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I am very pleased to announce that after almost  30 years of working on Thomas Paine-
themed projects on a shoestring budget, the Freethought  Society’s (FS) Thomas Paine 
Memorial Committee (TPMC) received an earmarked donation to provide seed money for 
future projects. The money was designated in a will that  is managed by BNY Mellon. The 
generous admirer of Paine was Walter A. Schmitz. It was his desire to see that  the work 
and life of the great Founding Father and American patriot would not be forgotten.  
 Over the years, many Paine projects were placed on hold due to lack of money. Now, 
TPMC can move forward with the following:

1. Thomas Paine sculpture designed by the world-famous sculptor, Zenos Frudakis

2. Thomas Paine coloring book for children written by Margaret Downey, illustrated by a 
yet to be determined artist

3. Musical compilation of Thomas Paine-themed songs written and performed by James 
Klueh

 $10,000 of seed money is now designated to each of the above projects. As you can 
well imagine, much more money will be needed to complete the goals. For instance, a 
sculpture of Paine is estimated to cost  around $400,000, but the seed money will help in 
getting a full-fledged fundraising campaign off to a great start.
 The coloring book I wrote 15 years ago was placed on hold because I could not afford 
to hire an artist. The seed money will allow the committee to finally find the perfect 
illustrator for the project. Many publishers have already expressed interest in the coloring 
book and the Committee is in the process of determining which one will provide the most 
exposure and circulation opportunities. Several Paine scholars have vetted and approved 
the story. They will be endorsing the coloring book.
 The Paine-themed musical compilation is going to be like no other! Klueh has written 
original lyrics and music. With seed money we will also be able to include other song 
favorites such as Dick Gaughan’s Tom Paine’s Bones.
 While there is seed money to work with, each project requires much more funding. To 
that end, FS kicked off a special fundraising effort on the birthdate of Thomas Paine 
(January 29). On that  date, TPMC announced that actor Ian  Ruskin, sculptor Frudakis, and 
musician Klueh will attend the 2016 Reason Rally in order to highlight the future projects 
honoring the life and work of Paine. If you are as excited as members of TPMC and would 
like to help financially, please donate at http://is.gd/ThomasPaine. 
 Any size donation would be greatly appreciated. Donors contributing $100 or more will 
receive thank you gifts which will be mailed. We cannot ask for donations at  the Reason 
Rally site due to National Park Service regulations. We hope that  after people visit the table 
and meet Ruskin, Frudakis and Klueh, they will be inspired to learn more about  Thomas 
Paine and later help us with the wonderful projects described above.
 Help us fulfill the last wishes of Mr. Schmitz by contributing to future TPMC projects 
now. With your help and the seed money we now have, Paine’s legacy will carry on.        p

The Thomas Paine Memorial Committee 
Receives a Financial Boost!

by Margaret Downey

mailto:Ezine@FtSociety.org
mailto:Ezine@FtSociety.org
mailto:newsletter@FtSociety.org?subject=
mailto:newsletter@FtSociety.org?subject=
http://www.reasonrally.org
http://www.reasonrally.org
http://is.gd/ThomasPaine
http://is.gd/ThomasPaine


From Fearful Times to Thoughtful Rhymes
by Buck Bowen

My passion for poetry, creating 
music, and pursuing truth before 
comfort  has compelled me to write 
many free-thinking songs, but I 
wasn’t always so skeptical. 
     At  age 22 I still slept with the 
lights on. The dreadful terror of 
coming home at night was always 
justified by the ominous Amityville-
style flashing lights in my room’s 
window. I couldn’t  count the number 
of times I found a dead body hanging 
in the closet, or how often I’d awaken 
at  night to see Jesus standing at the 
foot of my bed. The fear never failed. 
     Of course I didn’t  actually see any of these things. They 
were just  vivid thoughts constantly playing out in my head 
— the product of ignorance, a hyperactive imagination, 
Hollywood, and a mild Catholic upbringing. Although the 
visions were false, they felt real. 
     I was raised loosely Catholic, which provided fertile soil 
for irrational thinking, but I was plagued more by 
superstition than religion. The degree to which fear and 
superstition governed my life was unimaginable, and at 
times quite ridiculous. For example, as a skateboarder I was 
constantly prone to injury, so before doing a trick I’d knock 
on wood (conveniently my skateboard). It  wasn’t  long 
before my incessant  knocking became painful, so I decided 
that simply tapping my thumb and pointer finger together 
three times would suffice. A half-hour passed before the 
absurdity of my actions became clear and I quit. 
     Although I fell prey to silly superstitions, I credit family 
and the film industry for the bulk of my sleepless nights. 
My Catholic aunts would tell childhood ghost stories and 
anecdotes of evil demons. They weren’t funny, they were 
frightening, and only served to perpetuate my fearful 
thinking. Movies like Poltergeist and The Exorcist seem 
laughable now, but  back then they produced a fear that  had 
me sweating mercilessly under the covers, gripping my 
blanket like a shield. Thinking back, how could a one-
eighth inch thick piece of cotton stop something intent  on 
hurting me?
   Terrified and confined to a four by seven-foot padded cell 
that I affectionately called “my bed,” every floor creak was 
some imagined evil getting one step closer. The anticipation 
sent  beads of sweat  leaping off my cheeks like sailors 
jumping ship. Then, right before it consumed me, my eyes 
would open and it  was morning. And so went the next 
decade plus.
     As a child and teen this behavior was debilitating, but  as 
a young adult male it was also shameful. When I’d leave the 
house at night I’d wait  until the last second to turn off the 
lights, dashing for the front door before “something” got 
me. I must have looked like a dog running from the shadow 
of its tail. 

     While everyone else grew out of 
childhood fears, I just grew tired of 
them. Nearly two decades passed 
before the fatigue did me in. I 
became so exhausted by fear that I 
didn’t have the strength to react 
anymore. That was the moment 
everything changed. 
    My liberation started with a single 
question: what exactly IS this thing 
I’m afraid of? From there I began to 
investigate, which opened up a won-
derful world of discovery! 
     I examined the historical basis for 
popular superstitions and definitions 

for things like God, ghosts, demons, and spirits. The deeper 
I dug, the more questions I uncovered. “A ghost is the spirit 
of a dead person.” OK, but  what’s a spirit? “A spirit  is the 
soul of a human.” And what’s that exactly? The questions 
kept emerging. 
     As my research continued I noticed inconsistencies and 
contradictions. For example: a ghost can walk through walls 
but then pick up a plate? A soul can see without  eyes? God 
created everything but needs no creator? The unconvincing 
answers may have satisfied the biased skeptic, but  I wanted 
to know what IS — not what felt right or sounded good. 
   That’s not to say I was completely devoid of silly 
thoughts. Bad habits do die hard. I recall thinking things 
like, “How can God not exist? Look how many movies and 
books have been made about him. All of these people can’t 
be wrong!” Of course they can. But at  that  time I was 
unaware of the ad populum fallacy, that no amount  of 
popularity proves something true.
     My superstitious thinking was very resistant. What really 
helped me break through was the support and camaraderie 
of secular/atheist  groups. I could safely and openly express 
myself around like-minded individuals. I was always 
learning new information and ways of thinking from others 
more experienced and intelligent than me. I also discovered 
many great  books, such as The Demon-Haunted World by 
Carl Sagan.
     Sagan’s book had a profound affect on me. I learned two 
incredibly powerful facts. First, a rational fear of the dark is 
advantageous. It  keeps me from wandering out at  night  just 
like it  kept our ancestors from leaving the village and 
becoming dinner. Second, the wild and often sinister images 
I saw in walls, reflections, and shadows at night  weren’t 
actually real, but just my brain trying to make sense of 
otherwise meaningless information.
   During most  of my journey to freethought I was on a 
musical hiatus. In late 2012 I got the itch again, realizing 
with much alacrity that I could use music to liberate others 
from the same shackles of fearful thinking that I had worn. 
My first skeptically-based song, God Is Wh?t, was based on 
a debate between Sam Harris and William Lane Craig.

We jump up in fright 
when things go bump

in the night. 

We evolved this propensity 
to help us survive… 

A few verses from “Ghost Blunders,” 
a song by Buck Bowen 



Pictured above is Buck Bowen. The photo was taken during 
the recording of his Openly Secular video which can be seen 
in its entirety at:

http://openlysecular.org/video/buck-bowen-openly-secular/

Below are his original lyrics to the song:

Hello and what’s up?
I’m Openly Secular but you can call me Buck

I’m here for you whenever you need me
As a source of inspiration to speak freely

But it’s not always easy, so calculate the risk
And if now isn’t the right time then wait a little bit

Prepare yourself well before you do it
You can check Openly Secular dot org for a toolkit

It’ll help you see the benefits
Of living openly with your loved ones and many friends

And yes the truth can be hard
But never apologize for who you are!
‘Cause we don’t need a supreme being 

to be mean or normal
Educate the people who think your position is immoral

And have no fear if you’ve lost your faith
Come join the secular community 

cause here you’ve got a place
Where you can be at ease

Feel liberated and have greater access 
to support communities

And if you want to get involved and be an activist

Then let me wrap with this
You should read, study, get an education

Become a brick of knowledge in the wall of separation
Between church and state like Jefferson

Because a secular government offers the best protection
for everyone

© 2015 Buck Bowen

Bowen is pictured below during the filming of If I Were 
Jesus Part II music video. See the full video at:

 https://youtu.be/mc0t4tKHSvc

    While fear subsided — inspiration ignited! I created songs 
that drew upon my favorite authors, pulling from the 
influential works of Sagan (The Dragon In My Garage 
featured at: https://youtu.be/cYDxYwHGK9I), Sean Carroll 
(The Afterlife Party featured at  https://youtu.be/
w0D0iZ7fG7A), and Thomas Paine  (Omni-Absurd featured 
at https://youtu.be/-xCzvhXZVGk).     
   There are numerous ways in which I can help people 
through music. With vibrant  storytelling and a splash of dry 
wit, I can inspire hope, encourage critical thinking, and 
motivate others to form their own opinions based on reason 
and skeptical inquiry.
     In retrospect, I faced many of my fears simply by defining 
them. Every day I see the rewards of going outside of my 
comfort  zone. It didn’t happen overnight and it  wasn’t  easy. 

It  was an arduous process of asking questions, investigating 
answers, and forming conclusions based on rational thinking. 
This process is ongoing by the way. 
   While it  takes little effort  to plant the seed of fear and even 
less work to watch it grow (i.e., overtake your garden), the 
seed of freethought is two-fold: you must diligently nurture it 
daily while constantly plucking the weeds of fear that attack 
it. You truly reap what you sow.
  I no longer sleep with the lights on. In fact, when I 
occasionally feel afraid I’ll usually remove my blanket  and 
outstretch my foot  as if to symbolically say, “Go ahead, take 
it.”
     I’ve learned many lessons on my amazing and educational 
journey. The most  important for me has been that the shadow 
of fear fades once you shine the light of reason on it.          p
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Letters and email messages to the editors 
of newspapers are personal points of 
view that condense a position and 
provide information that is easy to  
follow by a publication’s readership. By 
getting ideas out into the larger public 
forum, it  keeps the issue alive so others 
can read it and make up their own minds, 
or — gasp — even change their minds!
 Over the years I have had pretty 
good results in getting published in my 
local city paper and a much larger 
regional national/international news-
paper. There is a learning curve and 
hopefully my experiences for optimizing 
your chance of being printed or posted 
will be of help.
 Letters and emails to the editor are 
important, and nearly all publications 
have online submission forms, forums or 
websites on which to post your opinion. 
For those who like to communicate the 
old fashioned way with a snail-mail 
letter, newspaper address are always 
listed in the publication. 
 The Freethought Society and other 
secular national/international organi-
zations, represent  the point of view of 
atheists, freethinkers and humanists, and 
they are important resources for spread-
ing “The Word.” That broad message, 
however, also needs to be disseminated 
to the grassroots community. This can be done through a 
more localized way, such as community newspapers and 
blogs. That’s where we come in!  
 This is important  for two reasons: First, it keeps you, the 
writer, focused and involved regarding the subject at  hand 
and how it is impacting your local community. Second, it 
provides other local like-minded people a feeling of 
connection, and gives them comfort  and more confidence 
knowing that they are not alone. It also provides talking 
points for others to use.  
 Emails, forum discussions, and Letters to the Editor are 
also great  for tracking local thought  on a whole range of 
local and international matters. Personally, I really enjoy 
reading the opinions of others — whether I agree with their 
point  of view or not — because I will become better 
informed about  my local community and the viewpoints of 
my fellow citizens.  
 There are no hard and fast rules in regards to writing 
Letters to the Editor, except  one: BREVITY! Most  papers 
have word limits for submissions; in my paper’s case it is 
150 words. Forget the multi-page manifesto of reasoned and 
carefully-researched work resplendent with foot notes.  
Think “Printed sound bites!”  

 The idea is to get  your point  of view 
out into the public square where it  will 
sink or swim on its own merits. It just has 
to get out there!  You do not  want to get a 
reputation with the newspapers staff of 
“oh, it’s that nut  that  keeps sending us 
reams of dribble that  we don’t have time 
to look at, let alone room to print.”
 The two papers that  I deal with 
invite responses to articles that they have 
run. They also pose questions and invite 
answers from their readers. 
 When my local paper, the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram , asked the 
question, “What  is Christianity’s role in 
public life?” (Question of the Week, 
December 14, 2015). My email response 
was:

None! The Founding Fathers came from 
the background of a mandated religion, 
the Church of England, which excluded 
all other religions from holding official 
Crown positions and limited social 
advancement.

When setting up our new nation, they 
wisely eliminated this oppressive and 
limiting mandate through the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and 
opened up our new society to all citizens. 
This amendment gives us the freedom 

from religion or to practice any religion.

It does not permit holding one religion over another in the 
public square, which means that Christianity should be 
treated as just one of many religions and not hold special 
sway in public life. Your private views on a particular 
religion are thus safe from government interference as are 
all other religions, or non-belief in any religion. A secular 
“public life” permits this freedom for all.

Our Founding Fathers were of various religions and a few 
key players were atheists, but they were all men of the 
Enlightenment and we are all better off for it.

— Bob Hoffman       
     Long Beach, California

Here is another example of a letter I wrote to the Los Angeles 
Times in response to an article (“Bible-based bias”) 
concerning Indiana Governor Mike Pence  trying to defend 
his new religious rights law attacking same-sex marriage: 

When did politicians, of all people, become our social and 
religious arbitrators?

Letters/Emails to the Editor: Why and How
by Bob Hoffman

Pictured above is Bob Hoffman. He 
is a longtime resident  of Long 
Beach, California. Hoffman is a 
former lifeguard and firefighter. 
Hoffman has been a Freethought 
Society supporter since 2009. 



Politicians spend an inordinate amount of time fawning over 
those who donate money to their reelection campaign 
accounts, but they still have to find some time to tend to the 
people’s business. Depending on the level of the office, this 
can run from the filling of potholes to the defense of the 
nation.

How then do they have enough time to try and force their 
personal views of morality on the general population?

That’s not their job.  

Their job is to do the pragmatic business of overseeing and 
running of government.  There are civil and criminal laws to 
cover social interaction and otherwise the personal actions 
of people are theirs alone as long as they don’t violate 
existing law.

Politicians should take care of the public’s business and 
mind their own.

— Bob Hoffman
     Long Beach, California

 When you write your own letters and emails, keep it 
short, tight, and to the topic’s point. Pick your target, write 
your thoughts down, then edit, edit, and edit  some more. Sit 
on your letter for a day or two and then edit a bit  more. Only 
then should you send it  in. Practice does help, and did I 
mention the part about editing?
 Try to get a “hook” in your opening statement. News-
paper staff read a lot  of emails and letters so you have to get 
their attention first. Don’t  make your letter personal. Lay out 
your argument and logic, and let  it  do the work. No one likes 
a know-it-all. 
 My tack is not  to attack religion directly and get people 
all lathered up and in a defensive mood, but  rather to point 
out the inconsistencies and misuse of religion and let  them 
make up their own minds. No one wins a shouting match!   
 Don’t continually send letters and emails. Wait  until a 
good topic and a good letter come together. Sometimes I just 
can’t  put  a good letter together and I drop the effort rather 
than get  a bad reputation with the paper’s staff by wasting 
their time with poor logic. They will get to know you, and if 
you gain their trust  in your judgement and facts, the effort is 
much easier. That  is why you see some of the same email 
and letter writers time after time in your paper.      
 Regardless of your success in getting published, the 
exercise is a great  way to get your own thinking process in 
order. Researching, refining, expressing, and condensing 
your thoughts are good disciplines to encourage in yourself. 
 The big problem that religious fundamentalists of all 
faiths have is that they are stuck with a very limited bronze-
age dogma with which to argue. Secular people have 
everything else to use, such as facts, science, logic, humor, 
satire, creativity, and the list  goes on. The polls show that 
more and more people are thinking for themselves and our 
goal should be to give them the information and encourage-
ment to do so. Letter by letter, email by email.                    p

The Freethought  Society (FS) was honored to host 
Professor Stephen Eric Bronner as the speaker for the 
January 2016 program. He sits on the Board of Governors 
and is a professor of Political Science at Rutgers University 
located in New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bronner is Director 
of Global Relations and is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the UNESCO Chair for Genocide Prevention. 
He is also a member of the Center for the Study of Genocide 
and Human Rights.
 While traditional forms of expressing prejudice still 
exist, Professor Bronner addressed the new, and arguably 
more important, forms of bigotry that  target  the same groups 
but with a different language. This new bigotry is different 
from “institutional” prejudice, which rarely has an active 
agent. Now we see an agent with material interests as well as 
the ideological beliefs which are very similar to previous 
bigots. Unless the tactics of the new bigot are understood, 
however, it  becomes even more difficult  to oppose him or 
her.
 FS is happy to consider recommendations for speakers. 
Please send your recommendation to the email address 
below. If possible, please include the speaker’s contact 
information, short bio and photo. Send to:

Margaret@FtSociety.org

 FS provides well-appointed presentation venues, a 
complimentary dinner, and an honorarium for speakers.

Freethought Society 
Welcomes Speaker 
Recommendations

Pictured above are (left  to right) Professor Stephen Eric 
Bronner, Tracy Lockwood (Freethought Society Board 
Member) and Glen Loev (Vice-President of The 
Freethought Society).
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Deconstructing “God Bless America”
by Tim Law 

In	the 1980s, I watched Ronald Reagan  beat  the nation over 
the head with the phrase “God Bless America.” Politicians, 
preachers and leaders of all stripes, both liberal and 
conservative, had delivered the same chestnut  many times 
for many decades, but  this time it  seemed different. The way 
“Saint Ronald” delivered it  with his gleaming Hollywood 
eyes was portentous, perhaps even ominous. In my opinion, 
Reagan delivered the line in almost  a slyly threatening way 
— a veiled threat to atheists, agnostics, humanists and 
nontheists of all types that America was being reclaimed 
from their godless clutches. Perhaps more than any other 
phrase, it  became the rallying cry of the latest  historical 
resurgence of religiosity in America and remains so today 
with Reagan’s would-be-heirs to the presidency, Ted Cruz, 
Marco Rubio, Ben Carson, and even Donald Trump. 
They all use the phrase “religiously.”
 While the aim of this article is to deconstruct  the phrase 
“God Bless America,” I have to start with an important 
disclaimer. I grew up in Philadelphia in the 1970s watching 
the Philadelphia Flyers win two 
Stanley Cups, victories directly 
attributed to the inspiring figure of 
Kate  Smith, the “First Lady of 
Radio,” belting out a contralto “God 
Bless America” before game six of 
the finals at the old Philadelphia 
Spectrum. Smith’s magic invocation 
of God’s blessing seemed to deliver 
the Stanley Cup every time, except 
when it didn’t, including every year 
up to 1974 and 1975 and every year 
since! It  was all the convincing I 
needed that God really did bless 
America, bless the Philadelphia 
Flyers, and bless the violent sport of 
hockey. 
 I have to acknowledge Smith’s 
rendition of the prayerful song was 
a tangible source of inspiration for a 
beleaguered city, an out-matched 
team, and lots of struggling families in Philadelphia that 
desperately needed heroes. So despite what  I am about  to 
convey here, I will always have a soft spot for Smith’s 
saintly rendition. Even as a rationalist, I still believe her 
invocation brought  those Stanley Cups to Philadelphia, but 
not for the reasons most religionists would believe. The 
Flyers were made gods, and had to answer the prayers of 
their people, whatever it took. 
 Reflecting back on that time, I completely understand 
why those words, “God Bless America,” became a rallying 
cry for not  only Philadelphia, but for an emerging national 
political coalition of Reagan Democrats.
 The phrase has served over the decades since as a kind 
of identity marker for who you were, where you came from, 
what you experienced, and what you believed in, neatly 

packaged up in a simple, powerful, emphatically-delivered 
phrase: God Bless America! 
 Those who haven't  experience that toxic mix of  
economic struggle and religious elixirs cannot fully 
appreciate how tightly packed with emotion, belief, anguish, 
politics, religiosity, and identity this phrase has become. It  is 
so densely crammed with patriotism, conservative ideology, 
and nationalism that  in my estimation it  represents one of 
the three largest black holes in the language of American 
political, cultural, and intellectual life, alongside “In God 
We Trust” and “One Nation, Under God.” These three 
phrases have nearly swallowed whole any chance of rational 
discourse about the secular foundations of the United States. 
Let  me now deconstruct the phrase dearest  to my own 
experience: God Bless America. 
 I have been listening intently to this phrase in political 
speeches, in corporate speeches, in communities, on 
campuses, and in schools for the last  three decades. As an 
observer of political language, a former journalist, an active 

member of the communities in 
which I’ve lived, and an active 
participant in the culture wars, I 
have closely watched how this 
phrase has been used, sometimes 
reflexively, sometimes thought-
lessly, and at times with intent  — if 
not always good intent. 
 When citizens say it, politicians 
say it, CEOs say it, televangelists 
say it, and school principals say it, 
they are uttering more than a literal 
invocation of God’s blessing. For 
the person speaking it, the phrase 
itself may have nothing to do with 
God, blessings, or America for that 
matter, and more to do with 
identity, affirmation, heroes, and 
irrational hopes and dreams of 
continual victory. Especially in an 
America that  is confronted by 

emerging competition for the “Commanding Heights,” it 
may be an expression of wishful thinking that the United 
States can overcome its many enemies and competitors 
because we are “blessed.” The phrase still remains in part 
the spiritual component of a lingering illusion of manifest 
destiny, continual growth and prosperity. 
 At the end of a speech, a conversation, a business trans-
action, an encounter with a school administrator — when 
you have heard that  phrase uttered, you have a clue to that 
person’s stands on a slew of issues beyond simple matters of 
religion. Since the 1980s, the phrase has become the “secret 
handshake” of political discourse that separated “us” from 
“them,” a phrase that identified “decent, hard-working, god-
fearing, patriotic Americans” from godless, liberal 
intellectuals. The phrase was one of the key rhetorical 



weapons that helped forge the political 
constituencies of the Religious Right. 
 It  is difficult  not  to look aghast  at  the 
violent blowback we experience in 
communities when attempting to remove 
this phrase from public institutions. 
Recently in Haddon Heights, New Jersey, 
the students have been led by the principal 
in reciting the words “God Bless America” 
at  the end of the Pledge of Allegiance, as if 
“One Nation Under God” was not  enough. 
After the ACLU sent  a letter challenging 
the practice, according to Christianity 
Today, the school never meant  to invoke 
“religious intentions” and was “basically a 
patriotic gesture.” 
 The principal’s comments demonstrate 
how completely oblivious many have 
become to the actual meaning of the 
phrase, and the depth to which we have 
been brainwashed into thinking that a belief in “God” 
equates to being a “Patriot.” 
 It  is easy to judge religionists harshly for what appears to 
be a lack of understanding of the fundamental constitutional 
principle of separation of religion and government, 
constitutional protections of religious minorities, and pro-
tections against religion-based discrimination.
 Religionists either do not  understand or are willing to 
ignore the precondition of those freedoms articulated in the 
establishment clause, which keeps religion and government 
apart. 
 What  could possibly be bad about  people in charge of 
public and private secular institutions, with power over 
people’s lives, saying three little words, “God Bless 
America?” A lot  is wrong with it, well beyond the legal and 
constitution arguments that surround cases like the one in 
Haddon Heights, New Jersey. 
 Let’s start  with the word “God.” The most immediate 
question that comes to my mind when I listen to a speech or 
hear someone in authority say “God Bless America” is a 
simple question that  often answers itself: which God? It 
stands to reason that  it would necessarily mean the God that 
belongs to the person speaking the phrase. 
 Although the defense offered in support  of using this 
phrase in a secular, public context is that it  is a general, non-
exclusive reference to all gods, this argument  simply defies 
logic. I strongly doubt that when Reagan ended his speeches 
with a sincere invocation of God’s blessing, he meant Allah 
or Vishnu. He most  certainly meant  his god, the Protestant 
Christian God of the Bible. Or did he? I will address that 
later. 
 Politicians aside, anybody who says “God Bless 
America,” short  of some tortured act of self-negation, would 
necessarily mean “My God” blesses America. Unfortunately, 
in language, possessives do not  follow the rules of algebra, 
where one, even when not present, is always understood. So 
we should force some discipline into this conversation and 
ask people to go on the record with which god they are 
asking to Bless America, exactly. 

 This would force a more forthright 
debate. Because aside from acknow-
ledging which god they mean to invoke, 
devout  believers would never disavow their 
special god, or their favorite majority gods, 
and deign to ask gods like Shiva, Vishnu 
and Shakti to Bless America, despite the 
fact that  Hinduism is now the fourth-largest 
faith in the United States, according to Pew 
Research findings in May of 2015. 
 The defenders of this phrase used to 
argue that it  represented some general god 
that stands for all religions in the United 
States, which really does not jibe with the 
“One God” under which our nation is 
indivisible, according to the Roman 
Catholic Knights of Columbus version of 
America. To be frank, that’s never really 
been very plausible. No one saying “God 
Bless America” necessarily means your 

god, especially if your god is not the God of the Bible. The 
God in this phrase is not inclusive but exclusionary. Right-
wing conservative Christians have given up on the pretense 
altogether. When Christians say “God” they actually are 
imagining one of several possible gods of the trinity. It could 
be the wrathful god of the Old Testament. They could be 
thinking of Jesus, the hippyish-looking savior who could 
easily pass for the fifth Beatle, or they could be thinking 
about the gossamer god, the Holy Spirit, the least  popular of 
the trio.  
 In most politics, especially in conservative and Republi-
can circles, when you hear “God Bless America” you can 
confidently assume that  the god invoked is the Christian God 
of the Bible. And you can be equally confident  it does not 
mean Adonia, YHWH, El Elohim, Eloah, El Shaddai, 
Tzevaot or Sabaoth, unless uttered by one of the ten Jewish 
Senators or eighteen Jewish Representatives of the 
114th Congress. “Blessing” in the Jewish context most 
certainly does not include “Allah,” at least  not  sincerely, and 
it does not include Jesus, either. The fact  is, many of us just 
don’t have any shared concept of god, even in the abstract.  
 When we hear the phrase “God Bless America,” it 
always means somebody’s god, possibly not your neighbor’s 
god, and probably not the god of lots of other Americans. It 
probably means the god of the Bible, and most  likely Jesus. 
This obviously excludes agnostics, atheists, secularists, and 
other non-theists, as well as many minority religions. 
 Right out  of the gate this phrase is problematic. “God” 
cannot ever be understood to stand for all gods and most 
probably always means a specific god. At any given time, 
when God’s blessing is being invoked by a leader of an 
American public institution, we can estimate that  20 to 30 
percent of Americans are being excluded from the blessing. 
Even though they love America, wish it  well, and badly want 
to be on the winning team too, they know it  is not  their 
god(s) blessing the country. They are also excluded.
 Surely a word like “Bless” includes everyone, right? 
Well, no, not really. According to Merriam Webster 
Dictionary, this word is derived from Middle English, from 



the Old English, “blētsian,” meaning blood, specifically the 
blood used in consecration. Already I am feeling a bit 
squeamish. So…God Bleed You? I guess? For all intents 
and purposes, even a casual reading of the derivations and 
evolution of this term leads to the conclusion that this word 
has come to be “owned” by Christianity. I truly doubt  that 
the majority of people uttering God “Bless” America really 
mean to literally consecrate the land in blood. Some 
fanatical religionists surely mean it in its most  literal, 
religious root. These scary sects of religion in the U.S. 
would literally like to see America “consecrated in blood.” 
 When you hear “God Bless America” in this context, 
it’s not the smiling, grandfatherly image of Reagan saying 
God Bless America, or the feigned patriotic verve of Trump 
that comes to mind. Imagine the rabid, fire and brimstone 
preacher with visions of hell fire and armageddon in his 
eyes, or the Christian version of ISIS, latent American 
terrorists who would literally die for the chance to 
“consecrate” America. These folks don’t say “God Bless 
America” with a smile. And they don’t pretend for a minute 
to include your God or you. 
 Thankfully, due to secular law enforcement like the FBI 
and Homeland Security, we do not  hear much of these types 
of invocations for God to Bless America. Unfortunately, we 
still have to deal with the more annoying uses of the word 
“bless.” More recently it has been carved out of the 
Christian vernacular as yet another identity marker. It  is one 
of those words meant to communicate “I am a Christian, 
and therefore blessed by Christ, regardless of whether or not 
you are.”   
 How many times has the reservationist  or clerk ended 
your call with an unwelcome “Have a blessed day?” Or how 
many times have you heard some evangelical in the office 
tell everyone how “blessed” they were to have gotten a new 
cardigan sweater for Christmas? Or how about the NFL 
player being interviewed who was “blessed” to have made a 
touchdown, who the following week could equally be 
“blessed” with a concussion or ACL tear?
 From its really disturbing roots to its more annoying use 
as a Christian identity marker, the word “bless” also has 
very little wiggle room for use in our secular institutions 
without  crossing the church-state dividing line. But 
especially in the context of “God Bless America,” the word 
is rife with problems. 
 First, many religions represented in our schools and our 
communities have no such recognition of something called 
a “blessing’ in its most widely-used sense. It is offensive to 
some religions to suggest  they join with you in making such 
a bold request of their god (if you actually mean to include 
their god) in invoking such a thing as a “blessing.” To 
request  a blessing from a god in these instances is just 
nonsensical. In the deep traditions of some religions, they 
would not acknowledge something called a blessing, let 
alone from a singular god, let alone for a land or an ideal 
like “America,” — an idea foreign to their own religious 
traditions and texts. 
 I have two other special problems with the word 
“bless.” I am not a theologian, but  my limited under-
standing from my Catholic upbringing was that  a blessing 

was persistent; you didn’t become “unblessed” short of a 
major fall from grace, i.e. a big sin. So….what are we 
saying by constantly having to invoke God’s blessing for 
America? Second, blessings were something priests did. I 
am a little uneasy when secular authorities start  blessing 
things, even America. It’s like the President asking God to 
keep our country safe. I feel like screaming, “Hey, wait  a 
minute, that’s your job.” So much for the buck stops here. 
 This brings us finally to “America.” I have often 
wondered why people don’t  say, God Bless the United 
States and most frequently use “America.” And the more I 
listened, the more I understood. 
 The invocation is pretty straight  forward if the speaker 
really literally means, God bless “everything and everyone 
within the geographic boundary of the United States of 
America (and presumably outlining territories) stopping 
exactly at our land and maritime borders and not  providing 
any residual blessing to territories sharing those borders.” 
 Such a precise invocation may be straightforward, but  it  
is still problematic. If the speakers means the "United States 
of America,” it  is arrogant  to assume that just because their 
audience is present  within the geographic boundary of a 
federal republic that somehow their religious traditions and 
their god acknowledges that  republic. Think about how 
arrogant  it is to ask the adherents of global religions that 
span many countries to request their god to bless America 
specifically and require that  people subjugate their gods to 
the manmade boundaries of a specific country. Some of 
these gods predate Christianity by thousands of years, and 
so have no concept  of Europe or America in their traditions. 
Arguably the only gods with a direct linkage to America are 
the gods of the Native Americans and even then, most were 
gods of the whole earth. 
 In the phrase “God Bless America,” the word 
“America” is not being used as an abbreviated form of the 
“United States of America.” The speaker probably isn’t 
even thinking about  the country or its territories at all, but 
rather the “promise” and the symbol of America. It is a 
conjuring of all those pride-inducing ideas with which we 
were all inculcated in history class from K through 12th 
grade, wrapped up in this mishmash of images and symbols; 
the American flag, the Statue of Liberty, the Liberty Bell, 
amber waves of grain, purple mountain majesty, the land of 
the free, home of the brave, the Constitution and more 
importantly the Bill of Rights itself. “America” was the 
gleam in Reagan’s eye when he made all those utterances; it 
is a fondly-remembered fiction of our imaginations and 
national lore. 
 It  is also a reference to the America that  has usually 
been very kind financially to the person uttering the phrase. 
For Reagan, it  was an America that enabled a mediocre 
actor with questionable intellect  to make a great  living in 
the movie business and leverage his skills to act  his way 
into the presidency of the United States. For Americans of 
the baby boom generation, many of whose success was not 
the Providence of God but  the result of an unprecedented 
swelling of a demographic cohort  combined with free 
market capitalism that created a huge asset  bubble, America 
means wealth and all of the material comfort  it afforded. 



For the winners of the baby boom lottery, when they say 
“God Bless America,” “America” means the opportunity to 
have lived in an era where one could engage in an endless 
cycle of upward mobility, wealth accumulation, and 
conspicuous consumption without having to worry about 
any of the consequences. For the baby boomers of the 
Reagan-Clinton era of unfettered capitalism, the “America” 
in God Bless America mostly means the American 
economic machine. Like Smith’s singing, it  delivered the 
goods. God Bless Capitalism. God Bless my own good 
fortune. God Bless the financial markets. God Bless my 
401(k). 
 For some, it means ‘merica, (pronounced emphatically 
MERIKA), the unconditional freedom to bear arms (and 
purchase pick-up trucks, apparently), and to frivolously 
waste the Earth’s resources. This ‘merica is the connotation 
among America’s redneck culture when they invoke God’s 
blessing. This is the sense of ‘merica one gets when hearing 
the word as a sign-off at a southern rock concert  or after a 
NASCAR victory lap; “God Bless our Fans and God Bless 
‘merica.” We’re not talking Reagan here: think Sarah 
Palin. 

 There can be no doubt about  what  the speaker means 
here — we are talking the God of the Bible, and more 
precisely Jesus, even if pictured as “the lead vocals for 
Lynryd Skynyrd with like, an angel band” as imagined in 
the Will  Farrell  comedy Talladega Nights. This cohort is 
asking blessings for a very specific connotation of ‘merica. 
This is Charles Pierce’s “Idiot  America,” anti-intellectual, 
anti-liberal, anti-science, anti-university, anti-book, anti-big 
words, often racist, often homophobic, and often 
xenophobic. The “America” they are asking God to bless is 
a perverted connotation of freedom — freedom from facts, 
freedom from consequences, freedom from information, 
freedom from hard thinking, freedom from government 
(particularly federal government, which is thoroughly 
demonized in the culture), freedom from reality, and 
increasingly and frighteningly the freedom from the 
enforcement of progressive secular laws meant to protect 
important  civil liberties to maintain the rule of secular law 
over “God’s law.” Think Bundy Clan in Oregon and their 

fanatical religiously-motivated supporters who have turned 
the enforcement of a federal regulation into a challenge to 
God’s dominion over the earth. This is Kim Davis’ ‘merica. 
We are clearly in the land of the evangelicals here, the event 
horizon of reason. 
 Then there are the true believers — the true 
“Americans” for whom America is its own religion. These 
folks chugged the Kool-Aid in history class. Patriotic to the 
core, blindly loyal to their country, somewhat nationalistic 
and definitely ethnocentric. These blessers truly love their 
country. They tend to be military families, willing to send 
generation after generation of their clan to fight America’s 
wars. For them, America is always right, always on the side 
of truth and justice. They cannot imagine why God should 
not bless this country above all others. They take pride in 
being on the winning team. Though their loyalties may be 
misplaced, when they say God Bless “America,” they are 
asking their god to embrace all of it, blemishes and all, as 
the “Greatest  Nation on Earth,” another phrase they like to 
use. These are political moderates, or moderate Republicans 
who truly love the civil liberties and freedoms that 
“America” represents and they worship it as much as the 
god whose blessing they invoke. Liberal and moderate 
Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, and others tend to fall into 
this camp. They tend to be more open-minded, as long as 
their team is winning. 
 Their “nice” America, however, has an ugly side too. 
Many talk a good game about being open-minded about 
other religions and the irreligious, as long as their privilege 
as “true believers” and as “true Americans” remains 
unchallenged. They, for example, invoke the blessing of an 
America where atheists, Jews, and other religions can 
peacefully “co-exist” undisturbed, that is, unless atheists 
challenge their privileged tax status, for example. They 
believe in an atheist’s right  to conscience, but not to hold 
offices or teach their children. 
 The “America” they ask to be blessed is a “tolerant” 
America, one in which other religions are lukewarmly 
“tolerated.” As an aside, I have always despised the word 
“tolerance” as used in political parlance. The primary 
definition of tolerate means to allow something that is bad 
or unpleasant to exist. It also implies that tolerance can be 
withdrawn at  any time, which is often the case when 
minority religions challenge the privileged America of these 
group of religionists. 
 Finally, the America in “God Bless America” — when 
coming from an American businessman — often means 
American consumers, the gullible working-stiffs who will 
mindlessly shell out  their hard-earned money, and put up 
with any level of manipulation and chicanery, just to 
acquire another trinket of the American dream. This is the 
god bankers asked to bless America as they bilked us out  of 
trillions of dollars of wealth. Properly translated, their 
invocation means God Bless the suckers born every minute, 
the fools soon parted with their money, the spendthrifts, 
shopaholics, the gamblers, the debtors, and the financially 
illiterate. Their America is not of the brave, but  the broke; 
of amber waves of “processed” grain, of powdered milk and 
artificial honey; America the beautiful subdivision; an 



America, fully furnished, well landscaped, and nicely 
manicured. God Bless the land of consumption, of 
inadequacy and of guilt  and shame, the currencies of modern 
consumerism. When they say God Bless America, it  is more 
about their own blessings. It  is the America of George Bush 
and post September 11th shoppers. God Bless that America. 
 After three-and-a-half decades of conservatives and 
liberals alike pounding us with this phrase, many are now 
inured to it. In this One Nation Indivisible, our attention is 
divided; in some it is absolutely fractured. We half-listen, like 
we half-listen in Church, half-listen to our politics, half-listen 
to each other, and half-listen to ourselves. 
 I long for the day when we rarely hear the phrase “God 
Bless America” outside of churches, and for the day when we 
use other important phrases that  speak to all of humanity, 
across all cultures and religions, like “Peace on Earth” and 
“Love thy Neighbor.” Better yet, we should seek from our 
leaders in all realms that  they share words of true wisdom 
that inspire, not the throwaway phrase of would-be theocrats. 
 Of course, “God Bless America” is not  always said 
aloud. Often it  appears on protestors’ signs, buttons, banners, 
under email signatures, and increasingly on bumper stickers. 
 Take, for example, the instances when public employees 
appropriate public property to advertise their religiosity. 
 Such is the case in Lexington, Alabama where police 
have emblazoned their police cruisers wth “God Bless 
America.” 
 According to Newsiosity, many police departments 
throughout the nation are sporting such messages. And many 
are making no apologies for their illegitimate use of a public 
space, public property and public funds. 
 This is actually a much more serious issue than a 
politician pandering to voters, or a CEO using his or her 
privilege as a pulpit. 
 Police cruisers are literally where the “rubber hits the 
road” in our justice system. It  is where people are most 
vulnerable to the inappropriate administration of justice and 
use of force. This is where justice is most raw, one person 
armed and able to legally use lethal force, the other armed 
only with a potentially contrary belief system in most  in-
stances. 
 It is a recipe for disaster. 
 Police departments need to keep in mind that they are 
part of a delicately balanced system of justice that, in the 
service of civil liberties, has 
always sought to keep law 
enforcement neutral on issues 
of creed to preserve a central 
tenet of our legal system — that 
all citizens are equal in the eyes 
of the law.
 It  is impossible to argue 
that justice will remain blind 
when police openly take sides 
on issues of religion. 
 There is no doubt  that the 
vast  majority of individual 
police officers would continue 
to act  ethically in their enforce-

ment of the law, treating all citizens equally. But this trend of 
placing religious slogans on police cruisers has the potential 
to tip the scales of justice. 
 Departments that allow or encourage these messages 
have their thumb on the scale of justice, tipping it  every so 
slightly toward their own world view, their own religious 
views, toward their own personal interpretation of religion. 
 Perhaps they have always been able to tip the scales 
furtively. But advertising a religious bias on a police cruiser 
is a whole new ball game. It advertises immunity from the 
dictates of impartiality. 
 In many instances, placing a God Bless America sticker 
on a police cruiser is not a genuine expression of faith, but 
rather it  is a statement  about what the officer inside the car or 
the Chief believes or doesn’t  believe. It signals they are most 
certainly a Christian, possibly an evangelical, and probably a 
political conservative. 
 These stickers may as well read “Either you are for us or 
against us” — that  old chestnut of divisive rhetoric meant to 
separate our citizens into the good guys and the bad guys. It 
is another wedge driven into the soul of the American 
republic, meant  to separate some of us from the rights of 
citizenship guaranteed under the Constitution. 
 By placing “God Bless America” on the bumper of a 
police cruiser, the not-so-subtle message is that you are 
already somehow outside the law. If you are Buddhist, 
Muslim, Jain, Hindu, or an atheist, you cannot necessarily 
assume equal treatment under the law. This is not to say that 
police would not  act justly in enforcing the law simply 
because their cruiser is donned with a religious slogan. But 
central to the exercise of one’s civil liberties is the perception 
that everyone is treated equally under the law, which up until 
now has been preserved — although tenuously — by a 
façade of impartiality, thinly enforced by the courts, sort  of 
like a civil liberties “safety net.” 
 It  is important  that  citizens “perceive” neutrality in the 
law, even as those in the system work hard to make it  a 
reality. 
 Perception is important  because when one sees these 
messages on police cars, we can also guess the attitude of 
these police departments on other social issues — from gay 
marriage to abortion. Emblazoning a police cruiser with an 
“In God We Trust” statement essentially equates biblical law 
with constitutional, secular law. It  could be perceived as a 

statement that somehow the 
legal system is rooted in 
Christian scripture. Too many 
Christians advocate this con-
cept and want their religion to 
be promoted over all other 
religions. 
 In matters of personal con-
science, placing religious 
slogans like “God Bless 
America” or “In God We 
Trust” on police vehicles is 
just like posting a philo-
sophical speed limit sign. 
 Those words warn anyone 



moving at a high rate of speed into modernity that  they will 
be stopped and issued a ticket. And anyone operating their 
vehicle above a certain theological limit is in violation of the 
dominant religion of whatever town you happened to be 
passing through. 
 Imagine a posted speed limit  sign. Now imagine your 
police department empowered to replace the speed limit with 
“You Must Believe in God” or “God Bless America” or “In 
God We Trust.” Now imagine that you are driving through 
town with a Darwin sticker, wearing a freethought T-shirt, 
and listening to a Bad Religion CD. Scary, isn’t it?
 Every police officer, every person, everywhere in the 
world, should have the absolute right  to personally request 
the blessing of their god upon the world in private or public 
— but not  in their capacity as a public servant, and 
especially not in the administration of the law. The duty of 
our police is to preserve and “protect.” It is not to 
“proselytize” and “promote” religious belief. Officers of the 
law must not impose their view of the world on citizens. 
 Removing these bumper stickers is not — as some 
would argue — driving god out  of the public domain. Doing 
so is restoring the neutrality in law enforcement that  is a 
necessary precursor to the exercise of civil liberties. 
 The phrase “God Bless America” is a many-headed 
Hydra, guarding the gates to deeply-held convictions, 
irrational sources of inspiration, hopes and dreams. Reason 
does not easily pass through these gates. It  will take thinking 

worthy of the second labor of Heracles to extinguish this 
phrase from our secular public institutions.  
 We can start by asking one simple question. Which God? 

Pictured above is Tim Law. Law is resident  of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. He is an active participant  in the 
social media culture wars. Law is a former environmental 
and investigative reporter. He is also a proud supporter of 
The Freethought Society.

Editorial Note: The Freethought  Society provides complimentary advertisement  space for all businesses serving the 
freethought  community. Submissions must be in the form of a print  ready, high-resolution (300 dpi), color PDF designed 
to fill a half section (as above), or one side column of a page. Send advertisements to Ezine@FtSociety.org.
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It’s Freethought Society Nomination Time!
Elections are coming! If you are a Supporter of The Freethought Society (FS) please use the handy form below to nominate 
yourself or another Supporter of FS for any of the positions described below. Nominations must be received by April 17, 2016. 
You may also email the information listed on the form to FS at Elections@FtSociety.org.

President: Will be the final authority in the affairs of the organization and will normally preside over meetings, oversee the 
duties of other officers, and will chair the committees. Quality of leadership is of vital importance. The President  should be 
able to motivate the group and be conversant with central issues for public relations duties. The President  should know how to 
plan and organize group projects and be able to form effective liaisons. With the assistance of the Vice-President, the President 
will program events — including planning the agenda, booking speakers, and writing and distributing press releases.

Vice-President: Will assist  with the duties of President  and oversee the duties of other officers and committee members. The 
Vice-President  will help the President  organize programs and events — including planning the agenda, booking speakers, 
circulating press releases and making reminder calls to supporters. The Vice-President should be a person of tact, decisiveness, 
sensitivity and effectiveness. 

Treasurer: Will keep the organization’s finances in order, maintain a list  of assets, oversee the bank account  and write a yearly 
financial report. Other duties include producing a balance sheet for board inspection. The Treasurer must be well-organized 
and have good math and communication skills. An accurate report  of bank balances is expected at every FS board meeting to 
assist in the planning of activities and expenditures.

Secretary: Will be in charge of recording and writing the minutes as well as circulating agendas and notices. The Secretary is 
also responsible for keeping records of the organizations activities. The Secretary should be a friendly and organized person 
who writes well and understands the value of documentation and record keeping.

Officer and Board Member Nomination Form
Please complete and submit this nomination form as soon as possible. The deadline for receiving all nominations is April 17, 
2016. Make sure that the person you are nominating is a Freethought Society (FS) Supporter and that  they fully understand 
the responsibilities should they be elected. 

Office and Nominee’s Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:________________________________________Phone:_________________________________________

Board of Directors (6 Positions Open):

Nominee Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:________________________________________Phone:_________________________________________

Nominee Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:________________________________________Phone:_________________________________________

Nomination Submitted by:_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:________________________________________Phone:_________________________________________
For additional information, please contact FS at: 
(610) 793-2737
Mail this form to: 
Freethought Society
Nominations
P.O. Box 242
Pocopson, PA 19366
Scan and email this form to: 
Elections@FtSociety.org

mailto:Elections@FtSociety.org
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 March 31
Are you planning or considering to 
attend the 2016 Reason Rally being 
held on June 4, 2016 in Washington, 
D.C.? Do you seek more information 
and help in planning your trip? If so, 
you are invited to attend the 
Thursday, March 31, 2016  meeting 
to get answers to all your questions.
 Join us at  the Ludington Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010 at 7:00 PM.
 Bring your questions and ideas, whether you plan to 
spend the entire weekend in the Washington, D.C. area or are 
just  attending the Reason Rally one-day event. We will be 
discussing food, volunteers needed to represent The 
Freethought Society, activities, and addressing all concerns. 
We will also connect to Lyz Liddell, the Executive Director 
of the 2016 Reason Rally, via Skype. She will take questions 
from the audience and give us an update on who will be 
speaking and performing. She will also provide an overview 
of all the related Reason Rally activities being planned 
before, during and after the event.
  Please note the Reason Rally bus flyer, in this pub-
lication and visit the Reason Rally 2016 website at 
ReasonRally.org.
April 14
On Thursday, April  14, 2016 The 
Freethought  Society will host 
Barbara Mancini at  the Ludington 
Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
19010.
 The presentation entitled “Who 
gets to decide how you will die?” 
starts at 7:00 PM. 
 In 2013 Mancini was arrested 
and prosecuted in Pennsylvania on 
the charge of aiding the attempted 
suicide of her dying 93-year-old father after handing him his 
prescribed morphine four days before his death. His end-of-
life wishes were overridden by a hospice nurse and police 
authorities. His written advanced directives were also ignored 
and he was hospitalized and treated. Mancini’s prosecution 
lasted a year, during which time it  garnered national 
attention, and was roundly criticized throughout the media.
 A judge dismissed the case due to “a lack of competent  
evidence.”
 Mancini’s case was featured on National Public Radio 
and TV’s 60 Minutes. She has traveled the country speaking 
about her experiences and has become a vocal advocate for 
end-of-life  choice. Mancini will discuss her case, the broader 
issues involved, and the impact  they have on the end of our 
lives.

May 
There is no Freethought Society meeting scheduled for May. 
We are, however, looking for volunteers who can help with 
Reason Rally preparations. If you can donate your time and 
are willing to travel to a West  Chester location, please contact 
the president of The Freethought  Society, Margaret 
Downey, as soon as possible. She can be reached at:

Cell Number: (610) 357-9432
Email: Margaret@FtSociety.org

 The Freethought Society table will likely be on display at 
auxiliary Reason Rally events. The table will exhibit related 
Freethought Society materials and a Tree of Knowledge. 
Ornaments must be made for the Tree of Knowledge display 
and updated materials must be prepared for events taking 
place prior to  and after the June 4, 2016 Reason Rally event. 
See below for complete details about  what is planned for the 
day of the Reason Rally.
 Please volunteer now to arrive to the Reason Rally site 
early enough to help the Freethought Society with setting up 
in the Exhibition Tent. Volunteers are also needed to stay late 
to take down the table. In addition, we need volunteers to 
help work the table for Reason Rally shoulder events.
June 4
The 2016 Reason Rally takes place in Washington, D. C. on 
Saturday, June 4 at  the Lincoln Memorial. Tell your friends 
and family about  the exciting event  so that they can learn 
more about  the nontheist  community. Visit the Reason Rally 
website for information about  speakers and all the pre-and 
post-Rally events. See www.ReasonRally.org.
 The Freethought Society’s Thomas Paine Memorial 
Committee will also be honoring Thomas Paine at the 
Reason Rally. Paine will be portrayed by actor Ian Ruskin. 
Ruskin will greet people at The Freethought  Society table in 
the Exhibition Tent  and will visit  the Camp Quest  tent several 
times during the day-long event. A custom-made lawn game 
honoring Paine’s book The Age of Reason and other literary 
works will be available to play at the Camp Quest location. 
 Throughout  the day, folk singer James Klueh will 
perform live at  The Freethought  Society table. Klueh has 
written original songs and music to highlight the life and 
work of Thomas Paine. His music style is creative and 
educational. 
 The Thomas Paine Memorial Committee will also host 
world-famous sculptor Zenos Frudakis, who has been 
commissioned by the Thomas Paine Memorial Committee to 
create a sculpture of Thomas Paine in the near future. An 
artistic rendition of the project  will be on display at  the 
Freethought Society table.
 Reason Rally merchandise can be ordered at  http://
reasonrally.org/store/. Please remember to add a custom 
Freethought Society logo on your T-shirt orders.
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The Freethought Society needs “Bus Captains” to help before and during the bus trip. 
Please volunteer as soon as possible by calling Margaret Downey at (610) 793-2737.





The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion 
and government. FS publishes The Freethought Society News every other month. The publication is delivered as an ezine via 
email and is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those who are interested in learning more 
about freedom of thought. 
     Monthly events take place in many locations across the United States, with emphasis in the tri-state area of Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and New Jersey. FS activities and services depend on financial contributions from supporters. Funds may be sent 
using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org/donate/). All contributions to FS are tax-deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law (Tax ID Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
(  ) become a supporter / renew support of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society): 
      $30 Individual Supporter             $40 Family Supporter             $20 Student            $1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
(  ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
     PayPal in the amount of (circle one): $5   $10   $15   $20   $25   $30   $35   $40   $45   $50   $55  $_____other (per month)
(  ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): _____________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________________
(  ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will send a complimentary ezine (or hard copy upon request) to potential supporters. Please provide contact  information 
for anyone who might be interested in receiving an FS publication.

Name: ______________________________________Email: __________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366
This form can be scanned and emailed to: Ezine@FtSociety.org

Volunteer Opportunities Through the Freethought Society
Supporters of the Freethought  Society (FS) often want to do more than just  donate. Listed below are various committees 
organized by FS. The committees are designed to fulfill the mission, goals and vision of FS. We seek to be of assistance to 
nontheists, educate the public about nontheism, and provide social opportunities where like-minded individuals can meet, 
socialize and share ideas. Please see the FS website or contact FS to volunteer at: volunteers@FtSociety.org. 

Anti-Discrimination Educational Committee
(nontheism explained in classroom settings)

Anti-Discrimination Support Network
(assist Secular Coalition for America gathering reports)

Community Outreach
(locate tabling opportunities)

Diversity Outreach Committee
(brainstorming about and developing programs 

to appeal to minorities) 
Free Speech Zone Committee

(research and implement displays in public venues)
Jump Into the Jean Pool

(collection of jeans for the homeless)
Helping Hands

(provides helpers to seniors and in emergency situations)
Meetup Committee

(social events and improving online communications)

Monthly Meeting Coordinators
(schedule and manage speakers and venues)

Secular Celebrations
(develop, organize, and implement 

new nontheist celebrations)
Sole Searching

(collection of athletic shoes for donating to the homeless)
Speakers Bureau

(provide FS a CV, photo and list of subjects to participate)
Special Events

(coordinate interesting and unique nontheist events)
Thomas Paine Memorial Committee

(assist with assemblies, city proclamations, and 
work on themed events)

Tree of Knowledge/Winter Display Committee
(make ornaments, find venues, write articles,

and support the winter symbol concept nationwide)

http://www.FtSociety.org/donate/
http://www.FtSociety.org/donate/
http://www.FtSociety.org/donate/
http://www.FtSociety.org/donate/
mailto:Ezine@FtSociety.org
mailto:Ezine@FtSociety.org
mailto:volunteers@FtSociety.org
mailto:volunteers@FtSociety.org

