November/December 2011
Volume 1, Number 6

Freethought Society’s Sponsorship of 2012 Reason Rally
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The Freethought Society (FS) is of one of seventeen sponsors for the Reason Rally which
will take place on Saturday, March 24, 2012 at the Washington Mall in Washington, DC
(10:00 AM-4:00 PM). The sponsorship rating resulted from a $1,000 donation FS made to
the Reason Rally fund in February 2011. FS was one of the very first sponsors of this exciting event. Other sponsors include:
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represent the opinions
of the FS Board of Directors.
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Interesting articles about
freethought issues are
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Submissions will be reviewed
and approved for publication
by the FS Editorial Board.
Article word count maximum is
5,000.
Please submit articles with a
bio and photo, a suggested title,
and relevant photos/clip art to:
newsletter@FtSociety.org
Donation and financial support
information is located on the
last page of this newsletter.
FS is an educational nonprofit
organization
(EIN Number 23-2738574).

American Atheists
American Humanist Association
Atheist Alliance of America
Camp Quest
Center for Inquiry
Military Association of Atheists and Freethinkers
Secular Coalition for America

Secular Student Alliance
Society for Humanistic Judaism
Stiefel Freethought Foundation
The Brights
The James Randi Educational Foundation
The Richard Dawkins Foundation
United Coalition of Reason
Washington Area Secular Humanists

Reason Rally activities are free and open to the public. Attendees will enjoy music, comedy, speakers, and much more. Speakers include scientist and author Richard Dawkins, blogger and professor P. Z. Myers, women’s rights activist and author Taslima Nasrin and magician and author James Randi. Entertainers include comedian Jamie Kilstein and rock
group Bad Religion.
To help ensure the success of this event, FS president Margaret Downey joined forces
with Amy Jones Glen to set up a system of bus transportation for people to attend the rally.
Please see the bus service ad on page two of this newsletter. For more information, please
visit:
www.ReasonRally.org
There are two purposes for this event. One is to change the public perception of the nontheist community. Too often, and for no good reasons, nontheists are negatively stereotyped
as immoral, mean-spirited and joyless. A stellar platform of speakers and entertainers should
help to change that perception. A large attendance will also demonstrate that nontheists happily and proudly endorse a nontheist philosophy/life stance/worldview. So please make arrangements to participate in this historic event.
Another purpose for the Reason Rally is to provide a unifying opportunity for nontheists
who use different words to identify themselves. The Reason Rally is not concerned with labels or identifying words, rather to unite those who are involved with living a life free of
dogma, belief in the supernatural, superstitions and gods. Constitutional freedoms will be
celebrated in an atmosphere of unity at the Reason Rally. Attendees will be inspired, motivated and energized. Participants will be encouraged to make new friends, socialize and share
ideas. We hope the Reason Rally will be a tipping point in changing attitudes towards nontheists. Someday it will be commonplace for secular politicians to win an election. There will
surely come a day when a lack of religious belief will not affect job status, family dynamics,
laws of the land, serving in the military and influence public school education. Let’s bring
that day closer!
To paraphrase Robert Green Ingersoll: The time to end negative stereotyping is now.
The place to make a difference is the March 2012 Reason Rally.


Tree of Knowledge 2011 Project Report
by Margaret Downey
On Tuesday, October 11, 2011 Freethought Society (FS)
board member Sally Flynn and I attended the Chester
County, Pennsylvania Commissioners’ Sunshine meeting to
once again confront discrimination related to annual holiday
displays erected on the grounds of the Chester County
Courthouse on High Street in West Chester, Pennsylvania. I
read portions of the following letter in front of Commissioners Ryan Costello, Terence Farrell and Kathi Cozzone and
approximately fifty people who were in attendance that day:
“In light of the passage of Resolution 58-10 on
November 18, 2010, the Freethought Society
hereby requests that the Tree of Knowledge display
be included among the symbols you select to
represent the Chester County community during the
upcoming 2011 winter holiday season.
“Attached is documentation demonstrating that
the Tree of Knowledge has become a widely
anticipated and valued local tradition. In 2010
several hundred people emailed messages to you
requesting that the Tree of Knowledge remain
among the holiday displays as a symbol of the
Chester County nontheist community, which
includes atheists, agnostics, humanists, secularists,
rationalists, skeptics, Ethical Culturalists, freethinkers and others.
“The Tree of Knowledge has become a widely
recognized symbol celebrating education and the
written word. The Tree of Knowledge has drawn
visitors to West Chester from around the country,
supporting local businesses.
“In 2007 Chester County exemplified openness
and acceptance when it became the first county in
the United States to recognize the nontheist
community by including a Tree of Knowledge
display along with the Judeo-Christian holiday
presentations. This First Amendment right to
freedom of expression has inspired nontheist
groups across the country to erect similar displays.
“The omission of the Tree of Knowledge in 2010
was a great disappointment to the community.
Therefore, the Freethought Society is hereby
offering to donate the Tree of Knowledge and its
ornaments to Chester County for use in official
holiday displays.
“Should Resolution 58-10 require the county to
purchase display materials, we will happily accept
one dollar in payment and donate that dollar to the
Chester County election fund. In addition,
Freethought Society supporters hereby offer to
donate time and resources to deliver, install,
decorate and maintain the Tree of Knowledge
during the 2011 holiday season.
“We trust that Chester County will continue its

historic tradition of encouraging minority
participation, recognizing the diversity of the
community and demonstrating respect for its varied
world views by accepting the Freethought Society’s
Tree of Knowledge display this holiday season and
for years to come. Should you reject our proposal,
we formally request that the explanation for
denying the nontheist community representation be
sent to us, in writing, at your earliest opportunity.
“Once again, the eyes of the nation will be on
Chester County during the 2011 holiday season as
you decide which local communities will be
allowed equal participation in the government
sponsored holiday display on the public grounds of
a government building.
“Chester County Commissioners have a unique
opportunity to join with other cities and counties
across the entire country by supporting the
promotion of knowledge and appreciation of
diversity. Inclusion of the Tree of Knowledge in the
Chester County holiday display will allow the
nontheist community to unite with fellow citizens
in celebrating our fundamental Constitutional
guarantees of freedom, equality and justice.
Thank you for your consideration of this
request.”
I gave a copy of my statement (and the attachments I
mentioned) to each of the Commissioners. My live statement
was taped and it can be viewed at the following link. It
appears 48 minute and 38 seconds in the recording:
http://bit.ly/sUMaEt
FS expects that the 2011 FS Tree of Knowledge
offer/request to display will be denied. Therefore, FS
supporters are asked to participate in another “Human Tree of
Knowledge” event/protest rally.
Please plan to participate on Saturday, December 3, 2011
at the Chester County Courthouse located at the corner of
High and Market Streets (2 North High Street, West
Chester, PA). The event will start at 3:00 PM and will
include speeches, singing, photo opportunities and a press
conference.
Please email FS to volunteer (volunteers@FtSociety.org)
for one of many jobs that need to be done ahead of time (new
ornaments, press releases, media training, etc.).
Should the FS petition to include the Tree of Knowledge
be approved, FS supporters will be notified by email and a
notice will be posted on the FS website. In that case, the
December 3rd plans will change to a Tree of Knowledge
decorating event. In either case, participants are invited to
attend a 5:00 PM “Dutch-Treat” dinner at Kildare’s Irish
Pub (18 West Gay Street, West Chester, PA).


The 2011 Holiday Banner Application Process
by Margaret Downey
Freethought Society (FS) board member Sally Flynn and I
left the October 11, 2011 Chester County Commissioner’s
Sunshine meeting knowing that there was very little hope that
the Tree of Knowledge would be included in the 2011 holiday
display. Plans were in place to form a human Tree of
Knowledge on December 3, 2011 as a way to object to the
exclusion of nontheist representation during the winter
season, but we knew that the rally would do little to educate
the public.
Flynn and I decided to visit the Borough of West Chester
building on Gay Street to obtain a permit application to
display a banner highlighting a December 3rd event. The
banner would also invite the public to visit the “virtual Tree of
Knowledge.”
FS submitted a banner application in 2010, but it was
rejected. The banner was rejected because FS did not indicate
an actual event on the sample, but the “rule” had not been
revealed to us prior to the banner application submission. This
year, however, FS organized a specific event and would be
delighted to have public participation.
When Flynn and I walked into the Office of the Borough
Manager, the woman behind the desk immediately recognized
both of us from our visit last year. The recognition was
obvious to both Flynn and myself.
We told the clerk that we were there to obtain a banner
application. She asked what timeframe we wanted as she
glared at us without a smile. We told her that our event was
scheduled for December 3, 2011. Without looking at any
paperwork, calendar or file, the clerk stated, “We have no
openings for banners in the borough during that timeframe.”
Surprised by the quick response, Flynn and I requested that
she look through her reservation records to verify that the
timeframe we wanted was actually taken. The clerk thumbed
through a booklet and asked, “Weren’t you here last year?”

I responded saying, “Do you know who we are?”
The clerk appeared to catch herself in revealing her own
bigotry and commented, “I have no idea who you are or what
you want.”
Flynn and I knew that the reactions and the responses we
encountered from this clerk were based entirely on her
recognition of who we were and what we wanted. We pressed
forward and asked, “Who has reserved the street banner space
during the time period we wanted to use?”
The clerk hesitated in giving us the information saying that
she did not want us to “bother” the people who had been
given permission to hang banners during the timeframe we
wanted. Flynn demanded more information saying that she
knew of one particular event (Gilbert & Sullivan’s The
Sorcerer) that would be over days before FS would want to
display a Tree of Knowledge street banner.
The clerk reluctantly provided us with some information
after I reminded her that banners use public space and we
were not asking for anything particularly confidential. Even if
each of the organizations that reserved the three available
locations (on Gay Street, High Street and Market Street) took
full advantage of the maximum banner time allotted (14 days
prior to the event and 7 days after the event) several days
might be available for use by FS.
Purchasing a “Virtual Tree of Knowledge” banner would
help convey FS’s mission and purpose — as well as educating
the public about nontheism. The cost of such a banner
(including installation) would be around $1,000.
A carefully worded street banner can be used year after
year in various locations and as a holiday parade sign. Please
donate to this effort to display a street banner that would
advertise a virtual Tree of Knowledge located through a link
on the FS website. The link reveals a list of recommended
books, photos, related history and display guidelines.


Yes! I want to donate to the Freethought Society’s “2011 Holiday Street Banner” campaign. Enclosed is my taxdeductible donation in the amount of $__________.
Donate at the FS website or print and mail form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________Email: __________________________________________

Lunching with a Pastor
by Vic Wang
Lunch Number One
I am going to call the pastor who wanted to have lunch with
me “Sam.” I didn’t know much about him when a mutual
friend connected the two of us, but I soon learned that Sam
holds a rather high ranking position at a religious university.
He has a PhD in theology, and his beliefs are consistent with
evangelical fundamentalism, which means that Sam is a
believer in Biblical inerrancy and a literal interpretation of
the Bible.
During our first lunch we spent almost all our time talking
about the historicity of the Bible. I started off by talking
about how I have often been surprised by how so many of the
major events of the Bible — and not just those of a purely
“miraculous” nature — are completely unsupported by,
inconsistent with, or even directly contradicted by the
physical evidence and historical record.
I pointed to the events of the Old Testament, and
contended that there is virtually no evidence whatsoever that
many of the major (in some cases cataclysmic) events
described had ever occurred. For example: the enslavement
of millions of Israelites in Egypt; the plagues of Egypt; the
exodus of millions of Israelites and their encampment in the
desert for 40 years; and the conquests of Canaanite cities
which — according to the Bible — resulted in a massive
slaughter of the population, yet somehow left no signs of
having been involved in warfare at all.
I also mentioned the lack of historical evidence for the
New Testament. For instance there are no contemporaneous
accounts or archaeological evidence for Jesus’ existence or
any of the events of his life. I told Sam that there is only one
historical reference to Jesus in the entire first century
(Josephus) and even that reference is highly questionable if
not fabricated entirely. The New Testament itself wasn’t
written until many years after Jesus’ death. Numerous
historians of the period documented the events of the region,
in some cases in the very same cities in which Jesus
supposedly performed his miracles, yet these historians made
no mention of holy miracles and never even mention Jesus at
all.
Sam listened intently and even showed agreement
numerous times as I spoke, and when he responded, he had
explanations/rationalizations which were clearly well-crafted
and well-rehearsed. Sam primarily pointed to the limitations
of history/archaeology, and contended that the evidence once
existed, but had been largely (if not entirely) suppressed or
destroyed. He also added that he had faith that someday, such
historical evidence will surface.
As much as he seemed to be in obvious denial about the
legitimacy of the historical record, he was at least honest
enough to admit that the historical and archaeological
evidence is virtually nonexistent for the Bible at this time —
outside of the Bible itself.

We then talked about the origins of Christianity. Sam
expressed his view that the circumstances surrounding the
rise of Christianity are, in and of themselves, evidence for the
legitimacy of Christianity. This is essentially the same
position laid out in James Patrick Holding’s The Impossible
Faith, and rebutted by Richard Carrier in Not the
Impossible Faith.
One of Sam’s core premises was the idea that the
Christian movement could not have originated without
firsthand witnesses to the resurrection. When I responded
with examples of events throughout history where mundane
events became “supernatural” or “otherworldly” over time
(Roswell, the Indian rope trick, etc.), Sam remained unfazed.
However, when I brought up the issue of the earliest writings
of the New Testament containing little, if any, mention of a
“physical/bodily” resurrection of Jesus, Sam appeared to
have difficulty.
I told Sam that in the Apostle Paul’s writings, which are
considered the earliest writings of the New Testament,
nothing is mentioned about where, when, or how the
crucifixion and resurrection occurred. Paul never provides
any details of Jesus’ life whatsoever. I mentioned that the
specific Greek word Paul used in his earliest writings wasn’t
even “resurrection” per-se. Paul simply refers to Jesus
“rising” in a way that one’s soul can spiritually “rise” (e.g. to
heaven). I mentioned how in Paul’s earliest reference to Jesus
“appearing” after the crucifixion, Paul chose to use a word
which can refer to spiritual, non-physical visions as well as
physical appearances.
I also mentioned how the original Book of Mark — the
earliest-written of the gospels, and the first supposed
eyewitness accounts of the New Testament — ended with no
account of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances. Those postresurrection appearances were added by scribes much later.
He seemed to initially misunderstand my point because he
opened his Bible and flipped to John (the last of the gospels)
in order to find references to the resurrection being “bodily.”
When I clarified that I was specifically referring to the
writings of Paul and Mark, Sam paused for a moment. He
then found a passage in which Paul talks about the
resurrection of the dead. Sam quoted a passage in which Paul
compares Jesus to a seed planted in the ground. These
passages, according to Sam, “clearly meant Paul was
referring to a physical resurrection.” Interestingly, Sam’s
tone when saying all this fell well short of conviction.
Sam then talked briefly about Gnostic and Docetic
influences in the thinking of the time period, and how they
emphasized the spiritual over the physical. Sam suggested
that this may have influenced the early resurrection accounts
and led to Paul writing about the resurrection in the way that
he did.
Almost all of Sam’s commentary to this point had been
prompt and confident, but on the subject of the resurrection
his demeanor was different, almost struggling. It seems
almost inconceivable to me, but it appeared that Sam had
never even heard of the idea that Paul’s earliest writings
referred to a “spiritual” resurrection.

As a side note, Sam did make an offhand remark which I
found interesting, since it showed a more nuanced
characterization of “atheists” than I’m use to seeing from
Christians (or people in general). He described Paul’s
conversion from Christian persecutor to proselytizer as being
akin to Louis Farrakhan or Dr. Richard Dawkins
converting to Christianity. However Sam quickly caught
himself and said, “Actually the Dr. Dawkins’ comparison is
probably a bad one; since Dr. Dawkins is an atheist he
wouldn’t be coming from an existing faith background. The
Farrakhan comparison would be more accurate.”
What I found interesting about this was Sam’s implicit
acknowledgement that atheists are not necessarily antiChristian; atheists simply do not believe in Christianity, or in
any gods. Sam realized immediately that the Paul comparison
breaks down for that very reason. Ironically, the Dr. Dawkins
comparison probably was a good one, since Dr. Dawkins
himself could certainly be characterized as being antiChristianity. But the assumptions that atheists are, by
definition, “anti-Christianity”, “anti-religion”, or “anti-God”
is false. Sam quickly realized this without requiring any
prompting on my part.
All in all I’m not sure that either of us learned anything
truly “new” from our first lunch conversation, but it was
certainly a worthwhile experience and we made plans to meet
again. This was the first time I’ve personally engaged in
direct conversation with a current member of the clergy. The
lunch with Sam was a valuable experience, and Sam seemed
to be a pleasant and nice person.
Lunch Number Two
I was hoping that my second lunch with Sam would include
discussions of a more theological nature, but we started by
revisiting some of the topics we talked about the first time,
and (for reasons that I’ll elaborate on later) before we knew
it our time was up.
Sam started our lunch meeting by discussing passages
from the apostle Paul’s writings. Sam believed that the
passages supported his point from our previous lunch
conversation (i.e. that Paul wrote of a physical, bodily
resurrection of Jesus). However, after looking over the
passages, I pointed out that they did not appear to be
referring to the resurrection of Jesus, but rather to the notion
that believers in Christ would be given new physical bodies
with which to ascend to heaven after death — a concept that
appears throughout the Bible in both Paul’s writings and
elsewhere.
Sam conceded this point, but said that only by appealing
to the physical resurrection of Jesus could Paul make this
claim that believers in him will be physically resurrected. I
didn’t want to belabor the point so I moved on to the next
topic. I didn’t raise the point which some have proposed, that
the concept of a spiritual Jesus being resurrected spiritually
would actually be perfectly compatible with the idea of
physical believers being resurrected physically.
On the subject of Paul, I also brought up the idea that,

rather than his conversion being so improbable as to
constitute de facto evidence of the miraculous, Paul’s own
writings seem to suggest that he may have been precisely the
type of person who might find the promises of Jesus’
teachings enticing.
I told Sam that Paul’s own words describe a person who
was wracked with guilt as a result of an uncontrollable sin,
apparently of a sexual nature. Paul appears to be someone
who is unable to prevent himself from doing what he “hates”
no matter how much he tries to stop. Thus Paul, in his own
words, characterizes himself as someone who is beyond
redemption under Judaic law… yet could potentially achieve
forgiveness and salvation through (and perhaps only through)
his belief in Jesus Christ.
Sam’s take on this surprised me. He suggested that
perhaps Paul’s overwhelming guilt and self-loathing did not
appear until after his conversion (obviously not the most
ringing endorsement of Christianity!), and therefore that
those personality characteristics could not be used to explain
Paul’s motives for conversion.
To support this concept, Sam cited Philippians 3:3-3:6 in
which Paul seems to describe himself, pre-conversion, as
“blameless” with regard to “righteousness under the law.” I
pointed out, however, that this theory would require one to
assume that Paul’s sinful behaviors started after his
conversion, not just his guilt; after all, what sexual behaviors
would have been so sinful to a follower of Jesus, but not to a
devout Jew? And why would converting to Christianity from
Judaism suddenly trigger uncontrollable impulses of sinful
sexual behavior that didn’t exist before?
Sam then suggested the possibility that Paul was not a
very devout Jew with regard to obeying the Jewish law, and
did not necessarily feel guilty about violating it, whereas
perhaps after becoming a Christian he became far more
aware of the sinful nature of his activities (this explanation
ignores the fact that Paul was a Pharisee, and is also directly
contradicted, as I would later discover, by Paul’s own
description of his former-self in Galatians 1:13-1:14).
On a side note, it’s worth mentioning that John Shelby
Spong, Scott Bidstrup and others have written eloquently on
the subject of Paul’s recurring sin. These writers have even
gone a step further and drawn the conclusion that Paul was
most likely a severely repressed gay man, which incidentally,
happens to be one of the very accusations that Paul’s
opponents within the early Christian movement levied
against him (see The Bible Against Itself by Randall Helms).
One of the more notable moments of our conversation
came after I explained why I placed so much emphasis on
third-party attestation of supposed Biblical events from
sources other than the Bible. I talked about the importance of
having multiple unrelated sources which are (unlike the
Bible) not ideologically aligned and not dedicated towards
advocating a specific worldview, yet still have enough
consistency in their accounts that they point to the truth of a
particular conclusion.
I also talked about how powerful and convincing it is
when you have multiple sources within a particular discipline

(such as history) pointing in the same direction, or — better
yet — when
entirely different fields of scholarship
independently converge towards a consistent conclusion.
I gave the example of the supposed 400-year enslavement
of the Israelites, by the Egyptians, and how not only do the
fields of archaeology and history strongly and independently
suggest this never happened (certainly not remotely on the
scale claimed in the Bible), but even within the field of
linguistics the study of the Hebrew and Egyptian languages
shows virtually no crossover whatsoever, which would have
been unavoidable had there truly been that degree of
intermingling of that many people from the two cultures for
that length of time.
Sam did not dispute this, but he raised the point that
anyone who witnessed the miracles of Jesus firsthand would
have inevitably become Christian, and this scenario would
thereby disqualify them from being considered impartial,
third party sources. Perhaps, but I pointed out that in stories
like the Book of Joshua where the sun was said to stand still
for an entire day, not a single member of any civilization in
the world recorded any such event in their surviving historical
records — a phenomenon that would be almost as miraculous
as the miraculous event itself.
At this point — and remember that Sam has made clear
that he believes in absolute inerrancy of the original scriptures
and literal interpretation of everything in them other than
clear-cut metaphors, Sam said, “That’s where you have to
wonder if it happened exactly like the Bible says.”
I was so surprised by this concession that I really didn’t
know what to make of it at first. I did, however, share
something I had heard about that particular Bible story, and
how it provides a perfect example of how a mundane event
can become “miraculous” as the story grows through retellings over time.
I mentioned how I had read that it was a common tradition
in ancient times for soldiers on both sides to stop fighting
when the sun went down; they would literally stop right in the
middle of battle, return to camp, and then wait until the
following morning before resuming the fight. However if one
side had a decided advantage and couldn’t afford to stop and
let the enemy recover, the commander could say to his troops,
“The sun is standing still.” In other words, “Don’t stop;
continue fighting as if the sun is standing still.” Obviously it’s
not hard to imagine how such an event could become “God
made the sun stand still” after repeated retellings over time.
I then added that I’m not quite sure whether this helps or
hurts the Bible; on one hand it suggests that there may have
been a kernel of historical truth to the story around which the
legend grew over time, but on the other hand it provides a
pretty strong indication that whatever may have happened, it
clearly did not happen as the Bible literally describes.
I was hoping Sam would step in and offer his take on this
one way or the other, but he just nodded in agreement so we
moved on.
I mentioned at the beginning that we didn’t have enough
time to cover any truly “new” subject matter this time around.
One reason was simply that I had to get back to work earlier

than last time. However, I also got the distinct impression, at
several points during our conversation, that it almost seemed
like Sam was trying to “fill time,” by either talking about nonBiblical topics, reading from specific Bible passages for
extended periods of time — or by talking about various
aspects of Christianity only loosely related to the subjects
being discussed; in a way that seemed as if it was directly
pulled from a sermon. This stood in stark contrast with our
prior visit, when he did none of this.
I wasn’t sure what to make of Sam’s sermonizing since he
clearly held his own on every subject we discussed and did
not show any signs that he wasn’t interested in being there. It
seemed that we were both much more comfortable talking
with each other this time around, and he certainly had some
good points to share, even if I didn’t necessarily agree that
they were valid or sufficient to justify his position.
I should also mention that Sam was kind enough to give
me a book called The Stones Cry Out by Randall Price. The
book is about Biblical archaeology from a Christian
perspective. In my experience, such “evidence” typically
consist of tangential details regarding actual Biblical stories
highlighting people, places, or things that may have existed.
This doesn’t prove that the actual stories occurred any more
than future archaeological evidence of “New York City” will
prove that the stories of Spiderman occurred. I will, however,
give the book a fair shake and see if it has anything new to
offer.
Perhaps my next lunch with Sam will be of interest to
readers of the Freethought Society News. Please watch for
another article in a future publication. I hope that my
recounting of these conversations will inspire others to reach
out to their religious friends and challenge long-held beliefs.
You never know when someone is ready to really listen. 

Pictured above is Vic Wang. He is a native Texan, Longhorn,
and Assistant Organizer of Houston Atheists, the “World's
Largest Atheist Community.” In his spare time he enjoys playing the guitar, listening to classical music, and taking care of
his two cats.

Freedom From Religion Foundation’s
Philadelphia Region Billboard Campaign
The March/April 2011 issue of The Freethought Society
News announced that the Freethought Society (FS) and the
Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) are in need of
funds to kick off an exciting “Come Out of the Closet” billboard campaign. If there are large donations earmarked for
this campaign, billboards can be placed in more than one location.
The faces of about six FS supporters will appear on a digital billboard which will be located on a prominent highway in
the Philadelphia area. Images and text will rotate. Leasing of
the digital billboard is costly, but the campaign is sure to be a
success. FFRF would like to have local members participate
and help pay for the costs. FFRF is hopeful that some FS supporters will want to do both!
A team of FS volunteers is needed to locate a good digital
billboard in the Philadelphia area that will accept our campaign. Once a board location is found, FS and FFRF will

work with the billboard artist directly.
FS is fortunate to have Carol Everhart Roper involved
in the project, as she is a professional photographer and will
be able to meet the required photographic standards. Roper
has volunteered to photograph billboard participants at no
charge. She will take high-resolution head & shoulders photos. Roper’s volunteer photography saves participants approximately $70 each.
A clever, insightful, humorous or profound 3-8 word statement will appear with the image of an FS supporter. A sample billboard featuring FS secretary Glen Loev is printed below.
Please think of what your statement would be. Your image
and unique message could be featured on a billboard!
Please consider donating to this worthy project through
the FS website or by mail. For your convenience a donation
form is printed below.


Yes! I want to donate to the Freethought Society/Freedom From Religion Foundation’s “Come Out of the Closet”
billboard campaign. Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $__________.
Donate at the FS website or print and mail form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________Email: __________________________________________

The Freethought Society’s (FS)
2011-2012 Four-Month Activities Calendar
November 7

January 23

“Preachers who are not Believers” is a
study published by Dr. Daniel Dennett
and Linda LaScola. The Freethought
Society (FS) is pleased to host LaScola
as the Monday, November 7, 2011
speaker. Her talk will highlight the
findings of this small pilot study of five
Protestant preachers.
LaScola will discuss how the study
was conceived and executed. LaScola will include a
discussion of a continuing larger study which is currently in
progress and information about “The Clergy Project” (a
private, confidential website, supported by The Richard
Dawkins Foundation). Dan Barker (Freedom From Religion
Foundation Co-President) moderates the forum which provides an online meeting place for current and former nonbelieving clergy.
The presentation will take place at 7:00 PM in the
Montgomery Auditorium, located in basement of the Free
Library of Philadelphia (1901 Vine Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania).

On Monday, January 23, 2012,
Dr. Andrew Newberg will
present “God and the Brain.” His
presentation will discuss current
knowledge about brain processes
as they relate to religious and
spiritual phenomena. Topics will
include religious belief systems,
the experience of God, and
practices such as prayer and
meditation. The implications of
this research for both science and
religion will also be presented.
The presentation will take place at 7:00 PM in the
Montgomery Auditorium, located in basement of the Free
Library of Philadelphia (1901 Vine Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania).
Dr. Newberg is the Director of Research at the Myrna
Brind Center of Integrative Medicine at Thomas Jefferson
University and Hospital in Philadelphia. He is also a Professor in the Departments of Emergency Medicine and Radiology at Thomas Jefferson University.

December 3
FS continues to demand the right to display a Tree of
Knowledge on the grounds of the Chester County Courthouse.
A 2011 display request will most likely be denied.
Therefore, supporters must be prepared to conduct a “Human
Tree of Knowledge” event/protest rally. The event/protest
rally will include the distribution of ornaments, and
participants will be asked to say a few words about how much
certain books mean to them. Please plan to participate on
Saturday, December 3, 2011 at the Chester County
Courthouse located at the corner of High and Market Streets
(2 North High Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania). The
event will start at 3:00 PM and will include speeches,
singing, photo opportunities and a press conference.
Please email FS to volunteer (volunteers@FtSociety.org)
for one of many tasks that needs to be done ahead of time
(new ornaments, press releases, media training, etc.).
Should the FS petition to include the Tree of Knowledge in
the 2011 display be approved, FS supporters will be notified
by email, or a notice will be posted on the FS website and
discussion group list. In that event, an actual tree will be
decorated.
A 5:30 PM “Dutch-Treat” post-event dinner will take
place at the Kildare’s Irish Pub located at 18 West Gay
Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania, 19380. The restaurant
is located just one block from the Chester County Courthouse.
For directions to the restaurant call (610) 431-0770.
To reserve dinner seats, please call the FS office at (610)
793-2737 by December 1, 2011.

February 21
FS’s “Dinner and a Movie” event
format is back by popular demand.
Please bring your own dinner to the
Norristown Library Community
Room on February 21, 2012 to
view Bondage and the Bible.
The address of the library is
1001 Powell Street, Norristown,
Pennsylvania. For information
about public transportation please
see the following website:
http://www.septa.org/stations/rail/norristown.html
The movie will start at 6:00 PM. Attendees are encouraged
to arrive between 5:30 and 5:45 PM to socialize and set up
their dinner tables. FS will provide bottled water, napkins and
paper plates.
Bondage and the Bible is a 60 minute independent film by
Eric Harmon. This film includes the critical analysis of the
Bible’s endorsement of slavery and examines the inconsistent
message in the New Testament which supports slavery and
inequality. View the trailer at:
www.filmbaby.com/films/3052
Please note that no alcoholic beverages are allowed on library
premises. Donations to offset related expenses are greatly
appreciated.

General Supporter
Donations
Charlotte Carney
Loren Corley
Sally Flynn
Robert Kay
Glen Loev
Linda Mahan
Marshall Martin
Alan Palmer
George J. Roewe
Leanore Vizer

More About FTH
$50
$50
$100
$100
$40
$50
$50
$50
$20
$10

Free Thinkers of Haiti
The Free Thinkers of Haiti (FTH) wrote to the Freethought
Society asking for financial assistance so they could be
recognized as an educational non-profit organization by the
government of Haiti. The application fee for this rating was
$352 in U. S. dollars.
FS is happy to report that the American Humanist
Association (AHA) immediately sent FTH the money they
needed. FS is loosely affiliated with AHA.

The goal of sending at least eight solar box cookers to the
Free Thinkers of Haiti (FTH) was achieved several months
ago. Each volunteer at FTH now has their own kit and they
have begun their campaign to teach villagers how to sterilize
water and cook food using solar energy. None of the FTH
members own a camera. They would like to send FS updates
and photos of this on-going project. A tax-deductible
donation earmarked for a camera purchase can be sent to FS
for processing. A digital camera donation would also be
welcomed.

Book Drive for the
Philippines Continues
A call for book donations to assist the Philippine Atheists and
Agnostics Society (PATAS) was highlighted in the May/June
2011 FS newsletter. This is a reminder to readers to send
book donations directly to Marissa Langseth at 73-34 196th
Place, Fresh Meadows, New York 11366. If you have any
questions about PATAS, contact Langseth at:
marissa@patas.com

Jump into the Jean Pool

Sole Searching

The Freethought Society (FS) is proud to announce a “Jeans
Only Clothing Drive.” Donate your gently worn jeans at an
FS event or monthly meeting. Jeans are too heavy to ship, so
an in-person donation is necessary. All donors will receive a
receipt for tax purposes.
When FS fills a large box
with donated jeans, the box
will be delivered to a homeless
shelter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This type of “Jean
Therapy” can benefit many
people who are in need of sturdy clothing. FS seeks all sizes
including jeans for children,
young adults and seniors.
Please do not donate stained,
ripped or torn jeans.
Please ask your family,
friends and neighbors to donate to this effort. The next
opportunity for a jean donation
is the January 23rd FS meeting
at the Philadelphia Free Library.
Local businesses can be
asked to participate in this collection. Let’s find merchants
who are willing to help. Please
contact FS to request a poster
that can be used to gather jeans from the public at large.

FS is pleased to announce another drive to benefit the homeless community. Donate your gently worn shoes at an FS
event or at a monthly meeting. All donations will be
acknowledged with a “thank you” and receipt that can be
used for tax deduction purposes.
Boxes filled with shoes will be delivered to a homeless
shelter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Please note that shoes
with high heels are not appropriate for donation. The more
sturdy the shoe, the better! Boots, work and sport shoes are
best. Please do not donate over-used and dirty shoes.
Thanks in advance for looking through your closet and
locating shoes that you no longer enjoy wearing. Consider
yourself sole-searching. There is no such thing as an out-ofstyle shoe in the homeless community. All flat-style shoes
can be of use and will be greatly appreciated.

Freethought Society Committee Reports
Anti-Discrimination Support Network (ADSN)
EllenBeth Wach is an activist for the separation of church and state. Earlier this year she challenged Polk County, Florida sheriff Grady Judd over the illegal transfer of taxpayer property to local churches. Sheriff Judd is an outspoken evangelical Christian. Wach discovered (through the use of the Freedom of Information Act) that sheriff Judd had illegally used his department's
credit card and other taxpayer resources for this purpose.
In retaliation, over a dozen of Judd's deputies, in SWAT tactical gear, descended on Wach's home. She was arrested on felony charges and jailed. Her home was searched and her personal items and documents were seized. The rationale for the action
was that Wach, a retired attorney, had used the letters "Esq." after her name on the Freedom of Information request letters. The
use of “Esq.” is considered an honorific used by both practicing and retired attorneys.
Among the items taken were the Freedom of Information documents Wach had obtained. The search included rummaging
through areas that had nothing to do with the practice of law! The search team even looked through her underwear drawer! The
search team held Wach’s employees at gunpoint as they searched through their cars and purses.
A few months later, Wach was dragged from her home, arrested and jailed. Her stay included a week of solitary confinement.
This arrest was a result of a trumped up felony charge based on a neighbor's alleged report that he had heard a sexual sound
coming from the Wach home. No citizen has ever been arrested, charged and convicted on any similar allegations. Wach has
been maliciously persecuted for standing up against sheriff Judd. This incident has been added to the ADSN database.


The Freethought Society (FS) is a chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF). FS strives to improve
society by promoting freedom of thought, freedom of expression and freedom from religious intrusion in public
affairs. FS also advocates for separation of religion and government. FS activities and services depend on the
financial contributions of supporters. Funds may be sent using this form or via the FS website (www.ftSociety.org).
All contributions to FS are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
( ) become a supporter of FS (includes email PDF newsletter): $30 individual supporter, $35 family supporter, $20
student. Please enclose checks payable to The Freethought Society.
( ) become an FS Star! by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through PayPal in the
amount of:
(circle one)
$5
$10
$15
$20
$____ (other) per month.
( ) join FFRF: $40 individual membership or $50 family membership. Please enclose checks payable to the
Freedom From Religion Foundation.
( ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name)________________________________________
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________Cell: ___________________________________________
( ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to be anonymous.
FS will email a complimentary newsletter to potential supporters. Please provide contact information for anyone who
might be interested in receiving an FS newsletter.
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Donate at the FS website or print and mail form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366-0242

