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New FS Tabling Project Well Received
by Margaret Downey
A longtime vision of the Freethought Society’s (FS) Diversity Outreach Committee (DOC)
has been to coordinate and cooperate with all other nontheist national organizations. The
goal is to increase memberships and to highlight various forms of nontheism. During a
January 2013 leadership meeting, DOC disclosed a plan to host a “Potpourri of
Philosophy” free literature table in a wide variety of venues. The plan includes tabling at
conferences beyond those dedicated to religion, philosophy or nontheism. DOC volunteers
will be hosting a free literature table at conferences with themes such as health, business
and civil rights. A free literature table is also appropriate for conferences that appeal to
minorities such as Asians, Blacks and Native Americans. Many people are searching for a
philosophical home and just do not know where to look. Bringing a “Potpourri of
Philosophy” directly to the public is one way to make it easy to discover what area in the
broad spectrum of nontheism is most appealing to them.
The Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science (RDFRS) offered to provide
the first DOC tabling opportunity. Dr. Dawkins’ scheduled appearance on March 12, 2013
at the University of Pennsylvania was the perfect public venue to test the idea of offering a
wide variety of philosophical materials to audience members. RDFRS paid for the table
and I quickly requested that all national nontheist groups send literature to FS.
Boxes and boxes of literature arrived in time for FS to buy plastic holders that would
hold the items. The literature varied in size, but the final layout was balanced and inviting.
The colorful display spread across 16 feet of table space and volunteers were proud to
speak to visitors who were curious about the groups highlighted. The volunteers who
worked the table with me on March 12th were:
Patti Butcheck
Tracy Lockwood
Glen Loev
Tom Melchiorre
Tom Schottmiller
Hugh Taft-Morales not only arrived early to help set up the table but also represented
the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia (EHSP) during the event. Taft-Morales has
been working closely with FS for over a year and, thanks to his leadership, FS and EHSP
have hosted many successful events at the EHSP building at Rittenhouse Square.
A. J. Johnson represented Black Atheists of America, and I was thrilled to host her as
a house guest that evening. Johnson talked to many people at the event and the literature
she brought was well received. Johnson was also able to distribute information about an
upcoming event entitled “BLACK OUT: Secular Rally.”
Spouse team David Tamayo and Lorena Rios represented the Hispanic American
Freethinkers. Their colorful literature was eye-catching. I overheard conversations in
Spanish taking place that night indicating that the outreach effort was not only needed, it
was also appreciated. Tamayo and Rios also stayed overnight and lively conversations
lasted until 2:00 AM the next morning.
Please see the next page for photos from the event. Visit the FS website to get
information about how you can donate and support DOC efforts. Volunteers are needed. p

Photos of the “Potpourri of Philosophy” Table Project

Pictured above is A. J. Johnson standing behind the Potpourri of Philosophy free literature table, which was set up in the
lobby area of the Irvine Auditorium on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania. The March 12, 2013 Dr. Richard
Dawkins event was sponsored by the Philomathean Society, which is the nation’s oldest collegiate literary society and
student group. The literature was displayed on the table in alphabetical order, starting with American Humanist
Association and ending with a Roy Zimmerman concert poster. American Atheists hosted their own table next to the
Freethought Society (FS) table.
Pictured left are Patti Butcheck (FS board
member), Glen Loev (FS secretary) and
Margaret Downey (FS president). FS
borrowed the “Don’t believe in God? You are
not alone” banner from the United Coalition of
Reason. The banner wording attracted many
people to the table and volunteers greeted
everyone with a smile and cheerful banter.

More Photos of the “Potpourri of Philosophy” Table Project
Pictured right are A. J. Johnson,
Margaret Downey and Hugh
Taft-Morales.
Johnson traveled from New York
City to volunteer at the March
12, 2013 Dr. Dawkins event. She
talked to many people, handed
out hundreds of cards, and
inspired us all to maintain a high
level of energy.
Downey enjoyed meeting new
people and was proud to display
Freethought Society (FS) items.
She considers the FS newsletter
a work of art and was pleased to
see so many people leaving with
several issues in their hands.
Taft-Morales is the leader of the
Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia (EHSP). He helped
deliver display items for the
table, set up the banner and
assisted with the clean up after
the event.

Picture below left are Tracy Lockwood (FS board member) and David Tamayo
(founder and president of the Hispanic American Freethinkers). The volunteers were
able to view the Dr. Dawkins speech in an overflow room with a projector. Pictured
below right is FS supporter Tom Schottmiller, who spoke to visitors about the
various organizations represented at the table.

Glitter Lessons
by Patti Butcheck
For a brief moment in my youth I was in the Brownies. If
memory serves me correctly, I was in the all-girls summer
camp only once. It was a summer day-camp hosted at the
convent of my family’s church, and it was only a few hours
a day during the week.
Everything about the Brownie experience was exciting.
My mother would dress me up and we would walk over to
the convent. Those days were adventurous for me. My
mother would put my baby sisters in a stroller and take me
to a place with glitter, pasta, and colored construction paper.
It was probably a nice break for my mother for me to be at
Brownie camp.
My memories are of being with happy people. These
memories aren’t very clear in context, but the emotions and
happy anticipation will never leave my mind. Brownie days
were always good days.
As I participated in Brownie classes, my mother walked
another block to visit her mother. Together, they would
enjoy hot tea and Scrabble games while I played. Later,
after Brownies, my mother would meet me outside and
would patiently listen as I retold every single thing that
happened, always in painful detail. The entire experience
was “all about me” and I loved it.
I have a few crystal clear memories of my Brownie
days. The first memory was how excited I was for school to
start. For the first time in my life I was able to see inside the
mysterious and intimidating convent. I couldn’t wait to brag
to all of my school friends. They were going to be SO
impressed! Naturally, I was disappointed when the convent
looked like a nice house and was nothing I imagined.
One clear memory I have was meeting a disabled girl
for the first time in my life. I don’t remember her name. I
don’t even remember what was wrong with her.
As a child, what I remember was how very different she
was. She was strange. She was in a wheelchair. She
couldn’t speak very well. She couldn’t move as quickly as I
could. She smelled strange. She was also a stranger to me.
She was never in my school and I had never seen her in the
neighborhood before.
It may help to understand that I grew up and lived near
a hospital. To my childlike mind, people in wheelchairs
were sick people. Maybe even dying people. Certainly
hospital people! They weren’t kids in my school, unless
they had a cast on their leg. Wheelchair people were sick
people. I was scared of her. This young girl was NOT one
of my friends. I didn’t try to talk to her. We weren’t even
introduced. I didn’t dislike her. I was just scared of her. I
avoided her and kept close to my friends.
Eventually, over a few weeks, we started to interact.
Somewhere between gluing pasta noodles to paper plates,
we talked and we played together. Poof! In a single
moment, she was a human girl and someone I could play
with. After that, it didn’t matter that she was different. What
mattered was that she was nice, and we had fun glittering
things.

I’m certain that I regaled my mother and grandmother
with stories involving the wheelchair-bound girl. My
mother may have even encouraged me to talk to her. I
simply don’t remember. I have no memory of anything
more than my emotions. I have no recollection of any
intentional actions on my part. Everything is boiled down to
the basic emotions: fear, insecurity, and intimidation giving
way to curiosity and kindness. The memory of gluing and
pasting pasta to purple paper, then using rainbow glitter is
most impressed in my mind.
I never saw her afterwards, and I returned to my
blissfully ignorant childhood never having met another
wheelchair-bound child. Most important is that in my very
young years I was exposed to something I would never be
exposed to at my home or in my small childhood circle of
friends. It formed an immediate impression upon my young
mind: Wheelchair people were not sick, dying, hospital
people. They could be nice girls who liked to glitter stuff
and laugh. I learned something so primal that I couldn’t
have found the words to explain it then.
Today I understand that I learned that perceptions could
be wrong. I learned differences were not scary. I overcame
my fear of differences by simply being in the same room
with someone I feared and judged unfairly. We managed to
share laughs over cookies and chocolate milk. I remember
she snorted with laughter when I accidentally sneezed
glitter and cleared the entire tabletop of the precious
material.
This is what the Scouts should be about. This is the
goal of such organizations — or it should be. It is true that
my wheelchair friend would never be able to go hiking, but
she certainly could glitter like a champ.
However, Scouting at its core isn’t about hiking, firebuilding, or badges. What it is about is creating an
atmosphere and environment to safely expose children to a
broader scope of life. My brief experience was an
appropriate lesson, in an appropriate setting, that impacted
my future ability to cope, relate, and empathize. I’m proud
to say that the Girl Scouts of America does not discriminate
against gays and atheists. When you buy their cookies, the
money earned is used appropriately. The Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) has a much different membership policy.
If BSA continues to cherry-pick whom it will include in
their organization, then it is creating a false environment
that doesn’t reflect the broader world. This is a great
disservice to every child. During young innocent years, a
child should be exposed to fundamental human differences
in a safe and trusting environment. These are the core
reasons for such groups. If BSA cannot introduce a broader
experience of the world in all its myriad forms, then it is
only offering a narrow, myopic version of the child’s
household and neighborhood. Nothing greater can be
learned without broad and inclusive interaction, such as
what I experienced.
Today, BSA claims to “protect” children, but that is not
what they are doing. They are damaging boys by creating
social hierarchy and building walls. BSA should start
working on what it should be, and critically review what it
has become.
p

Review of “Mea Maxima Culpa”
by Dennis Middlebrooks
I saw the film (now an HBO
documentary) Mea Maxima
Culpa at the Film Forum in
Manhattan in late November
2012. I highly recommend it to
readers of the Freethought
Society newsletter. The title of
the film is taken from the
“confiteor,” which is part of the
Roman Catholic Mass. The term
translates into English as “My
most grievous fault (or guilt).”
	

 This extraordinary film
exposes the moral bankruptcy of
the Catholic church in covering
up clerical sex abuse of children
over the centuries.
	

 The film focuses on the
horrific abuse of young boys by
Farther Lawrence Murphy, at a
Catholic school for the deaf in
Wisconsin. He was protected by
the corrupt church hierarchy
despite the fact he abused an
estimated 200 boys over a
period of 20 years. Murphy was
never defrocked and was buried
in his priestly vestments after
showing no remorse for his
crimes. He fully confessed to them and, incredibly, justified
the abuse as “curing” his victims of homosexual
tendencies!
	

 Cardinal Josef Ratzinger (the now former Pope
Benedict XVI) is revealed to be complicit over many years
in the cover-up of widespread sexual crimes of priests and
higher-ups that would have sent ordinary men to prison.
Ratzinger’s condescending fury at reporters questioning
him about his protection of Cardinal Maciel, (a serial sex
abuser and morphine addict who
four children via several mistresses) is quite telling.
Ratzinger’s predecessor, John Paul II, and the Vatican as a
whole, come across as no better.
	

 There was little compassion for the victims, but much
compassion for the accused abuser priests and, of course,
for the reputation of their precious church. William
Donohue, the loutish head of the Catholic League for Legal
and Civil Rights, is exposed as a liar and apologist for the
Catholic hierarchy. He casts blame on the media, unnamed
“enemies of the Church,” and even the victims themselves
for bringing allegations to light.

	

 In a shocking scene, one of the
victims (a deaf and not very
literate man) of Father Murphy
relates that as a teenager he was
tricked by a nun into signing a
settlement document with the
church over his abuse. In the
document he signed he stated
that he had sinned against the
Milwaukee Archdiocese for
bringing the allegations of abuse
by Father Murphy to light. The
victim apologized for his
“crime” against the Catholic
church and agreed that he would
never make any claims of abuse
in the future.
	

 In another segment, New York
Times reporter Laurie Goldstein,
who covered the burgeoning sex
abuse scandal in the church,
relates how she was inundated
with virulent, anti-Semitic hate
from Catholics. They accused
her of fabricating stories to
discredit the “Holy See.”
	

 The victims of Father Murphy,
now adults, noted that priests
were viewed as semi-divine
beings who could do no wrong and who knew they could
deny any claims of abuse to play the victims themselves. In
the case of Father Murphy, there was the added advantage
that his victims were deaf and mostly illiterate. He
purposely chose boys whose parents did not know sign
language so it would be very hard for the young victims to
communicate with their parents about the abuse.
	

 What is most interesting is that a majority of the people
in the film are Catholics: either the victims of clerical
abuse (mostly deaf and signing, not speaking, with
celebrity voiceovers) or Catholic clergy repulsed by what
was taking place in the “One True Church.” Those honest
clergy were stonewalled by higher-ups whenever they tried
to do something to stop the abuse. Parts of the film are hard
to take, particularly the clear anguish displayed by the
hearing-impaired victims of Father Murphy. They use sign
language to relate what was done to them years ago in
heart-wrenching detail.
	

 This film is available through Netflix and at
HBOGO.com. I recommend that it be shown at every freethought convention, meeting and household.
p

Won’t	
  somebody	
  help	
  me?
by	
  Marilyn	
  LaCourt

To whom does your body beShe has no living biological
long?
family and only a few friends who
To God? To your family? To
are not in much better physical and
your country? To your doctors? To
emotional shape than she is. She has
your psychiatrists?
two nieces, her late husband’s
Who should be in control of
brother’s children, who are charged
whether you live or die? When?
with her physical, emotional, and
Under what circumstances?
economic well-being. They work
When will we, with our big
very hard and do the best they can,
brains and our incredible advances
given the cards they have been dealt.
in technology and modern medicine,
Economically, she has been
ever replace religious dogma and
comfortably set up in an assistedmyths with humanitarian empathy?
living situation. She should be happy,
Oh, yes, this is an outrageous
don’t ya think?
proposition, but no more outrageous
Her nieces jump and fetch and
than abortion on demand or equal
take care of her physical needs. They
rights for blacks and women. Did
deal with the system to make certain
you know that black men got the
she is physically comfortable and
vote before women of any color?
economically cared for. They deal
When, if ever, will ordinary
with her health insurance quagmire.
citizens have access to lethal
Another aunt, who is also old but in
injections to end the lives they no
good physical and psychological
longer wish to live?
health calls them angels.
Forty years after Roe v. Wade
But let’s look at it from her
made abortion legal in this country,
point of view. She is totally
we are still fighting for a woman’s
dependent on her well-meaning
Picture above is the author of this article
right to her own body. I predict it
caretakers serving a life sentence,
Marilyn La Court.
will take at least another century or
in a “prison” she can never escape.
She is a poet and writer residing in
more before an adult person, female
She experiences some degree of
Brookfield, Wisconsin.
or male, will win the right of
dementia. Ah, glorious dementia, a
humanitarian jurisdiction over her
kind way the brain has of making
or his own body.
reality less real, less accessible, and
We have developed all sorts of medical means to
possibly less painful.
prolong life. I support those who want heroic medical
Then, one day, while attempting to get up out of a chair,
interventions to save or prolong their lives, whatever their
her foot falls asleep.
reasons, without reservation.
She falls, breaking her hip and her ankle. Both could
I believe we ought to have legal jurisdiction over when
easily be repaired, but she is immediately carted off to the
and how we die. We ought to be able to avail ourselves of
hospital. Her nieces are summoned, and before she knew it
humanitarian help with our decision to live or die.
she’s in the operating room receiving a hip replacement and
You might think that is a radical idea. Let me tell you
a cast on her ankle.
about my friend.
When she begins to recover from her physical injuries,
She’s 80 years old. Her husband, upon whom she was
she is confused and in pain. She is moved to a recovery unit
very dependent both physically and emotionally, died a year
in her assisted-living “home.” She is visited by a couple of
ago. She suffered from debilitating depression even before
in-laws who are old and have survival issues of their own.
he died. I think she was already envisioning a future
They wring their hands and say they understand, but do
without him. He loved her and cared for her, perhaps
they, really? Do we, really?
enabling her dependency.
Does it surprise anyone that she wants to die?
Until he took ill, she led a fairy tale life with him as her
It gets worse.
Prince Charming and her, his princess. When he was no
Her replacement hip “pops out” and she is sent back to
longer able to drive, she saw it coming. When he died she
the hospital by ambulance. “Never mind, Dearie,
was whisked out of the condo she shared with him, the
everything will be okay,” well-meaning caregivers attempt
home she loved, and dropped into an assisted-living
to reassure her. One of her nieces rushes to make the twosituation. It needed to be done. She was both physically and
hour drive to the hospital in order to give the okay for the
emotionally incapable of caring for herself. At first she
surgery. She has stated a number of times, in her more lucid
seemed grateful for the help with her relocation.
moments, that she just wants to die.

She is not a religious woman. She has no illusions about
joining her soul mate in heaven. She just wants the pain to
go away. She cries, “I don’t know what to do.”
However, she does not qualify for a diagnosis of
“terminally ill.” She is not eligible for hospice care where at
least she could be kept somewhat comfortable with drugs
until nature would take its course and she would die.
She does not even have the resources to take her own
life. No gun and her access to pain pills is highly controlled.
She is clearly a victim of a system that requires that she
suffer a long life in the prison of her own body controlled by
others.
The following is an excerpt from a Hospice Care
Organization in her home state. See this link for more
information: http://bit.ly/ZijgsE
Eligibility Section:
Hospice care can begin when curative treatment is no longer
desired or expected to be effective. Hospice neither hastens
nor postpones death, but recognizes dying as a normal
process and seeks to help patients and their families prepare
for death mentally and spiritually. Hospice patients have life
expectancies that are expressed in months, weeks or days.
An individual's attending physician makes this
determination.
What will happen to her?
This is one of those nightmare cases that some find
justifiable within their religious parameters: But the reality is
that her treatment is inhumane and immoral — akin to
“torture in the name of God.”
Why should this woman continue to suffer, with no
quality of life, and with only one wish — to die? But who
among us will willingly put his or her life on the line to ease
her from her tortured existence? When will we find it in our
hearts and consciences to honor a request for a humane
death with dignity?
Given our current legal system, even doctors, perhaps
especially doctors, who possess the means with which to
actually help her achieve her goal will not risk their lives to
do so.
Her well-meaning “relatives,” people she first met when
she was nearly 60 years old and married into “the family,”
mean well. However, they do not understand the limbo into
which she has been cast. They don’t understand that their
well-meaning advice to get involved in the meager life of
which she could still avail herself, according to them, falls
on deaf ears. Get involved with other people in the home,
attend activities provided for you there, go to the gym, get in
shape, they advise her. Here’s the crux of the matter. They
want her to want to live.
Her cries for pills are seen as a weakness, a wish to have
some magic comfort from her pain. Yes, well then, they
could just as well be cries to exit this life that she finds so
scary and unbearable, without him. Could they not?
“Won’t anybody help me?” she screams. Oh, that I
could.
What is wrong with us?
Where is our sense of human kindness?

At Oregon’s Compassion and Choices site (see: http://
bit.ly/16VOwjF) you will find the following guidelines
regarding the Death with Dignity Act:
What are the safeguards and guidelines in the Oregon Death
with Dignity Act?
1. The Act requires the patient give a fully informed,
voluntary decision.
2. The Act applies only to the last six months of the
patient’s life.
3. The Act makes it mandatory that a second opinion by
a qualified physician be given that the patient has fewer
than six months to live.
4. The Act requires two oral requests by the patient.
5. The Act requires a written request by the patient.
6. The Act allows cancellation of the request at any time.
7. The Act makes it mandatory that a 15-day waiting
period occurs after the first oral request.
8. The Act makes it mandatory that 48-hour (2 days)
elapse after the patient makes a written request to
receive the medication.
9. The Act punishes anyone who uses coercion on a
patient to use the Act.
10. The Act provides for psychological counseling if
either of the patient’s physicians thinks the patient
needs counseling.
11. The Act recommends that the patient inform his/her
next of kin.
12. The Act excludes nonresidents of Oregon from
taking part.
13. The Act doctors must be licensed in Oregon.
14. The Act mandates Oregon Health Division Review.
15. The Act does not authorize mercy killing or active
euthanasia.
The Act does not authorize mercy killing or active
euthanasia. I repeat, do you think there is redemptive value
in suffering?
Yes? No?
So, I guess, my friend will just have to wait for a doctor
to determine that she has a “terminal illness” that will kill
her in six months before she can get even a modicum of
comfort from her pain. Then she will have to jump through
all the hoops mentioned above. She cannot even choose to
take her own life because the means with which to do so are
denied to her.
When will we, with our big brains and our incredible
advances in technology and modern medicine, ever replace
religious dogma and myths with humanitarian empathy?
Oh, yes, I know there are a zillion slippery slope
arguments against legalized euthanasia. One last thought:
How is it that we can use our advanced technology
(think drones) to kill our enemies and hundreds of innocent
people in the process, but we cannot use medical means to
release long-suffering people from a life they want to leave?
Where are the slippery slope arguments here, and where are
the safeguards? How much thought and consideration has
gone into the practice of using drones, and the “collateral
damage” they cause?
What is more dangerous to society, legalized euthanasia
or drones?
p

The Freethought Society’s
2013 Four-Month Activities Calendar
July 1
May 21
Please join us at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday, May 21, 2013 for
a p r e sentation entitled
“Affecting Public Policy and
Protecting Our Secular Democracy: How it Works and
How You Can Influence the
Process” by Toni Van Pelt.
She is the Public Policy
Director for the Institute for
Science and Human Values.
Scientific thinking is being challenged in the United
States culture today as never before.
One of the major strengths of any lobbying effort lies in
its grassroots participation. There are a variety of tactics that
are useful, and each is employed at strategic times. How
does our government work? Why is it important for you to
participate? Please attend for an interactive discussion that is
sure to be both enlightening and galvanizing.
The presentation will take place at the Ludington
Library in the large meeting room located on the main
level. The library address is 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue,
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. A SEPTA stop is located across
the street from the library.

The Freethought Society and
the Ethical Humanist Society
of Philadelphia (EHSP) are
pleased to announce a cohosted presentation by Jay
Wexler on Monday, July 1,
2013. Wexler’s presentation,
“Holy Hullabaloos and
Beyond: The State of Church/
State Law in the United States
(and maybe some other
things)” will take place at the
Ethical Society Building located at 1906 South Rittenhouse
Square. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 7:00 PM speech
is free and open to the public, but a $5 donation is requested
to offset expenses.
Wexler will talk about the various people and places he
visited while researching the book and will talk about the
current state of First Amendment law in the United States.
Wexler is an award wining Professor of Law at Boston
University. He is also the author of three books, over two
dozen academic articles, and over fifty essays, reviews, and
stories in the Boston Globe, Huffington Post, National
Geographic NewsWatch, Salon, Slate, and Spy.

May 30 - June 2

July 28

There is no specific Freethought Society (FS) event
scheduled for the month of June. Instead, Freethought
Sociey (FS) supporters are encouraged to attend the
American Humanist Association’s (AHA) 2013 National
Convention.
The convention, “Celebrate Humanism” will be held in
San Diego, California, May 30-June 2, 2013 at the Bahai
Resort Hotel (998 West Mission Bay Drive, San Diego, CA
92109). A special rate of $129/night is available. The block
name is “American Humanists.”
See the AHA website at: www.americanhumanist.org for
conference details and a list of presenters which includes Dr.
Richard Dawkins, writer Katherine Stewart, USA
TODAY columnist Tom Krattenmaker, magician Jamy
Ian Swiss, and many more.
FS President Margaret Downey will be presenting “The
Life and Work of Thomas Paine” to children and interested
adults on Saturday, May 31, 2013 at 10:00 AM.
There will be a Camp Quest program for children
available throughout the weekend.
The post-conference trip on Sunday afternoon will be
hosted by the Military Association of Atheists and
Freethinkers. A special Memorial Day service will take place
on the flight deck of the historic USS Midway aircraft
carrier. Special military guests and honorees will pay tribute
to our atheist and humanist troops ($50 adults/$40 students,
seniors and military).

The 7th annual “Unity Picnic” will take place at the
Flourtown Pavilion located in the Fort Washington State
Park (West Mill Road is a quarter mile west of Bethlehem
Pike in Flourtown).
A $10 donation per person is requested to cover the cost
of picnic items. Please RSVP so that an accurate estimate for
food and beverages can be made. To RSVP contact:
PhillyReason@gmail.com
Additional picnic food is needed. Please follow the
below last name initial guide to participate in the pot luck:
A-G salad or vegetable
H-P fruit or dessert
Q-Z bread, potato or rice dish
This picnic is sponsored by the Philadelphia Coalition of
Reason, which includes the following groups:
Atheist Meetup
Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia
The Freethought Society
The Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia
Drexel Freethought
Penn State Atheists Agnostic Association
Rekindle Reason: Atheists
Agnostic and Freethinkers at UPenn
Temple Atheists and Critical Thinkers
West Chester University Secular Student Alliance

atheistpa.org | philadelphia, pa september 13, 14, & 15, 2013

CoNFereNCe
FridaY
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Party
Hosted by The Freethought Society
www.friggatriskaidekaphobia.com
satUrdaY
Speakers, Lunch, Dinner
and Entertainment
sUNdaY
Speakers and Workshops
tiCKets
Conference-$100
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Party-$13
hotel
Embassy Suites
215-365-4500
For a discounted rate
mention code “113”

speaKers
Seth Andrews
Jerry DeWitt
Jamila Bey
Rob Boston
Rep. Mark Cohen
James Croft
JT Eberhard
Fred Edwords
Steve Hill
George Hrab
AJ Johnson
Amanda Knief
Lauri Lebo
Tracy Lockwood
Joe Nickell
Shelley Segal
David Silverman
Jamy Ian Swiss
David Tamayo
Joe Wenke

The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion and
government. FS publishes The Freethought Society News every other month.The newsletter is delivered as an ezine via email
and is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those who are interested in learning more about
freedom of thought.
Monthly events take place in many locations across the United States, with emphasis in the tri-state area of Pennsylvania,
Delaware and New Jersey. FS activities and services depend on the financial contributions of supporters. Funds may be sent
using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org/donate/). All contributions to FS are tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law (Tax ID Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
( ) become a supporter of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society):
$30 Individual Supporter
$35 Family Supporter
$20 Student
$1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
( ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
PayPal in the amount of (circle one): $5 $10 $15 $20 $25 $30 $35 $40 $45 $_____(other per month)
( ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________________
( ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will email a complimentary newsletter to potential supporters. Please provide contact information for anyone who might be
interested in receiving an FS newsletter.
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use this same form to bid on the use of the FS St. Croix Cottage.
FS’s cottage in St. Croix is available for use the 11th week of each year. In
2014, the week offered will be March 16-23 (Saturday-Saturday). The yearly
maintenance fee for the beachside cottage at Chenay Bay Beach Resort is
$900.
The lowest bid FS can accept must meet that cost.
The bid is for a one-week stay in cottage number 6 and does not include
travel, rental car or food expenses. If you are interested in placing a bid for the
use of this property, please return this form to the address below:
Freethought Society
P.O. Box 242
Pocopson, PA 19366-0242
Email a bid to:
http://bit.ly/XJFfWX
For additional information see:
http://bit.ly/17p4FfK

