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The 2012 Reason Rally is taking place on Saturday, March 24, 2012 from 10:00 AM
until dusk. This will be the last Freethought Society (FS) newsletter to highlight the
event. There are exciting last minute details to convey and there are many additions to
the program. More speakers and entertainers were recently added to the roster. The
additional celebrities are Adam Savage, Tim Minchin, Eddie Izzard, Paul Provenza
and Shelley Segal. You can still view the promotional video I filmed in October 2011 at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrBbFZVUOLo
The Reason Rally Board (of which I am a member representing FS) has worked very
hard to bring together entertainers and speakers for a spectacular event, scheduled to take
place on the Mall in Washington, DC. The Washington Mall is a big place, but you will
not miss the stage and Reason Rally tents located between 11th and 14th Streets, between
Madison Drive North West and Jefferson Drive South West. If using the Metro, take the
Smithsonian stop and exit towards the Washington Mall (12th Street at Jefferson Drive).
To prepare for the festivities, attendees are encouraged to visit the Reason Rally
website to pre-order special event clothing (hat, T-shirt and hoodie). The merchandise
will be either mailed directly to you or you can pick up at the site. There are other offers
available at the site to make your Reason Rally experience more enjoyable. VIP seating
is being offered at various levels. Pricing for reserved seating varies from $500 to
$5,000. Visit this link to make a reservation: www.reasonrallystore.org/
There are still hotel rooms available in the area, and many national groups (American
Humanist Association, American Atheists, Freedom From Religion Foundation, Center
For Inquiry, etc.) have arranged to host pre-event parties, banquets and social gettogethers. A “Lobby Day for Reason” has been planned for Friday, March 23, 2012 and
will be sponsored by the Secular Coalition for America. Description of the planned
complementary events can be found at: http://reasonrally.org/complementary-events/
This is the last call for bus reservations to and from the Reason Rally. If you have not
made a reservation for this inexpensive and fun way to participate in the Reason Rally,
please visit the following link as soon as possible: http://reasonrally.org/travel/
If a Reason Rally bus stop on the list does not include at least 40 reservations, buses
will be combined and the stop locations will change. Please ask your friends to join you
on this fun-filled bus trip to Washington, DC. Some Reason Rally bus captains are
hosting games and will show movies during the trip.
Please plan to stop by the FS table located in the Reason Rally sponsors’ tent. A
jumbo screen will be located in the sponsors’ tent and FS will be hosting Mike Newdow
as a special guest. Newdow will chat with supporters throughout the day. I will be
staffing the FS table along with board members Glen Loev, Greg White, Javier Pazos.
Thanks to a generous donation from comedian/filmmaker Troy Conrad, FS will be
able to give a DVD, The Comedy Jesus Show, to the first 100 people who sign up as
supporters during the Reason Rally. Follow Conrad on Twitter @troyconrad. To order a
Comedy Jesus DVD visit:
www.cduniverse.com/productinfo.asp?pid=7969702

How I Became an Atheist
by Bob HuDock
My parents were both lifelong devoted Catholics. They had
four children and raised all of us to be devout little Catholics
from infancy. I was the eldest. Although we were not sent to
Catholic school, my siblings and I were all required to attend
religious instruction known as CCD (Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine) for an hour a week from 1st grade all the
way through 12th grade. This is what all good Catholic
children were expected to do. I eagerly complied with the
requirement to partake in the sacraments I was offered by the
Catholic Church.
In spite of the indoctrination I received as a child, there
was always a part of me that didn’t quite buy it. A lot of the
dogma didn’t make sense, or it was contradictory. I could see
this even as an elementary school child.
For example, I was an avid reader, and on one library visit
I brought home a children’s illustrated Bible. I read the Old
Testament stories of the prophets with great excitement —
this character called God, who was all powerful, actually
spoke to people and performed miracles! I was told that if
you believed in him, God would talk to you, too! Well, he
never talked to me, no matter how much I believed, so I
quickly realized it wasn’t true.
When I was in sixth grade, the Vietnam War was in full
swing. One day, a priest came to our catechism class to
explain to us that, in spite of the biblical commandment
“Thou Shalt Not Kill,” it was OK to go to Vietnam to kill
communists. Why? Because “those people wanted to destroy
our democratic way of life,” he explained.
I didn’t find the priest’s explanation consistent, let alone
reassuring. I realized that the church's absolute prohibition on
killing could be lifted anytime a priest gave the okay. Even at
a young age I felt a strong sense of disquiet that I was
expected to outsource my most
profound moral decisions to a
complete stranger. I wanted to think
for myself.
There was also the dawning
realization that no matter how hard or
how often I prayed, no matter what I
prayed for, no matter how many
times my instructors insisted that God
answers even the most trivial prayer,
my prayers never seemed to warrant
an answer of any kind. I never got
anything but complete, stunning
silence in reply to my prayers. I
finally realized that I had been lied to
about religion — once again.
I found the ritual of mass
incredibly boring. I think that was the
tipping point for me, although I took
a perverse pride in my growing abil-

ity to sit up straight and act as though I was paying attention
to the sermon even as my thoughts were a million miles
away. I have found this to be an extremely useful skill in
adult life.
Although I chafed under this nonsense, my parents, and
my mother in particular, made it quite clear that until I was
old enough to leave home and live on my own, I would have
to go to church every Sunday and go to CCD every week.
Naturally, when it came time to choose a college I made sure
to pick a campus located in a distant state, far from parental
guidance. That was well over 30 years ago, and I can count
on one hand the number of times I have attended mass of my
own volition since then.
Eventually, I stopped going to communion when my
mother dragged me to church during my visits home for the
holidays, and later on I told her I was not interested in
attending at all. Mom wasn’t very happy about this, but I was
an adult by then and I saw no point in upholding the pretense
any longer.
Even so, I hadn’t yet made a positive commitment to
atheism. What if I was wrong? What if all that scary stuff
about burning in hellfire for all eternity was really true?
Wouldn’t it be better to keep one foot in the “belief” camp,
just to be on the safe side? Where would I find an anchor in
this vast, uncaring universe if I let go of my last tenuous
belief in God?
I just drifted along year after year, like so many people do,
with no interest in church, but with no compelling reason for
summoning the effort, or the courage, to cut the umbilical
cord that kept me tethered to the religious superstitions I had
been force-fed throughout my childhood.
Finally, a pair of crises arose in my life that forced me to
examine my conscience and decide once and for all which
side of the fence to come down on. One was extremely public
and the other was very private.
As New York City residents, my wife and I witnessed and
lived through the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. By the time
the smoke had cleared and the smell
of burnt flesh dissipated, it was clear
that the attacks were carried out for no
other reason than religious hatred by
people who fervently believed they
were doing God’s will.
The other crisis was when my wife
and I, in our 40’s at the time, were
ready to have a baby. Of course my
mother was thrilled at the prospect.
Unfortunately, we were not successful
— try as we did. We sought medical
help, but fertility treatments didn’t do
the trick either.
It was during this time that my
mother began repeatedly suggesting to
me that prayer could offer a solution.
She assured me that she was praying
for our success and so were other
members of her church.

The first time she said this I just shrugged it off, but when
she brought it up again I told her directly I didn’t believe that
prayer had ever solved anything!
I found myself faced with a momentous, life-altering
philosophical decision. If I didn’t believe in prayer, or God,
then perhaps it was time to really take a good hard look at
what I did believe in.
I spent the next year or so thinking through the philosophical consequences of abandoning my belief in God once
and for all. I tried to figure out for myself whether holding on
to the last, threadbare remnants of religious belief made any
sense. I quickly exhausted all the arguments I could think of
on both sides of the question and began asking my closest
friends where they stood regarding religious beliefs and blind
faith. I wanted to see if there were other arguments I hadn’t
thought about on my own.
My wife was very supportive of my quest. She was born
and raised in Yugoslavia, a prosperous and influential communist country where religion, while not officially banned,
was regarded as little more than a quaint medieval relic. In
the 90’s, her homeland broke down along religious lines into
a bloody civil war. Having fled the religiously-inspired violence in her home country, my wife was shocked to find that
people in America are so openly religious. She knows, firsthand, how divisive religion can be when mixed with politics
and government.
At about the same time, a slew of atheist best-selling
books hit the shelves: Breaking the Spell by the philosopher
Daniel Dennett, The God Delusion by the evolutionary
biologist Richard Dawkins, god is not Great by the
journalist/essayist Christopher Hitchens, and Letter to a
Christian Nation, by philosopher and neuroscientist Sam
Harris. I found it incredibly fortuitous that these books,
offering closely argued, rational justifications for abandoning
belief in God, appeared on the market at precisely the time
when I happened to be seeking exactly this kind of intellectual support. These books, and the many others like them that
I have discovered since, have given me the confidence and
the knowledge to stand firmly on the convictions that I had
tentatively reached on my own.
Meanwhile, my wife and I had moved on in our quest to
have a child, finally seeking the help of an in-vitro fertilization (IVF) clinic. Once we entered treatment, things moved
along very quickly and my wife became pregnant with twins.
Of course, all the religious people I know were quick to
claim credit for my wife’s pregnancy. See? Our prayers
worked! I knew, however, that their prayers hadn’t worked.
Our babies were created thanks to a scientific medical
procedure that was invented by human intelligence. It had
nothing to do with miracles, and no miracle was needed to
explain it. When called upon, the miracles had failed, as they
always had in my experience. Medical technology triumphed.
I later discovered that the Catholic Church is completely
opposed to IVF and considers it a grave sin against God. The
Catholic Church teaches that childless couples and their
doctors have no right to “play God” and should instead pray
for the ability to understand and accept God’s will. So much

for the argument that a god had anything to do with my
wife’s pregnancy.
I had a brief moment of doubt when one of our newborn
babies died. She only survived twelve days, and after the
emotional rollercoaster we had been through, the loss was
emotionally overwhelming. My wife and I clutched one
another and cried and I instinctively felt that old familiar urge
to pray for relief. Then I thought, pray to what? To whom? It
was time for me to drop the pretense once and for all and
look at this tragedy in light of reason, as a casualty in the
never-ending biological struggle for life. I actually felt an
immense sense of relief at having finally banished my last
shred of superstitious belief. We had another baby still living
to attend to, who has been my joy and my privilege ever
since. My sweet little daughter is five years old now. She is
so smart and adorable; I see strangers smiling and admiring
her everywhere we go. This is the joy the Catholic Church
said that my wife and I had no right to feel. I now say, “To
hell with the Catholic Church” (figuratively speaking, of
course).


Bob HuDock is an architect, husband, father, community activist and an avid amateur musician who lives in
Brooklyn, New York. In addition to running his architecture office, he is a volunteer on the local Community
Board where he chairs the Environmental Committee.
HuDock also serves on an urban redevelopment task
force for the office of the Brooklyn Borough President
and works on a friend's campaign for the State Senate.
He is Vice President of the Parent Teacher Association
and a member of the School Leadership Team at the
public school attended by his daughter. HuDock is
primary caregiver of his daughter. As an “out” atheist, he
hopes to demonstrate, by example, that a secular worldview is the best foundation for a deep commitment to
family, as well as to civic and community affairs.

One Young Woman’s Fight to Keep Public Schools Secular
by Carol Everhart Roper
There is, perhaps, no time in life when the pressure to conform to the majority is stronger than when we are in our
teenage years. The benefits of toeing the proverbial line are
many — acceptance, friendships, good parties, and everything
that being “accepted” includes. It’s never easy to speak out
against the status quo — but in our teen years, it’s particularly
difficult.
Rhode Island teenager Jessica Ahlquist had a lot to
consider when she noticed a blatant violation of the separation
of religion and government at Cranston High School West in
Cranston, Rhode Island. A banner with a prayer printed on it
has been on display there for 49 years. Jessica wasn’t the first
to recognize its unconstitutionality. A parent (who has
remained anonymous), filed a complaint with the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), forcing the board to hold
hearings on the banner. Jessica spoke at every hearing. This is
a picture of the banner:

Ahlquist knew that the placement of a prayer banner in a
public school setting was a violation of the Constitution of the
United States. She also knew that asking for the removal of
the prayer banner was going to bring her grief from many of
her friends, their families and her school. She was right on all
counts except one. The hate she received went far beyond her
school friends and their families. The entire town of Cranston
and state of Rhode Island rose up to attack this young woman
who dared to oppose the endorsement of prayer in a public
school.
Interestingly, the banner was originally placed in the
school in defiance of a Supreme Court ruling in 1962 (Engle
v. Vitale), which stipulated that it is unconstitutional for
officials of any state to encourage, create or otherwise permit
the recitation or display of prayers in public schools. In
reaction to the 1962 Supreme Court ruling, the 1963
graduating class of Cranston High School West created the
prayer banner and placed it in the school’s auditorium. It was
a deliberate, organized refusal to follow the law. The banner
stayed on display for nearly 50 years, until one brave young
woman decided something had to be done about this blatant
violation of the Constitutional tenet of separation of religion
and government.
Initially, Ahlquist simply asked the school to take the
prayer banner down. This should not have been a big deal!
The Supreme Court had already stipulated in 1962 that
endorsement, promotion and support of religion by a
government entity was unconstitutional. The school, however,
refused to consider the request from Ahlquist. She then
contacted the ACLU. The ACLU legal staff tried to work
things out with the school before taking legal action. Again
the school refused to remove the prayer banner. Consequently, the ACLU filed a lawsuit on behalf of Ahlquist. The
legal actions were set in motion to demand the removal of the
prayer banner. Jessica released the following statement:
“The prayer’s presence in the school promotes and
endorses the ideals of Christianity and the concept
of a single “Heavenly Father. I firmly believe that it
should not be on display in a public school and is in
direct violation of my and other students’ civil
rights. As an atheist, I do not feel included in the
message of the prayer; in fact, I feel excluded. And
the public hearings that I have attended have added
to that feeling — that my views and beliefs don’t
count, or have less value than those of the Christian
majority. I don’t feel that I or anyone else should
have to feel that way at school. The prayer does not
belong in a public school and that’s why I have
come forward to challenge it.”
In January 2012, a federal judge ruled that the presence of
the prayer banner at Cranston High School West was unconstitutional. The ruling agreed with the plaintiffs that the

wording on the banner violated the principle
of government neutrality regarding religion.
The entire town exploded! A great many
citizens protested the ruling and rallied
against the “evil little thing” (as Ahlquist was
publicly called by State Representative
Peter G. Palumbo from Cranston, Rhode
Island). Bountiful “Christian love” was
showcased with rape and death threats! The
threats were taken very seriously by the
police and the Ahlquist family. Ahlquist
(pictured above) was forced to request a
police escort in order to attend school.
When the Freedom From Religion
Foundation (FFRF) attempted to send a “Congratulations”
bouquet of flowers to Ahlquist, three local florist businesses
refused to deliver roses to the home. FFRF and the Ahlquist
family have filed a complaint with the Rhode Island
Commission on Human Rights regarding this incident.
“I was amazed,” said Annie Laurie Gaylor, co-president of
FFRF, which has given Jessica $13,000 in support and
scholarship funds. “We haven’t seen a case like this in a long
time, with this level of revilement and ostracism and
stigmatizing.”
The prayer banner currently is covered by a tarp. One of
the arguments the school board is using to justify the display
of the school banner is that so much time has passed since it
was installed. Supporters of the prayer banner say that it has
become an important part of the school’s history. This is the
same argument that was used in West Chester, Pennsylvania
in order to keep a bronze plaque of the Ten Commandments
displayed on the façade of the Chester County Courthouse.
Back in October 2001, Freethought Society (FS) founder
and president Margaret Downey and FS board member Sally
Flynn filed a lawsuit with the help of the ACLU in an attempt

to have it removed. After initially winning
the case, an appeal overturned the constitutionally sound decision. A plastic cover that
was temporarily concealing the plaque was
eventually removed and the plaque remains
to this day in full public view. The Pennsylvania Appeals Court judges used the
“historical relevance” argument to justify
their ruling. The Ten Commandments plaque
had been on display for over 80 years, and
had not been erected with the intent to defy a
court order, as the Cranston High School
West prayer banner had been.
In Cranston, Rhode Island, some residents
claim that the prayer banner simply reflects “secular values.”
This argument was also used in the Chester County Ten
Commandments case. While bits and pieces of both the
prayer banner and the Ten Commandments are secular,
overtly religious words are prominent and obvious. In the
case of the prayer banner, the religious salutation and closing
effectively turn it into a religious document.
Several Cranston residents claim that the prayer banner
was appropriate since United States currency states, “In God
We Trust.” A statement such as this clearly indicates that the
motto does not just promote the notion that the United States
is a so-called “Christian nation,” but makes its use prejudicial
for any citizen who does not agree. The promotion of such
prejudices is a good argument for removing those words from
money being circulated by the United States Treasury.
FS recently added the Ahlquist case and subsequent
bigotry to the Anti-Discrimination Support Network database.
Ahlquist will be a special guest at the 2012 Reason Rally.
Look for her on stage and cheer to let her know she is loved,
supported and appreciated!


Speakers are: Lauren Becker, Ophelia Benson, Jamila Bey, Greta Christina, Elisabeth Cornwell, Margaret Downey,
Annie Laurie Gaylor, Debbie Goddard, Jennifer Michael Hecht, Melody Hensley, Sikivu Hutchinson, Susan Jacoby,
Jennifer McCreight, Bernice Sandler, Wafa Sultan, and Rebecca Watson. For more information and to register see:

www.womeninsecularism.org/

Reactions to “Year of the Bible” Resolution
by Margaret Downey

On January 24, 2012, House Resolution Number 535 (HR
535) was unanimously approved by Pennsylvania legislators
(193-0). HR 535 was introduced by State Representative
Richard Saccone and co-sponsored by Representatives Seth
Grove and Will Tallman. At the time of the vote, the socalled “noncontroversial” resolution was never called to
question by any State Representative. Regrets for the oversight were expressed by State Representative Mark Cohen.
He has formally requested that HR 535 be reconsidered and
organized a press conference at the State Capitol Building in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to make the announcement. Cohen
invited representatives from American Atheists (David
Silverman and Ernest Perce) to express how the passage of
HR 535 would affect the nontheist community. State
Representative Babette Josephs also attended the February
13, 2012 press conference. Josephs apologized for voting in
favor of HR 535, acknowledging that “she made a mistake.”
Concerns about the crumbling wall of separation of
government and religion due to the passage of HR 535 were
expressed by leaders of the American Civil Liberties Union,
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches and the Freedom From
Religion Foundation.
Of particular concern are HR 535 statements that declare

the Bible is “the word of God” and people should “study and
apply the teachings of the holy scriptures.” HR 535 is
“noncontroversial,” no more.
While the specifically Christian wording of HR 535 is
more symbolic than it is binding, passage of the formal resolution highlights how easily House Bills that endorse, support
and promote religion can slip though unnoticed until it is too
late.
During the February press conference, Silverman said,
“Ladies and gentlemen, this issue is not about atheists,
Christians, Jews, or Muslims. This is about religious bigotry
cloaked in false patriotism and historical revisionism. Passage
of HR 535 is about the government going out of its way to
place a minority in a lower class than the majority. In other
words, it’s government sponsored religious bigotry, and it’s
wrong.”
Watch this newsletter for information about how the
Freethought Society will protest HR 535 should a repeal or
reconsideration not take place. In the meantime, please sign
an online “Repeal Pennsylvania’s House Resolution Number
535 ‘Year of the Bible’” petition at:
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/repeal-or-revoke-houseresolution-535-year-of-the-bible/

FTH Project Update

Helping Hands Committee

by Billy Almoza
In an effort to promote science over prayer and superstition,
the Freethought Society’s (FS) sister group, the Free Thinkers
of Haiti (FTH) recently conducted a solar box cooker
demonstration in the town of Cavaillon. This small town is
located in the southern region of Haiti. Thanks to the teaching
tools sent to FTH by FS, members of FTH were able to show
the Haitian people how to use solar energy. The activity in
Cavaillon was organized by FTH to combat deforestation and
to promote the use of solar power for water purification and
cooking.
Many people in Haiti use wood as a source of revenue.
They survive by selling the wood for cooking purposes. This
method of making a living has caused great harm to the land
and air quality. Deforestation has become a major concern to
many Haitians, who realize the importance of preserving
natural resources. Haitians, however, must find some way to
make money in order to send their children to school.
We were proud to show the citizens of Cavaillon how they
can use solar cookers to purify water and cook food. FTH
volunteers conducted the training in a supermarket located
deep in the mountain area. It was the ideal place to meet
people who live in the countryside.
Cavaillon is remote and the people who live there do not
have access to any electricity. Many residents have never
traveled to any major city. The demonstrations were well
attended and FTH rented a camera to film the event. We also
took photographs showing how happy the people were to
learn. Unfortunately, the video and still camera were stolen
the very evening we returned to Port-au-Prince.
At 8:30 PM, I was jumped and beaten by thieves who stole
my briefcase, which was full of equipment and important
papers. I spent three days in the hospital as a result of the
beating. This is why I am not able to send photos to FS along
with this update about our project. I filed a report with the
police, but they have not captured the people who attacked
me. My important papers are now gone and I must try to
replace everything that was stolen.
The work FTH has done is difficult because of our lack of
funds and terrible living conditions. Even so, FTH members
are satisfied because the message of science and technology
was conveyed to many people who have never thought about
purifying water and ending the deforestation of their land.
People have become aware and most of the Haitians we met
are committed to protecting the environment in which they
live. Solar box cooking will be
very helpful with this goal.
Thanks to FS supporters who
donated to the solar box cooker
project, FTH has helped many
people improve their lives.
Members of FTH appreciated the
generous donations and many
good things were done to promote
science and rational thinking.

by Margaret Downey
The Freethought Society’s (FS) Helping Hands Committee
project to collect gently worn jeans and shoes for the homeless community was announced in the July/August 2011
newsletter. Several large boxes of jeans and shoes were collected at meetings and events and FS was proud to deliver
them to Safe Harbor of Chester County in December 2011.
Safe Harbor is located at 20 North Matlack Street in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. The facility has been open for 15
years. During my frequent visits to the facility, I have never
noticed religious literature or symbols. I had also specifically
asked if the facility was secular or religious. I was pleased
with the answer that not only was there no religious testing
for services, the facility does not promote, endorse or support
any particular religious belief. All visitors are welcome. Safe
Harbor is a secular facility.
There are many jobs to do at Safe Harbor. Volunteers are
needed for laundry duty, health advocacy (scheduling doctor
appointments, providing transportation to doctors and
hospitals, etc.), cleaning, and maintenance of the facility.
Please visit www.safeharborofgwc.org to learn more about
volunteer opportunities. Plans are in the making for an FS
volunteer day at Safe Harbor. Please watch the newsletter for
details.
FS is continuing to collect various items to donate to Safe
Harbor. FS is still accepting jeans and shoes but would also
like to provide some of the following items needed at Safe
Harbor:
Cleaning Supplies
(Windex, bleach, toilet bowl cleaner, Clorox wipes, allpurpose spray cleaner, dish detergent, Brillo pads, Magic
Erasers, cleaning rags)
Women’s Needs
(panties, sports bras, socks, slippers, feminine hygiene
products, pajama pants)
Personal Care Items
(deodorant, razors, shaving cream, Tylenol/Advil, cold
medicine, cough drops/lozenges)
Food Items
(individual snack packs, coffee, creamer cups, sugar/sugar
substitute packets, powdered juice mix, iced tea mix)
Men’s Needs
(boxers, undershirts, socks, hooded sweatshirts, sweat pants,
pajama pants)
Miscellaneous
(bus tokens, paper towels and napkins, tote bags, duffle bags,
backpacks, hats, scarves, gloves)
Donations can be given to West Chester residents and FS
supporters Margaret Downey, Carol Everhart Roper and/
or Tracy McPherson at any FS meeting. The items will be
delivered to Safe Harbor at the earliest convenience and a taxdeduction receipt will be provided to donors requesting one.

The Freethought Society’s (FS)
2012 Three-Month Activities Calendar
March 24

April 16

FS encourages readers to attend the Reason Rally taking
place on Saturday, March 24, 2012. The Reason Rally will
take place on the Washington Mall in Washington, DC
(10:00 AM-4:00 PM). FS was one of the very first sponsors
of this exciting event. Reason Rally activities are free and
open to the public.
Attendees will enjoy music, comedy, speakers, and much
more. On the roster are:

On Monday, April 16, 2012, FS
and Drexel Freethought (an oncampus student group) will host
Nate Phelps at Drexel University.
The Phelps presentation, “The Uncomfortable Grayness of Life,” will
start at 7:00 PM in the Mitchell
Room, located on the first floor of
the Bossone Research Enterprise
Center (3140 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19104). FS thanks Drexel University student leader David
McDevitt for coordinating with University officials for the
use of the Mitchell Room and for helping to promote this
event.
Please note the suggested donation of $5 at the door. The
suggested donation for students with ID is $2.
Phelps is the son of Pastor Fred Phelps of the Westboro
Baptist Church, which gained infamy from their protests at
the funerals of American soldiers.
Phelps will talk about his family and his interesting
philosophical journey. He is currently a resident of Calgary,
Alberta, and works for the Center For Inquiry.
Phelps is currently working on a book which will reveal
his exceptional story. A documentary film about Phelps is
due to be released soon.
Visitors can park at the Drexel Parking Garage using the
self-serve pay-by-space system. Pay in the lobby at the kiosk
just after parking your vehicle by entering the parking space
number and selecting from the kiosk's menu prompts.
Similar parking is available at 3500 Filbert Street. Display
the printed receipt in plain view inside the vehicle’s front
dash.

Richard Dawkins, P. Z. Myers, Taslima Nasrin, James
Randi. Jamie Kilstein, Eddie Izzard, Tim Minchin, Bad
Religion, Adam Savage, Paul Provenza and Shelley Segal.
Please see the bus service ad and hotel information flyers
located elsewhere in this newsletter. For more information,
please visit:
www.ReasonRally.org

April 9
FS is pleased to announce that folk singer and political
satirist Roy Zimmerman will be performing on the campus
of West Chester University (WCU) on Monday, April 9,
2012 in the Sykes Auditorium (110 W. Rosedale Avenue,
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19382). The show starts at
7:00 PM. Please see the concert flyer located elsewhere in
this newsletter for more details.
FS has hosted Zimmerman several times over the years to
rave reviews. This is the second event that will be co-hosted
by FS and the Political Science Club of West Chester
University. FS thanks WCU student leader Nicholas Stark
for coordinating with University officials for use of the
auditorium and for helping to promote this concert.
Zimmerman lives in California. He visits the East Coast
only a few times a year. Get
a taste of Zimmerman’s
music and terrific sense of
humor by watching his clips
on YouTube, but it’s not
nearly as much fun as a live
Zimmerman performance!
Below is a link to just
one of the many song
samples and Zimmerman
concert appearances available for view on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=f3qgiNPVpSM
Please plan to attend!

May 21
Back by popular demand, speaker
Jill McDevitt returns as the
Monday, May 21, 2012 speaker.
This event is co-hosted by the Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia
(EHSP). The event will begin at 7:00
PM at the EHSP building located at
1906 South Rittenhouse Square,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103.
Please note the suggested donation of
$5 at the door.
McDevitt’s speech, “The Politics of Sexual Oppression,”
will highlight American sexual oppression laws, politics, and
the psychology of oppression as it relates to sex.

An Important Announcement from the Freethought Society’s Board of Directors:
Effective January 1, 2012, the Freethought Society (FS) became an independent national organization. FS has grown from a
regional group to a group with national outreach interests. Consequently, the FS board of directors passed a motion finalizing a
proposal that FS amicably disaffiliate from the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF). The disaffiliation as a chapter of
FFRF will allow FS to continue to grow and develop more educational programs, committees and events that can service a larger
geographical area than allowed by the FFRF chapter bylaws. FS remains on excellent terms with FFRF and will continue to work
closely with on our common goals. FS intends to provide nontheist services not offered by any other national organization.
Please see www.FtSociety.org for details.
FS does not compete with other national groups for members. FS actively seeks “supporters” for projects and committees.
You may earmark donations in support of specific endeavors and/or be of assistance with operational expenses. FS monthly
expenses average around $700. Expenses include the rental of a storage unit, a part-time employee, ink, postage, paper, website
upkeep, Meetup fees, speaker honorariums, event venue rentals and many other incidental operational costs. No FS volunteer,
board members or officers receive a salary. Some board members donate an average of 100 hours a month of their time to help
meet FS responsibilities. The FS president, Margaret Downey, works an average of 200 hours a month to complete her officer
duties. She is not paid for her time and relies on donations to meet expenses related to running the organization.
To celebrate and recognize the new FS national status, please make a generous donation using the form below.


The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion and government. FS publishes a quarterly newsletter, The Freethought Society News. The newsletter is delivered
as an ezine via email only. The newsletter is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those
who are interested in learning more about freedom of thought.
Monthly events take place in many locations across the nation, with emphasis in the tri-state area of Pennsylvania,
Delaware and New Jersey. FS activities and services depend on the financial contributions of supporters. Funds may be
sent using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org). All contributions to FS are tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law (EIN Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
( ) become a supporter of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society):
$30 Individual Supporter
$35 Family Supporter
$20 Student
$1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
( ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
paypal in the amount of (circle one): $5 $10 $15 $20 $25 $30 $35 $40 $45 $_____(other per month)
( ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________Cell: ____________________________________________
( ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will email a complimentary newsletter to potential supporters. Please provide contact information for anyone who
might be interested in receiving an FS newsletter.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail this form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242 or email: newsletter@FtSociety.org

