to Jewish 
law and Islam, the accounts are raw and 
powerfully persistent. They all insist  on 
calling our attention to the challenges of 
being a woman in any culture upholding a 
belief system of oppression that is 
supposedly sanctioned by a god. What  a 
horrible cultural construct, designed to 
subjugate women while giving absolute 
power to men. That kind of absolute 

power inflicts pain and suffering upon women as well as 
limits their autonomy. And, although each essay is different, 
they inevitably have one thing in common: Religion stands 
firmly in the way of progress for women. It  may very well be 
the last  big obstacle that needs to be overcome. The evolution 
of our societies is significantly slower than it  should be 
because of religious ideologies that continue to permeate our 
collective consciousness. Even in their complete absurdity by 
modern standards of morality, they persist. Old, archaic, even 
unscientific and harmful ideas live on and on and on while 
women are denied autonomy and freedom.
 Dr. Garst has managed a literary accomplishment that  
forces us to open our eyes and acknowledge that it’s time to 
kick these outdated notions to the curb. Each essay written by 
a woman is a testament  to their courage. By leaving their 
religious upbringings behind and embracing the responsibility 
that comes with true freedom, they set an example for all 
women. Furthermore, writing about sensitive, even 
controversial topics from the female perspective is long 
overdue. As more and more women leave religion, find their 
voices, and speak out, the great lie will be exposed. This book 
is packed full of thoughtful, well-written essays, making it 
very clear that religion has been one of the biggest lies ever 
perpetrated upon womankind.                                                v

Women v. Religion: The Case 
Against Faith ― and for Freedom

(ISBN: 1634311701) 
is available in paperback and Ebook 
at your favorite bookstore or online. 
Please shop at smile.amazon.com as 
using this link to order automatically 

increases the 
Freethought Society's 

AmazonSmile donations.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2DE8UTKVGVEHF&K=1I3W8A8XLP8Q3&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171211150455d90bde9ce73442bc93839495f030p0na&R=Y4JVTS7FYEGM&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-2738574&H=HDHVO9MVU94KLGZASL934REWB44A
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2DE8UTKVGVEHF&K=1I3W8A8XLP8Q3&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171211150455d90bde9ce73442bc93839495f030p0na&R=Y4JVTS7FYEGM&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-2738574&H=HDHVO9MVU94KLGZASL934REWB44A


The Freethought Society’s 
2018 Four-Month Activities Calendar

May 23
The Freethought Society will host 
Dr. Ted Daeschler at  7:00 PM as 
the Wednesday, May 23, 2018 
speaker. The event will take place at 
the Ludington  Library. The library 
is located at 5 South  Bryn  Mawr 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA.
 Daeschler is the Curator of 
Vertebrate Zoology at the Drexel 
University’s Academy of Natural 
Sciences. He is also a professor in 
the Department of Biodiversity, Earth and Environmental 
Science at Drexel University. 
 Daeschler’s presentation “Cold, Hard Science: The 
2016-2017 Antarctic Paleontological Expedition” will 
highlight  how the Devonian Period (420-360 million years 
ago) witnessed profound diversification of the form and 
function of aquatic vertebrates, including the origin of limbed 
forms. Previous discoveries from fossil sites in the northern 
hemisphere motivated questions about biotic evolution within 
the southern landmasses from the same timeframe. Daeschler 
worked in the Transantarctic Mountains of Southern Victoria 
Land, Antarctica. These areas have had little paleontological 
exploration and this fieldwork revealed productive Middle 
Devonian sites with a wide variety of fossil vertebrates from 
ancient  freshwater ecosystems. Attend to learn what  was 
found and the science involved.
June 29 - July 1 
Every year the Secular Student Alliance (SSA) holds an 
annual conference. Hundreds of secular students and 
community leaders gather to share ideas and learn from each 
other. SSA’s conference goal is to train student leaders and 
activists from across the United States in grassroots 
organizing and leadership skills. The SSA conference is 
unique in the nontheist community.
 This year the SSA national conference is being held at 
Ohio State University (OSU). Affordable housing is available 
on campus in OSU residence halls, either in a single or a 
shared room. Conference housing nights are Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday (check out  Sunday morning). You can 
reserve your housing as a part of the registration process. A 
shared room is only $30 a night. A single room is $65 a night.
Register at: 

https://secularstudents.org/annual-conference/

 The reasonable conference registration price includes all 
five meals that occur during the event.

Student: $59
Five-Student Group Rate: $240

Group Advisor: $74
Group Alumni: $74
SSA Member: $179
Non-Member: $199

July 26 
Freethought Society president  Margaret Downey cordially 
invites you to a reading/dress rehearsal of her one-woman 
show “The Love Story of Robert Green Ingersoll and Eva 
Amelia Parker.”
 The 35-minute presentation was created by Downey 
using details gleaned from the many books written about the 
life and work of Ingersoll, chronologies, historical letters, 
documents, and a little bit  of added speculation. Downey will 
offer the first public reading of her presentation and will 
appreciate attendees’ suggestions and ideas for improve-
ments. Downey seeks to perfect her performance with the use 
of honest  feedback and helpful critiques. The formal final 
presentation is scheduled for Saturday, August  18, 2018 in 
Syracuse, New York at the Silver Anniversary of the 
reopening of the Robert Green Ingersoll Birthplace Museum 
celebration.
 The reading/dress rehearsal will take place on Thursday, 
July 26, 2018 at 7:00 PM in the community room of the 
Ludington Library located at 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue, 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.  

August 18-19
2018 marks the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Robert 
Green Ingersoll Birthplace 
Museum’s reopening to the 
public. Celebrate the Museum 
― and its companion project, 
the Freethought Trail ― at a 
major gala conference event 
on August 18th and 19th.
 Conference registration 
is just $105 and includes 
lectures, presentations, coach 

tour, and luncheons. The Saturday banquet  is an additional 
$65. Hotel rooms are available at  the Crowne  Plaza 
Syracuse  at the discounted conference rate of $119 per night 
(reserve sleeping rooms separately).
 The Saturday, August 18 presentations will feature 
experts of Freethought history. Bestselling author and scholar 
Susan Jacoby will deliver the evening keynote address, 
“Reason Embattled in a Culture of Lies: Why Robert 
Ingersoll Wouldn’t Recognize Trump’s America.”
 On Sunday, August 19, attendees will board luxury motor 
coaches to visit Freethought  Trail sites including The Robert 
Green Ingersoll Birthplace Museum (Dresden), The Matilda 
Joslyn Gage Center (Fayetteville), The Gerrit  Smith estate, 
(home of the philanthropist  whose gifts helped fund abolition 
work in New York State), and the National Abolition Hall of 
Fame (Peterboro).
 Join us to celebrate the Museum’s twenty-fifth anni-
versary and to explore irreplaceable sites along the 
Freethought Trail. Attendance is strictly limited to 150 
persons, so ensure your registration today! Register at:

https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/csh/ingersoll_silver

https://secularstudents.org/annual-conference/
https://secularstudents.org/annual-conference/
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/csh/ingersoll_silver
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Freethought Society President Scheduled 
to Portray Eva Amelia Parker Ingersoll
Margaret Downey is pleased to be an invited presenter at the Silver Anniversary Celebration of 
the Robert Green Ingersoll  Birthplace Museum’s reopening to the public. Downey is a member 
of the Museum’s Advisory Board, and also has a keen interest in the legendary love story of Eva 
Amelia Parker and Ingersoll. It is said that their marriage in 1862 had a great  influence on the 
intellectual and philosophical development of Ingersoll. On Saturday, August 18, 2018, Downey 
will portray Eva (pictured right) to convey what is known about the couple’s story.
 On Sunday, August  19, 2018, Downey will be one of three tour bus hosts. She is looking 
forward to organizing entertaining activities that will include music, games, and prizes as the bus 
travels along The Freethought Trail. Below are details about  the event, courtesy of Free Inquiry 
Magazine (a publication of the Center for Inquiry and the Council for Secular Humanism).



The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression, and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion 
and government. FS publishes The Freethought Society News every other month. The publication is delivered as an ezine via 
email and is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those who are interested in learning more 
about freedom of thought. 
     Monthly events take place in locations across the United States, with emphasis in the tristate area of Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, New Jersey as well as Southern California. FS activities and services depend on financial contributions from 
supporters. Funds may be sent using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org/donate/). All contributions to FS are 
tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law (Tax ID Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I would like to:
(  ) become a supporter / renew support of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society): 
      $30 Individual Supporter             $40 Family Supporter             $20 Student            $1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
(  ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
     PayPal in the amount of (circle one): $5   $10   $15   $20   $25   $30   $35   $40   $45   $50   $55  $_____other (per month)
(  ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): _____________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________________
(  ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will send a complimentary ezine (or hard copy upon request) to potential supporters. Please provide contact  information 
for anyone who might be interested in receiving an FS publication.

Name: ______________________________________Email: __________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366
Scan and email this form to: Ezine@FtSociety.org

Volunteer Opportunities Through the Freethought Society
Supporters of the Freethought  Society (FS) often want to do more than just  donating money. Listed below are various 
committees organized by FS. The committees are designed to fulfill the mission, goals and vision of FS. We assist  nontheists, 
educate the public about  nontheism, and provide social opportunities where like-minded individuals can meet, socialize and 
share ideas. Please see the FS website or contact FS to volunteer at: volunteers@FtSociety.org. 

Anti-Discrimination Educational Committee
(nontheism explained in classroom settings)

Anti-Discrimination Support Network
(assist Secular Coalition for America gathering reports)

Community Outreach
(locate tabling opportunities)

Diversity Outreach Committee
(brainstorming about and developing programs 

to appeal to minorities) 
Free Speech Zone Committee

(research and implement displays in public venues)
Helping Hands

(provides helpers to seniors and in emergency situations)
Jump into the Jean Pool

(collection of jeans for the homeless)
Meetup Committee

(social events and improving online communications)

Monthly Meeting Coordinators
(schedule and manage speakers and venues)

Secular Celebrations
(develop, organize, and implement 

new nontheist celebrations)
Speakers Bureau

(provide FS a resume, photo and speech subjects/titles)
Special Events

(coordinate unique events of interest to nontheists)
Sole Searching

(collection of athletic shoes for donation to the homeless)
Thomas Paine Memorial Committee

(assist with assemblies, city proclamations, 
and work on themed events)

Tree of Knowledge/Winter Display Committee
(make ornaments, find venues, write articles,

and support the winter symbol concept nationwide)
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http://www.FtSociety.org/donate/
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