w Freethought Society News

Editors: Margaret Downey, Glen Loev, Carol Roper and Other Volunteers
Published by: The Freethought Society | http://www.FtSociety.org
Mailing address: P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, Pennsylvania 19366-0242
Phone: (610) 793-2737 | Fax: (610) 793-2569 | Email: Newsletter@FtSociety.org

A Chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation

May/June 2011
Volume 1, Number 3

The Freethought Society Ne
is delivered as an ezine
newsletter and is
complimentary to supporters
donors and like-minded
individuals.
A limited number of hard
copies are produced
for meetings
and special events.

The newsletter is published K
the Freethought Society (FS
and offers information of
interest to the
nontheist community.

Attention writers!
Interesting articles about
freethought issues are

welcomed.

Please submit articles with 4
bio and photo, a suggested ti
and relevant photos/clip art tg

Submissions will be reviewey
and approved for publicatio
by the FS Editorial Board.
Article word count
maximum is 5,000.

Articles in this newsletter do
not necessarily
represent the opinions
of the FS Board of Directors

Donation and financial suppo
information is located on thg
last page of this newsletter.

FS is an educational
nonprofit organization
(EIN Number 23-2738574).
All donations to FS are
tax-deductible.

Freethinkers in Chester County must not give way!
by Margaret Downey

As reported in previous Freethought Society (FS) netesteta controlling majority (2 out
of 3) of Commissioners in Chester County used all pospibieer to eliminate the Fbree
of Knowledge&rom being included in the annual Courthouse winter holiday alisglheir
passage of Resolution 58-10 placed the Chester County Courtlasuseuhder the full
control of the Commissioners. With that control, the Commmsss would not even
consider the placement of FS'see of Knowledgeiith the other displays.

FS requested copies of internal documents thetedeto the selection of winter display
items in an attempt to discover whether the Commissionefisediook all measures to
save taxpayer money in order to display religious itemgy Tdurchased the creche, the
menorah and a Christmas tree because they were offeeetbleen sale price of $1 each.
The Commissioners’ office acquired additional seculamefdgs at market value to round
out the display.

After reviewing photos and the “Right to Know” literee, ACLU attorneyMary
Catherine Roper stated that the Commissioners did not includeTiree= of Knowledge
because it's not a traditional holiday symbol. Inclusion off8&ree of Knowledgeould
like have cause controversy, which is the very thing they sdogivvoid by bringing the
display “in house.” The Commissioners would likely argue icoart of law that the
maintenance of a “Free Speech Zone” had become too donterind time-consuming.
The passage of Resolution 58-10 put in place a government-only spabassplay.

In Roper’s opinion, the court would look at the Higpas a whole. The religious
elements are not isolated, and the display as a wholenmagh secular elements that the
court would find it constitutional. Given the number dhet items in the display, Roper
does not think a case could successfully be argued thabtiversion from free speech
zone to government display was fraudulent. She does not segramyds for successful
litigation if they keep putting up the same display year gtar.

FS must monitor all activities taking place on thenlaof the Chester County
Courthouse during the winter holiday season. We must waiclviolations, such as
endorsement of one particular religion over another.

What can FS do to make sure that our voicesarsilenced and our citizenship is not
degraded? We have some options to consider:

1. Host a second annual “Huméree of Knowleddeevent in December 2011. The event
will highlight the fact that we are not included in @enunity event and will give FS
an opportunity to protest the Commissioners’ exclusionary pslidihe goal would be
to convince the community and the Commissioners’ officé wewill not go away,
and that the Resolution 58-10 should be rescinded.

2. FS could host a “Human Light” event in Chester Countyrdter to educate the public
about the nontheist/Humanist worldview. The event would beraske as an open-to-
the-public family event and would cater to servicing thedseef the nontheist
community.

These suggestions are possible only if there is funding andteetucommitment. Please
send a message of support to FS officers and board meanzeplease send an earmarked
donation to keep théree of Knowledgeoncept growing. L 4



Using the Freethought Society Property in St. Croi»

by Patrick J. Devitt

My wife, Linda, and | had a wonderful time on our visit to  Cottage number 6 overlooks the pool beyond to the
St. Croix. Our home is in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. We flew Caribbean. We most enjoyed sitting on the front porch and
out of Chicago O’Hare on American Airlines at about 7:50watching the evening sunset or simply drinking our morning
AM and with a change of planes in Miami, Florida arrived coffee.

St. Croix at about 4:30 PM. We had decided to rent a car It was late in the afternoon the day we arrived & w

from Judi of Croix because their website was the mostecided to go for dinner at one of the restaurants
interesting and provided the most local information,recommended by Judi of Croix. Duggan’s Reef, like many
including a list of what to pack for the island. restaurants on the island, is open air dining. Linda oddere

We were greeted g the Irish whisky lobster and | the Caribbean lobster pasta
the airport by thq Both dishes were delicious!
friendly staff fromj
Judi’'s, who drove thg
two of us to the cg
rental office where w
picked up our little whitd
Toyota Yaris. The sta
was very helpful
providing directions t(
Chenay Bay Beac
Resort and recommendations for local restaurants. As
left, the Judi employee said, “Call us if you have a
guestions, even if they are not related to the rentdl ca

The drive to Chenay Bay Beach is through the laxsst
on the island, Christiansted. For some reason, the rites o
road there require that you drive on the left side of tlael r
yet all the cars are standard American left hand difids!
wife navigated and provided me with a constant reminder
stay on the right — er — left side of the roadway.

St. Croix, we learned, was a former Danish colohy The next day we did a little grocery shopping and then
sugar plantations. Slaves were brought to the island frorapent most of the day on the beach or by the pool. The reso
Africa and used for the manual labor necessary for theffers free use of snorkeling gear and kayaks, of which we
production of sugar. The entire island is dotted withtook full advantage. The water is clear, but there ismach
smokestacks and old sugar mills, or the ruins of thelinWw  to see in the water near the resort. | would reconsimen
Estate Plantation is one of the old plantations on thedsla  instead a commercial tour to the reef off nearby Buaats!
is well preserved and worth a visit. National Park. Unfortunately, | absentmindedly left my

Upon arrival at Chenay Bay we checked in at the@ire  camera in the car and do not have any pictures of thabbart
front desk and picked up the keys to the timeshare unit. Theur visit.
resort is built on the site of a former sugar plantation. We used our rental car to tour the island, visitintPo

The timeshare owned 3 Udall, Whim Plantation, the island’s rainforest, Fresiréd
the Freethought Socie A 4 n and Christiansted (all in or near Christiansted).

(FS) is number 6. It is, i ' - Anyone visiting St. Croix must spend some time in
my opinion, the best unit Christiansted. The old fort is a wonderful example ©kind

the whole complex. and is maintained by the National Park Service. Governmen
consists of a lovely littl House, built by the Danes, is a magnificent example of
shaded front porch with t colonial architecture and is even today the seat of
rocking chairs, a sma government for the island. Christiansted has a wonderful
kitchen area equipped wi shopping area, great restaurants and a waterfront boardwal
a refrigerator, stove and — a terrific place to watch the pleasure boats come and go
microwave, a living room with a large flat-panel LCD cable We spent an enjoyable afternoon sitting at one of these
television, a bathroom and a nice bedroom, that includes &estaurants while we watched the fishing charters cort@ in
second flat screen television. Although we did not usk it, the dock with their catch.

believe the couch in the living room folded out into a As | said earlier there are some very good restauant
sleeper. The unit is air conditioned, but because of the ocedhe island and we enjoyed sampling the fare at a number o
breezes and the cooler nights we seldom needed to run it. these. Besides Duggan's Reef, we visited Mahi, the




restaurant at Chenay Bay, Savant, The Bombay ClI
Bacchus, Angry Nates, Cheeseburger In American Parad
Rum Runners, Port Christian, Brew Pub, and Polly’s at t
Pier in Fredriksted.
On the weeke
closest to St. Patrick] .
Day, the islang *
celebrates with [
parade, which is [
“must see” for visitorSEEu
The parade is held
Christiansted and bo
locals and tourist
dress up for the evert. -
There is an abundance of local food and much to drink.
schools, businesses and organizations sponsor floats and
music. The tourists and locals mix and everyone has a great The days were mostly sunny and warm and the night
time. We loved it! were cool enough to make sleeping with the windows open:
The FS cottage is always available th® tveek of the pleasure. It did rain several times while we were om th
year which falls in the second week of March. The Stisland, but mostly at night and then only for a few ubés.
Partick's Day celebrations can be enjoyed by any winningVe captured a lovely rainbow in this photo after a brief. rain

bidder. | highly recommend that people who want to support FS
We enjoyed our stay very much and would definitidg |  bid on this St. Croix timeshare opportunity. You will have a
to visit again. The weather was perfect. wonderful time and also feel good about helping FS. 4

Let the mail-infemail bidding begin! |
The Freethought Society (FS) cottage in St. Croiwislable for use the Iweek of every year (second week iI1
March). | have read the description of the property andretate that my bid does not include travel, rental carlor
food expenses. My bid is for a one week stay in cottageber 6 at the Chenay Bay Beach Resort (Saturo'ay-
Saturday). | understand that the opening bid must besat$&z000 and that the highest bid will win! I

O Yes! I would love to stay at the Freethought Sociatgitage located in St. Croix. My bid is: I
Name: !
Address:

Email:

Phone: Cell:

Please return this form to the address belowOgjyober 1,
2011or bid via email toSt.Croix@FtSociety.org

The winner will be announced &dovember 1, 2011
Freethought Society St. Croix Cottage Bid
P. O. Box 242
Pocopson, PA 19366

Note: For additional information seaww.FtSociety.org
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One whack on the head was enough!

by Chuck Collazzi

| probably received as normal 4
Catholic school education as one coul
get in the early 1950s in the New YorK
City suburbs. My parents sent me tq
Catholic schools, starting with
kindergarten. In elementary school,

was subjected to severe regimentatiof
and developed a hysterical fear of nun
and priests “thanks” to their stories an
threats of eternal torture. | was an altg
boy at age six. Fortunately, | was neve
molested. | do recall that we werg
drilled in the Baltimore Catechism, a|
guestion-and-answer format. Fol
example:

| thought about my two beautiful
young daughters when | read the ad. My
wife and | reared them without any
religion at all. The children were gentle,
loving, respectful, well-behaved,
intelligent, and all good things children
should be. The ad reminded me that my
decision to completely ignore the
existence of religion in our house was
the correct one. They were in
elementary school before they heard the
word “sin” and the myth of Adam and
Eve.

But when | saw the ad, | was also
shocked and outraged in a much larger
sense: It occurred to me that vulnerable,
malleable young minds have been
hearing this horrible mythology for
centuries! It's impossible to measure the
harm that it has done.

We were living in the San Francisco
Bay area for four years when | accepted

Question: “Why did God make us?”

Answer: “To serve him in this life and
to be happy with him in the next life.”

The question and answer format w4

chock full of big words I didn't under- T a position in Jacksonville, Florida. This
stand and answers that didn't make arly  Chuck Collazzi at age seven. was true culture shock. My new job
sense to me. In high school, religion required membership and attendance at

(meaning the Catholic doctrine) was required everylocal business and community meetings. | soon found that a
semester. | dreaded going to confession. | also dreaded th new arrival any introductions always included, “Where do
consequences oot going to confession! | spent many you worship?”

sleepless nights fearing that | wasn't in a “statgraice.” | Every official meeting began with an invocation that
was fearful that if | died I'd go straight to helt.was a true usually referenced Jesus, and Jewish individuals kept as lov
case of “between a rock and a hard place.” a profile as possible (even referring to their houses of

It was a prominent display ad in my local newspametr t worship as “church”).
got my attention like a two-by-four whacking me upside the My job ended after a year, and | went into busifdess
head. myself. 1 had the luxury of being in a business with an

As a teenager growing up in ultra-liberal Los Angeéles ongoing turnover of clients. This gave me the opportunity to
was seldom confronted with religion, so | didn't think aboutswim against the tide. | never missed an opportunity to
it very much. In the superficial Hollywood culture, people express my atheism, and | did so frequently and publicly,
are obsessed with how they're perceived by others and onlith no fear of losing a client as a result (it maynsee
rarely will you find some show-business wannabe testify forstrange, but | don'’t recall it ever happening).
“the Lord” in a public setting. There’s an underlying feglin When the Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison
that it’s a sign of weakness or maybe, just as undesirablgublic, my voice was the loudest. | made sure everyone
political conservatism. could hear that I left out “under God.”

These recollections occupied my mind as | read the If | sneezed and somebody “god-blessed” me, | responde
following ad placed by a local Christian church in awith “May ALL the gods bless you!”
prominent location in the main section of the newspaper: If I heard any religion reference anywhere, | fokaoWhup

1F YOU DONT TEACH YOUR CHILOREN (%S e ad ey s possi i 2 questor,
ABOUT THE SUFFERING, DEATH, AND

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD sesus  SEBl. (0t SISO 0 iough 1was in the heart
CHRIST YOU ARE COMMITTING CHILD

ABUSE!" the Bible Belt, | never felt threatened in any way. lldwve |
' was considered a novelty. With my Italian surname and
| was outraged. It was then that | realizedliebed the  Mediterranean-peasant looks, it was assumed that lawas
exact opposite. Catholic.



Most people who bothered to engage me in a conversation . y
about religion were often curious about my atheism, and | GOd |n Mom my S Heart
was curious about their philosophy. by David Sil
Few people knew what it was that they believed, ram y David stverman
one could describe the difference between a Baptist and “@ little bit of God is in everybody’s heart. And when aldh
Methodist. | remember a common bumper sticker | saw oftendoes something he shouldn’'t do, God inside their mother’
P~ : . heart tells them.”
God Said It: | Believe It: That Does . I'd asked my mother how she had known I'd done
An individual whom | had never met placed a smalinad something wrong, and that was her answer. | was about
the local paper suggesting establishing an organization thgkars old.

became the “First Coast Freethought Society.” | waditse That answer changed my life. You see, | had doher ot
to re_spond, and am gratified to say that the groupestifits  bad things, and gotten away with it clean. It was #nitef
and is thriving. moment, because it was the first time the concept o

At some point Jehovah's Witnesses began making weeklfglsehood had been combined with a concept of God.
visits at my house. Every Thursday the doorbell would ring, So | tested God in Mom’s heart. | actually went afutny
and unlike most people who would run them off, | wouldway to do the wrong thing, not because | wanted to BE bac
welcome them in and serve them coffee and doughnut$ut because | wanted to really put this telepathic god tioing
Unfortunately, my simple questions were too uncomfortablehe test. | stole gum from the store. | played witbdiackers
for them, and after interacting with their whole rostedoor-  when mom wasn’t home, being careful to clean up the mess
knockers over several months, they dropped my house fromven did things to get my big sister into trouble (sorry)Jodi
their itinerary. It all worked — | never got caught.

My wife and | are now living in Mormon country (Las Had my mother lied to me about God, or was she jus
Vegas, Nevada) and | often see Mormon missionariesirong? | didn't know at that age, but | knew on some leve
peddling their message on the streets all around the citghe couldn’t be trusted. | loved her, but | realized ait ploint
We've probably got the mother lode of sinners here, so that A) Mom was fallible, and B) God posed no reakdlr
figure it's a good market for them. But despite my Morally speaking, | was on my own.
willingness to interact with them, they never seem to get Yet | still wanted to do good (I even felt guilty abo
around to me. I'm disappointed. Do you think the Witnessestealing the gum). After much reflection | realizedttha
tipped them off? L 4 morality wasn't a result of religion. Morality exist: its
own, and religion just takes the credit.

My realization about religion and god really impactgd m
life on one fateful day in high school — the day | tried
cocaine.

As | raised my head from the mirror with a stiawmy
hand, | remembered that a young basketball player name
Len Bias had just died from using cocaine for the first time. |
realized I could be like him. Dead. Now. I'd done something
that carried a risk of death, in exchange for a buzzasrah
atheist | knew | had “nowhere to go.” My existence might
have ended for the sake of getting high. I'd never felt sc
stupid in my life.

My atheism has led to the realization that ewtjon has
to be weighed against the risks. Since that moment in hig
school, I've never tried any drugs that could kill me, oetak
any risks at all that weren't “worth it.”

It's not God in Mom’s heart (or anywhere) that keeyes
from acting immorally or irrationally. Rather, it's g, and
weighing that reality against every action’s REAL polssib
reactions, that keeps me thinking. In this sense atheésm h
Pictured above i€huck Collazzi. He was born in New| helped to keep me alive and out of trouble. Indeed, | am sut
York City, lived and worked in Los Angeles as a frep- I'd have taken more risks in my youth if I'd believedGod,
lance studio/theater musician, and is currently retredl | Since I'd have had less fear of death.
lives in Las Vegas with his wife. He was educated  Some actions, like speaking my mind and standindhér t
mostly in Catholic schools and has a degree in mysicwhich | believe, are worth the risk — that's my judgment

from a Catholic college. Collazzi is the proud father jof call, for which | take full responsibility. But I'm leéng
two daughters. cocaine, bungee jumping, and even aggressive driving t
those who think they are immortal.




Going for the Gold

(an excerpt fronkyes Wide Opén
by George Erickson

It's a gray September morning. Outside, a chilliagn rslants
through the long-needled spruce trees that sheltehame.
Snug inside, with a mug of coffee close at handan lback,
prop my feet on my desk and survey my surroundings.
The wall to my left displays maps of Canadaskdaand

chemists who resolutely disagreed, and the follovépgdng,

fiteen ships and forty-one miners sailed againtier Arctic,

there to explore Baffin Island and to mine 1,300 tofs
identically worthless ore.

Evidence finally conquered belief, but only aftees had
been lost and investors ruined. And as a result of the
expeditions, one of Frobisher’s Captains penned a maem
still find useful today: “All is not gold that glisteth.”

In today's world we test almost everything. Goner
magazines evaluate products, chemists analyze faterdo
accountants count, and stores take inventory. We shépti

Australia. Along either side of the maps run rows ofexamine gas mileage claims and candidates for pfagng,

photographs: An immense herd of caribou fording theldih
River, fourteen sturdy musk oxen circled around thalves

— horned heads down and ready, and a seaplane witase pi

overshot a landing, standing his Cub on its noskflaat tips
at the edge of an arctic lake.

Gracing the wall to my right are an eclecssatment of
books — books that include the nutty humorDaive Barry,
Jacob Bronowski's The Ascent of MarandVictor Hugo's
Les Miserablesplus books byCarl Sagan Jack London,
Edward Abbey, Aldo Leopold andJohn McPhee At the end
the lowest shelf sits a gleaming clump of crystalsa-eluster
of iron pyrites from Arkansas that is also called6Fs Gold.”

Arkansas, besides being stocked with an endéessy of
homespun churches (lacking only my favorfgp Wilson's
“Church of Where It's At Now, Brother”) is also ack-
hound’'s dream, and one year, just a few miles froot H
Springs Village, | chanced upon a shop called “Thekiy”
that easily topped them all.

| have always been a sucker for pretty bits afgylcrystals
and beads. Like the Australian bowerbird that decsrate
gracefully-arched bower with bits of glass and pléstiattract
a mate, colors also call to me. Had the Dutch cmyae for
Manhattan, they'd have gotten a better deal.

After drooling over crystals of amethyst, toaline, calcite
and quartz, | purchased a brassy clump of pyrite \aith
hundred shining faces, and when it winks at me fnagh on
its shelf, and whispers thoughts of gold, | think Murtin
Frobisher, and a lesson that should never grow old.

In 1576, Sir Martin returned to England fr
the north end of Hudson Bay. Having failed
find the Northwest Passage, he'd filled his
with glittering stones that his men believed
gold. Chemists declared them worthless,
Michael Lok, one of the expedition’s sponsd
kept searching for an alchemist who wa
claim to find traces of gold. When Lok as
that alchemist how he managed to find
where others had failed, he replied that
secret lay in knowing “how to flatter nature.”

Aided by the alchemist's claim, Frobis
easily found backers for a second voyz:
which also failed to find the Passage,
returned triumphant with 200 tons of mica i
pyrite-flecked rocks — the gold of fools. Thg
who claimed that the ore held gold outvoted

“Show me the proof.” Today, just saying that sonmeghs true
no longer suffices — except for religion.

Though the real world is subject to truth inextiging laws,
product liability and money-back guarantees, religitii s
peddles pyrites, promising rewards tomorrow for yooney,
your credulity and your obedience today. “Gold,” fies,
“Heaven, miracles and bliss can be yours, just agking!”

Some of us are like the realists of Frobisidaigs When we
try to reason with those who see gold, most of themaway.
The truly devoted scorn us and pity our lack of faiinile
refusing to test their own against evidence they shdo
ignore.

Some — the Christian Scientists and other fditalers”

— bet the lives of their children on the mythicaldgdViany
contribute heavily, and sometimes ruinously, to supfte
voyage and their visionary clergy-captains, whonpse a
better world. Like Frobisher's men, some die alorgtlay. A
few change their minds, but most sail on for tret oé their
lives, cruising a Self-centered Sea.

| once sailed as an officer on just such a shiphe S.S.
Presbyterian. Like most spiritual ships, the vesselyaailed
on serious waters — the crew being too busy singymnis
and burnishing brass to tend to the pressing ribedghey’d
see whenever they went ashore.

One year, when our wealthier officers begapréssure the
crew to pledge even more to embellish our splendid hesse
(while ignoring needs ashore) | decided to escajkled@ one
evening, when we passed abeam the Rational Islasiggyéd
across the gunwale and quietly swam to shore.

Forty years later, as | sit in my study, my
eyes wander over an assortment of maps and
books and photos as I recall the adventures anc
knowledge those years have brought. | share
those experiences with groups of all ages
through science and nature programs that spar
the globe from the Arctic to Australia and by
funding college scholarships with the money
that once helped maintain the large and
expensive ship.

Others persist. Misled by an ancient,
erroneous map, they search for the mythical
port, while from high on my shelf, my
crystalline “ore” still sparkles and whispers its
lie: “Gold, GOLD!,” it calls to me.

“Frobisher,” | reply. L 4



George Erickson has written a real gem: A serious book in
which he doesn't take himself too seriously. It's |a
humorous book with an important progressive messdge.
Love Sative Gods Huntor No one who reads Eyes Wide Open will be able|to
maintain that Humanists have no sense of humor. Had
Moses emerged from Mt. Sinai with St. George's (13
Commandments, what a wonderful past couple | of

— s . .
1k f‘\ é — millennia we would have had.
Lufe 4 , r LB .
< & Herb Silverman

Columnist, the Washington Post

LCA Science

NG George Erickson’s captivating prose cleverly weaves
- together stories filled with humanistic values, lovg,
education and humor as he eloquently puts life’s lessons to
Sodpin W paper.

Margaret Downey

President and Founder of the Freethought Society

Eyes Wide Operns a cornucopia of vignettes, parables
and poetry — a feast for the rational, inquiring mind.
E YE S 0 P EN Bette Chambers
' : Past President, American Humanist Association
LIVING, LAUGHING, LOVING AND LEARNING Eyes Wide Opers like a box of fine chocolates: When yqu

—

IN A RELIGION-TROUBLED WORLD dip into it, you're never sure what you will find — bu
you’ll enjoy it. This tome deserves a large audience.
Rob Boston

Author and Assistant Director of Communications
Americans United for Separation of Church and State

George Ericksonis a retired dentist, a bush pilot, a past presideg
the Humanists of Minnesota and a former vice-presidentmerican
Humanist Association (AHA). He wrote the Minnesota Hursg™ - e enieset g
newsletter for many years, and he currently writes thesieter r

the Lake Superior Freethinkers. His first bo®kye North: Exploring

the Great Wilderness by Bush Plamede the Canadian Bookselle
Coast to Coast best-seller list for three months, ieugl now in its
third printing in both the U.S. and Canada.

Erickson’s second bookK/ime Traveling with Science and
Saints is a fast-reading overview of the long hostility of Cliaisity
to science. His third3ack to the Barrens: On the Wing with da Vi—
& Friends, is a pro-science, anti-missionary sequélioe North

Erickson’s fourth and latest bqolEyes Wide Open: Livin
Laughing, Loving and Learning in a Religion-troubled Woxdhich|,
was recently published by the AHA, is a semi-autobiograp
anthology of new and previously published nonfiction and fiction
is a frequent lecturer on many subjects that range froimusessue

like global warming to a lighthearted presentation abouthdaat] . 3
dying titled “Laughing at Death,” which features thoughtstloé
famous (fromEpicurus to George Carlin and Woody Allen) and

from Erickson himself as the GRIN reaper.

In 2000, he initiated and led a successful campaign ligb d&i1,000,000 indoor tennis facility for his hometown of Virginia
Minnesota. Erickson also helps coach the Virginia boys ai&l tginnis teams and funds several scholarships at thebMesa
Range Community College and other charities. All of his bawk@D profits are donated to educational charities.

Eyes Wide Openan be ordered directly from Erickson. Orders placdeatdllowing website will be autographed by the
author:www.tundracub.com




Sh d Shared treasures can be anything from poetry to short storie

are Newsletter editors request that submissions be pemsed to
ensure that reprinting will not violate any copyright laws.

L maximum of two pages will be available to this “Shared

Tre a_S u re E, Treasures” newsletter feature. Send submissions to:

editor@FtSociety.org

Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce was an American editorialist, journalist, short stamter, fabulist and
satirist. He is best known in the world of freethoughthis satirical lexiconThe Devil's Dictionary
The following words (one sample A-Q) and their “BitteeRie” meanings are excerpted frdine
Devil's Dictionary.They are treasures that should be shared.

ARCHBISHOP, n. An ecclesiastical dignitary JEALOUS, adj. Unduly concerned about the
one point holier than a bishop. preservation of that which can be lost only if not

BACCHUS, n. A convenient deity invented by worth keeping.
the ancients as an excuse for getting drunk. ~ KORAN, n. A book which the Mohammedans

. . foolishly believe to have been written by divine
CYNIC, n. A blackguard whose faulty vision inspiration, but which Christians know to be a

; |
sees things as they are, not as they oug_ht to be|‘cked imposture, contradictory to the Holy
Hence the custom among the Scythians o\g : ’

. - . .~ Scriptures.
plucking out a cynic's eyes to improve his vi-
sion. LONGEVITY , n. Uncommon extension of the

DESTINY, n. Atyrant’s authority for crime and fear of death.

fool's excuse for failure. MAGIC , n. An art of converting superstition
.- into coin. There are other arts serving the samn
EVA.NGELIS.T’ n. A_bearer of good tidings, high purpose, but the discreet lexicographe
particularly (in a religious sense) such as to as;
: .does not name them.
sure us of our own salvation and the damnation
of our neighbors. NONSENSE n. The objections that are urged

FUNERAL, n. A pageant whereby we attest ouragalInSt this excellent dictionary.

respect for the dead by enriching the undertake©OMEN, n. A sign that something will happen if
and strengthen our grief by an expenditure thatothing happens.

deepens our groans and doubles our tears. POLYGAMY . n. A house of atonement. or ex-
GHOST, n. The outward and visible sign of anpiatory chapel, fitted with several stools of re-
inward fear. pentance, as distinguished from monogamy

HOMEOPATHY , n. A school of medicine mid- ‘/M¢N has but one.

way between Allopathy and Christian ScienceQUORUM, n. A sufficient number of members

To the last both the others are distinctly inferiorpf a deliberative body to have their own way

for Christian Science will cure imaginary dis-and their own way of having it. In the United

eases, and they can not. States Senate a quorum consists of the chairm:

o of the Committee on Finance and a messeng

gﬁgj%ﬂggf ,thglw-grlil principal one of the from t_he White House; in the House (_)f Repre:
' sentatives, of the Speaker and the devil. &



| Thought | Saw an Atheist

by Cuttlefish Poet

| thought | saw an atheist, once, walking down the street

| checked for horns, | checked for tail, | checked for elofeet;
Began to tremble frightfully — my heart was in my throat —
Then sighed in happy recognition, for 'twas but a go

| thought | saw an atheist, down near a swollen stream

With scaly skin, and blood so cold, | couldn’t breathe tozsuate

| looked into his bulging eyes, and prayed “God, grant my wish”
Then laughed in my embarrassment — it only was a fish.

| thought | saw an atheist, with fur and pointed claws,
And wicked teeth for chewing up Judeo-Christian laws,

| ran, and tripped, and fell to earth, then hid behind adog

It caught me, though, and licked my face — of course, it wimya

| thought | saw an atheist, though cleverly disguised
Not giant and reptilian, but human, normal sized,

It looked to be engaging in productive, useful labor;
But no, this was no atheist — this person was my neighbor!

| thought | saw an atheist; in fact, | saw a few!

My neighbor, and the grocer, and the cop, and maybe you!
| even found some in the church, right there beneath¢lepls; |
It turns out, to my great surprise... that atheists arelpeop

Dark Garden Bittersweet
by Brian Andreas by Brian Andreas
| once had a garden She said she usually
filled with flowers cried at least once
that grew only on dark each day not because
thoughts she was sad, but
but they needed constant attention because the world was
& one day | decided so beautiful & life
| had better things to do. was so short.

The two poems printed abov@drk GardenandBittersweef are from the book:
Mostly True(ISBN 0-9642660-0-8) bfarian Andreas
Published by StoryPeople
wWww.storypeople,com




Freedom From Religion Foundation’s
Philadelphia Region Billboard Campaign

In the March/April 2011 issue ofhe Freethought Society A special photo technique will be used and FSrisifiate
News it was announced that thleeethought SocietyfFS)  to haveCarol Everhart Roper involved in the project. She
and theFreedom From Religion FoundatigFRF) are in is a professional photographer and will be able to meet th:
need of funds to kick off an exciting “Come Out of the standards required. Roper has volunteered to photograr
Closet” billboard campaign. If there are large donationsbillboard participants at no charge. She is preparedke t
earmarked for this campaign, billboards can be placed ihigh-resolution head & shoulders photos using a white

more than one location. background. Roper’'s volunteer photography work saves
The faces of about six FS supporters will appear on participants approximately $70 each.
digital billboard that will be located on a prominent higlyw A clever, insightful, humorous or profound threesight

in the Philadelphia area. Images and words will rotateword statement would appear with the image of an FS
Leasing of the digital billboard is costly. FFRF statieast  supporter. AStaks Roschsample is printed below.

they want to have local members to both participatehatul Please think of what your statement would be and make
pay for the costs. FFRF is hopeful that some FS suggort donation to this wonderful project. Roper will photograph
will want to do both! you at no charge and soon your image and words will be

A team of FS volunteers is needed to locate a dmphl  featured on a billboard. For your convenience a donatior
billboard in the Philadelphia area that will accept ourform is printed below.
campaign. Once a board location is found, FS and FFRF wil For additional information and further details asie write
work with the billboard artist directly. to: Editor@FtSociety.org or call (610) 793-2737. L 4

FTSOCIETY.ORG

Y ~Staks Rosch, atheist Blogger and stay at fome Dad
FFRE.ORG

r—___—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

Yes! | want to donate to the Freethought Society/Freedam Religion Foundation’s “Come Out of the Closet
billboard campaign. Enclosed is my donation of $

Name:

Street Address:

City, State and Zip:

Phone: Email:

O Please keep my donation anonymous.
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FS’s 2011 Anti-Superstition Bash Information

The Freethought Society’s (FS) next Anti-SuperstitionhB&il be held orfriday, May 13, 2011from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM

in the beautifulCorinthian Yacht Club. The Club is located &00 West 2nd Street, Essington, PA 19028S will host a
“Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Center” equippedssisaparty attendees in getting over all their superstiindsstart the
process of ending magical thinking. The general admissioru@esllight fare) i$10 with $5 discounts available for students
and seniors. Cash bar only. No BYOB. There is no chargehildren under the age of 13.

Top 13 Reasons to Attend the Bash @

13. Can you think of a better way to spend your evening on6. Participate in games that will make you laugh out Ioudl

Friday-the-Thirteenth? 5. Enjoy hors d'oeuvres/light fare.

12. Earn a “Clean Bill of Mental Health” certificateoin a 4. Toast your accomplishment at the cash bar.
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Numsea 3. Be there to party with Tom Flynn and PZ Myers.
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Doctor, with complimentary 2. Purchase discounted anti-superstition books for your
photos. library.

11. You could be the “lucky” person selected to break a
mirror. And the number one top reason to attend the 2011 FS Anti-

10. Earn a souvenir “Trash Your Horoscope” certificate. Superstition Bash is (drum roll, please):

9. Participate in a door prize raffle and book give-away.

8. Network with other Freethinkers and skeptics. 1.This party marks the f4Anniversary of FS’s hosting

7. Dance all night long to the sounds of a DJ spinning anti- an Anti-Superstition Party! Let's celebrate ogodd
superstition-themed music. fortune” together!!

e i ks |

Anti-Superstition Bash 2011 RSVP Form :

(Email RSVP toTickets@FtSociety.orgr return this form to the address belowMay 1, 2011.)

O Yes! I will be attending.

Number of tickets: (at $10 each or student/senior p#ibecach) Total enclosed: $
(Please make checks payable to the Freethought Society.)

Please list your guests’ names here:

O | would be interested in volunteering before, duringfoer the event (details and a list of jobs will bet seryou).

Name:

Address:

Email: Phone:

Mail or fax this form to the FS Event Coordinatblargaret Downey, or simply tell us you are planning to attend

andpay at the door.
FAX: (610) 793-2569

FS’s May 18 Party Phone: (610) 793-2737
I P. O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366 Cell:  (610) 357-9432

L__________________________

N

L_____l_-___ I D N N



2011 Anti-Superstition Bash Hotel Information

Please plan to attend the Freethought Society’s (FS)SAgerstition Bash scheduled for Frid&ay 13, 2011and enjoy food,
dancing, drinking and camaraderie frgn®@0 PM until 11:00 PM. To encourage people to not drink and drive, FS is pruyidi
the following hotel information (many more Essington arels can be found on theterne). Volunteer designated drivers are
available upon request.

The Ramada Airport Hotel
76 Industrial Highway/Route 291
Essington, PA 19029
Phone: (610) 521-9600
Email: info@ramadaphl.com

Average room price is $199 (single or double occupancy)

The Ramada offers their guests 24 Hour Complimeniary
Shuttle Service; Complimentary Wireless High Speed

Internet; Exercise Room; Full Service Restaurant
Lounge (with Limited Room Service); Handicapped & Nd
Smoking Rooms/Facilities; Heated Seasonal Outdoor H

and

n_
ool;

Laundry/Valet Services; Secured Parking Available (free

Parking while registered and staying in the hotel); Pay
View Movies & HBO; Safe Deposit BoxtJSA TODAY

Pe

Newspaper; Coffeemaker, Iron and Hairdryers in all rooms

A typical Ramada room is pictured below.

Wyndham Garden Hotel
45 Industrial Highway (Route 291)
Essington, PA 19029
Phone: (610) 521-2400
Website:www.wyndham.com

Average room prices range from $89- $149

The Wyndham Garden Hotel is conveniently located just 3
miles from Philadelphia International Airport and 12 miile

from downtown Philadelphia. The hotel is minutes from

Harrah's Casino & Racetrack, Philadelphia Naval Shipy
and a wide variety of attractions and activities sorenake
your stay more enjoyable.

Offering 106 newly renovated, spacious accommg
tions, The Wyndham Hotel also offers their gue
complimentary shuttle service to and from the Philadelg
Airport between the hours of 4:00 AM and 1:00 AN
complimentary parking, a professional fully-appointed
ness center, seasonal heated outdoor pool and a bu
center. Complimentary high-speed Internet service
available in both guest rooms and public areas. Rq
service is available upon request, but guests can enj

Dy

lounge and restaurant on the premises. A typical room alt the

Wyndham is pictured below.




DJ Dance Party featuring Ladder Limbo, Horoscope Trashing, Open-Your-Umbrellas to
fast and slow dances, Mirror Breaking Ceremony, Piiata, and other
Anti-Superstition games. Cash Bar and free Hors d’Oeuvres.

Door prizes and free educational literature!

Special Guests:

PZ MYERS you
TOM FLYNN Are )

The 2011
Friggatriskaidekaphobia®
Treatment Center Soirée

Get rid of your secret superstitions!
Anti-superstition “nurses” and “doctors”
will be on hand to cure you.

Hosted by The Freethought Society

Friday May 13th, from 7pm until 11pm
Admission: $10 - Seniors/Students: $5
Free admission for children under 13.

Corinthian Yacht Club
300 West 2nd Street,
Essington, PA 19029

Just minutes from the Philadelphia Airport
Visit www.Friggatriskaidekaphobia.com, and www.FtSociety.org

*Frigga-triska-ideka-phobia is an unreasonable fear of Friday-the-Thirteenth.




General Supporter 2011 Spring Festival

Donations Donations
Linda Mahan $75  Alan Gold $100
Glen Loev $20 Bob Kay $100
Marshall Martin $25  Glen Loev $100
Al Palmer $40 e
Malcolm and Leone Schoenberg $40 H altl SOIar BOX COOker
David Tomayo $100 D on at| ons
Billboard Campaign Sally Fiynn $60
. Malcolm and Leone Schoenberg $60
Donations Glen Loev $60
Staks Rosch $30  Marshall Martin $60
Malcolm and Leone Schoenberg $100  Tom Schottmiller $120

Book donations needed for nontheist group in Philippines!

The Freethought Society (FS) has become an organizaff
sensitive to the needs of nontheists around the wor
Connections via the Internet have shrunk the world a
made it possible to learn about many nontheist organizatio
While FS has its own problems with funding, helping othg
groups in need conveys the generosity and thoughtfulness
the nontheist community.
The Solar Box Cookers for Haiti project continues arg
now there is an opportunity for FS supporters to donate n
and gently worn books to the Philippine Atheists a
Agnostics Society (PATAS).
Photos on this page takenlbgvi Chui-Monton capture [
a public outdoor street fair event held in the Philippinef®
PATAS set up a beautiful information booth inviting g
passersby to stop and chat. While some people were shocg
to see atheists and agnostics publicly announcing th
philosophical lifestance, others were interested, eXated &k _
pleased to know that they were not alone. The group a i o | 2 1,. 5
received media coverage on the day the booth was unveile =
PATAS would like to continue their educational eath
by providing science and philosophy books to rural ared:.
PATAS may also be donating books to library facilities i _
the Philippines. The United States coordinator for thiskbod %=
project isMarissa Langseth Langseth is pictured below
with Richard Dawkins. Dr. Dawkins is holding the PATAS @
logo. Langseth is willing to accept and process all dorstio
Your donation will be acme - '
knowledged and can be ug
as a tax-deduction. 5
Please send books and
financial donations to:

Marissa Langseth
73-34 198 Place
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

Email questions to:
marissa@patas.com




The Freethought Society’s (FS)
2011 Three Month Activities Calendar

A =

May 13 June 2

Please plan to attend the re-opening of the FreethougiS proudly presentRobert Kurzban PhD
Society’s Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatement Center oms theThursday, June 2, 2011speaker at t '
Friday, May 13, 2011. The 2011 FriggariskaidekaphobiaFree Library of Philadelphia. The meetin g
Treatment Center will open at 7:00 PM. This year the FSwill begin promptly at7:00 PM in the
Anti-Superstition Bash will take place at tt&orinthian Skyline Room The address of the library
Yacht Club located aB00 West 2nd Street, Essington, PA 1901 Vine Street Philadelphia, Pennsyl

19029 vania.

Volunteers are needed for a wide variety of jobsade Kurzban's speech, “Why Everyone (Else) is a Hypocrite
see the following checklist and contact the event coordinatdevolution and the Modular Mind,” will explore human incon-
listed below to volunteer: sistency, including hypocrisy from an evolutionary

perspective. Emphasizing how modularity helps to explair
O Make copies of the poster on page 13 of this newsletter various features of human behavior, Kurzban will covelf “se
and post in public areas, distribute at meetings and mail deception,” “self control,” “self esteem” and many other
to friends and family (Anyone can easily do this, now!) aspects of social behavior. This speech is basétlorban’'s
bookof the same title.
O Load party supplies from storage unit located in West
Chester in the early afternoon of Thursday, May 12, 2011 J UI 20

“An enlightening, compeiling film!"
vt Sl e, s o W ol o L

O Unload van at the Corinthian Yacht Club on May 13, 2011t's “Dinner and a Movie] -
no later than 3:00 PM night on Wednesday, July 3 N 10 W
2011, at the Norristown TH[ I_“Rn ‘S““‘““
O Post direction signs from Highway to Yacht Club Public Library (1001 Powel
Street, Norristown, THIAI' “[“["“““

O Set up the Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Center/antPennsylvanig. [ B ERESEEE © rerq_-ﬁ' j_!
' 3 .ﬁ:’

ifE Y MELIGI0N NP

superstition games, museum, and party layout between 3:00 Please arrive at the librg
PM and 7:00 PM Community Room aroun

5:30 PM with your own
O Meet and greet party attendees dressed as a nursetor d dinner to chat with friend
and coordinate entries for games and certificates (o@st before the screening ofhe| ™

will be provided) Lord is Not on Trial Herq "
Today
O Staff welcome table and sell tickets (FS event T-shiit w This 55-minute documen-
be provided) tary tells the compelling story of the landmark 1945 First
Amendment case that established the separation of religic
O Break down party/museum displays (11:00 PM) and government in public schoolBhe Lord is Not on Trial
Here Todayis written, produced, directed and photographec
O Load party items into van (11:00 PM-Midnight) by Jay Rosenstein. This film has won a Peabody Award. |

was named “Best Historical Documentary in the Mid-
America Region” and won an Emmy Award for “Best
Writing in the Mid-America Region.”

Sixty years after the original decision McCollum vs.
Board of Educationthis film recounts wha¥asti McCollum
later described as “three years of headlines, headaches &
hatred.” Her struggles led to a decision that stdoretes in
separation of religion and government today. McCollum wa:
a long-time supporter of FS, and most members of haftyfam
continue to receive the FS newsletter via email.

FS will supply bottled water, cups, napkins, plates a
cookie dessert. Please note that new audio equipment w
purchased so that the film can be heard well by allpécisi
door prize will be given at the end of the evening.

O Remove direction signs

To volunteer, please contadargaret
Downey at (610) 793-2737 or ai
volunteers@ftsociety.org Registered
volunteers will be provided dinner at
5:00 PM both Thursday (May f2and
Friday (May 13).

Please see the full-page ad in this
newsletter for complete party
information. Hotel information is also
included in a full-page ad in this
newsletter.




Freethought Society Committee Reports

Mentor Connection (MC)
In May 1997,Margaret Downey created the Mentor Connection for the Freethought §o¢#S) and its supporters. The
committee has not been very active in recent yeatsese¢bsite has been updated to provide details to anyonesiatere

The Mentor Connection (MC) will concentrate on esshiblig a support network for the nontheist community. MC will
allow concerned nontheists to connect with each other usisga special interests as a networking tool. Sign upetmme
part of this networking effort at the FS website. MemlmdrdC will bring new vitality to current social issuescing the
nontheist community. Mentors can offer guidance, advicd, smpport to fellow nontheists. Please see the FS website fo
details on how to become a mentor or a protégén. FtSociety.ord

Helping Hands Committee (HHC)

Volunteers are needed to conduct a sale in Burlington SioygwnNew Jersey. The sale must take place betweerilBtdune

30, 2011. A collection of household items will need to be orgahiagged and sold. All sale proceeds will go to FS, haweve
a large donation of canned foods will be transported to thelésoEmergency Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Volunteers with a truck are sought for this particulativdg. Please send your name and contact information to
volunteers@FtSociety.or@€ontact HHC coordinator Downey at (610) 793-2737 for furthiilde

i

.,
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I

|

The Freethought SocietfFS) is a chapter of thEreedom From Religion FoundatiqfFFRF) and a member
organization of the Atheist Alliance International (AARS strives to improve society by promoting freedom lf
thought, freedom of expression, freedom from religious intrusiopublic affairs, and advocates separation (If
religion and government. FS activities and services depetftedimancial contributions of supporters. Please donzite

generously. Funds may be sent using this form or via thedbSite (vww.FtSociety.org. All contributions to FS
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Yes | want to:

( ) become a supporter of FS (includes email PDF needtét30 individual supporter$35family supporter$20
student. Please enclose checks payaflkdd-reethought Society

() become aRS Star by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS fronbanyk or throughrayPalin the
amount of: (circleone) $5 $10 $15 $20 $  (other) per month.

() Join FFRF$40individual membership dg50 family membership. Please enclose checks payable to the
Freedom From Religion Foundation

( ) earmark a donation to (insert project, everdamnmittee name)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Email Address:

Phone: Cell:

( ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to be anonymous.

FS will send a complimentary sample newsletter to pi@lesupporters. Please provide contact information fi
anyone who might be interested in receiving an FS nederslet

r

Name

Email Address
Clip and mail to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, PangpBA 19366-0242

_l_-_“__l-l__-_______
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