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The Freethought Society’s Counter to Philadelphia’s
“Pope Week”
by Margaret Downey
The Freethought Society (FS) was pleased to co-host a presentation by Annie Laurie
Gaylor with the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia (EHSP) on Thursday, September
24, 2015. The event took place at the spacious and beautiful auditorium of the EHSP
building located at 1906 South Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Gaylor is the co-founder and co-president of The Freedom From Religion Foundation
(FFRF), a 501(c)3 educational, legal and activist organization headquartered in Madison,
Wisconsin.
Gaylor’s speech, “Why Women Need Freedom From Religion,” was based on Gaylor’s
books Woe to Women: The Bible Tells Me So and Women Without Superstition: No Gods,
No Masters. The Gaylor presentation took place on Thursday, two days before the arrival of
Pope Francis to the city of Philadelphia. Road and bridge closures had not gone into effect.
However, the city was bustling with security preparations, the placement of port-a-potties,
fencing, and concrete barriers which began at 9:00 PM that night. Fortunately, we had not
scheduled the event for Friday, as the city was in lockdown by that time.
Sixty people attended and the audience was highly engaged in the subject matter. There
were many questions and commentaries after Gaylor’s presentation. Attendance was good
due to the high amount of press coverage leading up to the event. FS and EHSP were proud
to find that the Gaylor speech was the only open-to-the-public, free alternative activity to
all of the many Pope themed events taking place during “Pope Week.”
Gaylor’s photo appeared on the front page of the September 2, 2015 issue of The City
Suburban News, and her speech was highlighted on page 5 of the publication. On
September 18, 2015, the Philadelphia Gay News also wrote an announcement about the
speech.
The best pre-event coverage was published on September 9, 2015 by WHYY/National
Public Radio’s online publication, Newsworks. With permission, we are able to reprint the
entire article in this publication:
“Non-believers: Pope Francis is sorta cool, but the visit is a logistical nightmare”
by Brian Hickey
When Pope Francis arrives in Philadelphia later this month, officials expect more than a
million people to flock to Center City for, among other events, Sunday Mass on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway. To them, it’s a moment of celebrating religious faith. But what
about locals who don’t share that belief in a God? To them, it’s a mixed bag. They
acknowledge the merits of community brought about by religion, but also shake their heads
at the security and preparation hullabaloo that Mayor Michael Nutter and other officials
have started countering with a spin of once-in-a-lifetime positivity.
Common threads emerged across several interviews in which they spoke for
themselves (none purported to speak for their entire community), namely the fact that parts
of Pope Francis’ message merges nicely with their world views. Some vowed to ensure that
the city (and by extension, taxpayers) is fully reimbursed for dollars spent preparing, and
celebrating the occasion. While none said they planned on protesting during the week,
counter programming will be offered.
Those events include author Annie Laurie Gaylor’s “Why Women Need Freedom From
Religion” talk at the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia (1906 Rittenhouse Square)

the Thursday before Pope Francis arrives and the “Art For
Justice” exhibit at several churches throughout the
month.
They are also considering hosting an event on papal Mass
Sunday, but logistics might render that idea impossible.
Below are highlights from interviews with four area nonbelievers.
Margaret Downey, non-theist activist, former president of
Atheist Alliance International, founder/president of the
Freethought Society:

We have been hearing from our supporters that it is a
terrible inconvenience for the city to be shutting down streets
and to make such major differences in traffic flow and even
traffic patterns for the Catholic Church.
There seems to be a lot of pressure from the Catholic
community to protect the pope.
We look upon the city as trying very hard to provide a
safe atmosphere and to be welcoming to the pontiff, but we
wonder if the Queen of England or another head of state
would get the same treatment.
The Freethought Society is a watchdog organization. We
want to make sure that the bills that are incurred by the
government are reimbursed fully. We'll probably need to use
a Right to Know process, a Freedom of Information request,
but we will stand strong to make sure those bills are paid by
the responsible people and organizations.
I would like to see what the average costs are of hosting
President Barack Obama when he comes through, and
compare that to the Dalai Lama’s visit. We can gauge what
expenses were incurred hosting the Dalai Lama and his
followers compared to what’s being done for the Catholics.
We question whether the city should be so deeply
entangled with the Catholic religion because government
entities should remain secular in purpose. The government’s
primary principal effect should be that it neither advances nor
inhibits religion, but the government must also not foster an
excessive entanglement with religion.
We consider that a very defined separation of religion and
government. We would also call for justification of expenses
should we see our city turned into a place for a so-called
Mecca retreat.

We would demand proof that we have been reimbursed
fully as taxpayers, and the reason that's so important,
especially in Philadelphia, is we're suffering so with the
homeless community, the closures of libraries and government entities and especially our school system.
We are very concerned about the lack of improvement in
our educational departments. Teachers need to be paid more.
Schools need to be improved. Even the transportation system
in Philadelphia is lacking. We see money much more needed
in those fields than to be celebrating a religion.
We don’t want the Catholics to consider this over-the-top
example of greeting the Pope as an endorsement for
Catholicism. And we don’t want to make it appear that
Philadelphia is a Catholic city. It’s not. It’s diverse and it has
a wide variety of beliefs, including non-believers. Our voice
is sometimes silenced.
With all of the scandal and things disclosed recently in
the news about the Catholic Church, why would the head of
such an organization be treated as if the slate is clean? With
all of the abuse that took place with the hiding of priests, the
treatment of women, all of the abuses of the church in the
past, the slate cannot be wiped clean simply because there's a
dynamic leader now acting as Pope.
This Pope seems much more humble. I was very pleased
with most of his statements regarding global warming and
helping the poor. The problem that I foresee is that he is full
of talk but no action.
He will have to rely on the rest of the church to take the
actions necessary to improve the human condition. It needs to
begin with a few solid words like “use birth control” and
“respect women.” Those are the types of changes that must
be made in order for the church to become credible. And I
don't want to see the church become a cult of personality.
It is morally irresponsible not to address overpopulation
when you’re talking about global warming. It is a crucial part
of breaking the cycle. It's irresponsible to talk about helping
the poor without a discussion about how to control births
with the use of contraceptives. It's morally corrupt to talk
about equality and leave out marriage equality because the
church is against that.
There are a lot things I would like the Catholics to push
back on at the grassroots level: “OK, you're talking about
these problems. Now, give us some solutions.” If the church
doesn’t do it, the grassroots Catholics have to do it for
themselves.
They can let the pope know what they want. They can
filter these things to the pontiff through correspondence. The
fact that they’re all showing up as if they are followers would
lend credence to him being just a talker and not a doer.
What I would like to see is that not only do people ask
the hard questions but demand the right answers to improve
the human condition. Prayer is not going to work. Only
action is going to work to improve the human condition.
I think the visit will give people a lot of comfort in a
world that is unpredictable. People need a little bit of pablum
in their lives.
To me, it’s a crutch for the impending problems we’re
going to have if society doesn’t take action. But, it’s a
temporary fix. It's a temporary feeling. It’s a temporary high.
If people need that, I suppose they’re going to find that.
It’s just like going to a rock concert. You get into a world
of great music, great times, friends. There’s this great high of

being in a place and the place makes you feel good, but then
you come back to reality. You go back to work. You have
your family, and your problems, traffic and everything else.
So, it’s like going to a carnival. OK, we're going to go
have some fun, escape from the real world and here’s some
platitudes that are going to make us feel good. Platitudes
don't solve problems.
When we first heard of the visit, the Freethought Society
thought, “Hey, why don’t we try to get an audience with the
Pope? It'd be really wonderful if we could have a meeting:
atheists and a pope.” I had wanted to do that. I thought it was
a great idea.
My goal would be to find common ground to sit in front
of the pope and say, “Here are our concerns. I know you
have the same concerns. How can we help each other meet
that end, solve the problems, create an atmosphere of
acceptance, tolerance, friendship, common ground, a vision
and a goal that suits the purpose of improving the human
condition?”
But, I would’'t have that much time with him, so I
scratched the idea of sending that letter to Archbishop
Charles Chaput knowing that was an impossibility.
In my wildest dreams, that would be a wonderful
experience because I want the Pope, I want the entire
Catholic church, to know that atheists are just decent people
who want a better world, who want families and love in their
lives, and friendship, and tolerance, and understanding the
same as everyone else. We are not what we're painted to be.
I would like the church to treat women better, both inside
the church and out. The Bible teaches certain things about
how women should be treated, even as chattel.
This is why it’s so important why we're hosting this
alternative to pope week, and bringing in a very famous
author, Annie Laurie Gaylor, who will be talking about why
women need freedom from religion.
The event takes place September 24th at 7:00 PM. Annie
Laurie Gaylor will talk about different Bible verses. When
you look at the Bible, you see so many passages that demean
women and instruct women to submit, to be subservient, that
they're unclean.
When the Pope says Mass and represents the Bible, does
he represent those things, and endorse those things?
If he’s truly a kind human being, he wouldn’t. He would
be outspoken against mistreatment of women. And if he
doesn’t, then women should be leaving the church in droves,
seeking respect, seeking equality, seeking a position of
authority, which is well deserved.
Women need pride in their lives, and I don’t think the
Pope can represent that when he's standing there exalting the
Bible and the Catholic church. It's just not ethical.
In 1844, when there was discussion about bringing bibles
into public schools, there was a huge riot in Philadelphia. It
was a fight over whether they should use the King James
version.
An all-Protestant school board mandated the daily
reading of the King James Bible and the Catholics got up in
arms. Twenty people were killed. There was a huge riot with
businesses and homes being burned down and shootings. It
was just an amazing civil disobedience over which bible to
use.
So, let’s not forget our history in Philadelphia when we
cater too much to one religion.

Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia:

Our community represents all different flavors of
humanism and atheism. Recently, there has been a lot more
emphasis on working together.
We are non-theist. The Ethical Society focuses not on
belief, but how you lead your life. We don't entertain
supernatural beliefs.
Most members are atheist. I’m atheist. The Ethical
Society stands firmly with the atheist community in
protecting freethought rights. Culture excludes and
discriminates against atheists. So many issues we’re fighting
with them, saying “I’m atheist, I’m proud and I’m not going
anywhere.”
I’m looking at Pope Francis’ visit for what is it within a
Catholic church that is moving in a positive direction.
There's so much Catholic construct that I could spend a
lot of time opposing: How they treat women, for instance.
When it comes to the hero worship of the Pope, we all
want heroes. Whether it’s a Pope or a rock star, we tend to
put people on pedestals. But from our perspective, everybody
has got to step up to the plate and make the world a better
place. If we put people on pedestals, we're waiting for them
to do it.
Pope Francis has star power, but he places it back on
those who adore him. It is up to you to make the world a
better place. We're all for that. We’re not about making
individuals into gods. We’re about the response of everyone
to heal a broken world. There’s a lot that Pope Francis is
doing in that regard.
When it comes to criminal-justice reform, realize that
these are human beings who are in jail. The system
dehumanizes them, and, because of that, you see increased
recidivism. We're looking at how to treat families of those
who are incarcerated in humane ways. We want to try to
welcome back returning citizens looking for ways to survive,
but we've made it virtually impossible.
When the Pope comes out talking about the people of
color we throw behind bars, we’re trying to publicize that. In
fact, there's an Art For Justice event with a poster that
commemorates this issue all of September.
Our leader emeritus, Richard Kiniry, will give a talk
called “Francis the good guy, but how about the good?” It’s

scheduled for September 27, but we're reconsidering that
date because of logistical concerns.
Regarding the security measures surrounding the visit, I
have a very different reaction. As the leader of the Ethical
Society, I live in Washington D.C. and travel to Philly and
Baltimore. In D.C., we're constantly in this security state
mode.
I want to know whether the words of Pope Francis will
be translated into actual policy changes. I have hope that it
will. If he gets people to begin to think about ties between
capitals, if they begin to see there's something fundamentally
wrong with our system, that would be a good thing, a way to
build energy behind bringing about change.
Here’s the difficult part: If people are looking for the
Pope to change the world, it’s not going to be much different
on Monday morning when he leaves.
If people are more open to the inherent worth of every
human being on the planet, and that awareness is deep
enough that they change how they love and demand laws that
are humane, without being idealistic, realizing what we’re
doing to primarily poor people is inhumane, the visit would
be a success.
On our relationship to the planet, he’s right on the
money. We cannot treat the planet as a commodity. If the
visit brings about the realization that this is a problem we are
in together, then the hero worship doesn't worry me.
It would be so easy that Monday to go right back to
routine and nothing changes. That's what worries me. It
could be a significant factor, but a lot of things are going to
have to change.
Take the Presidential election: We're not focused on
matters of consequence; we’re focused on celebrity and
outrageousness. We need to worry about how to feed people
and the school system. It's atrocious how we're treating our
children.
An ethical commitment is what we need. We're going to
have to involve free thinkers and every denomination.
Hopefully, it’ll work, but it will take a lot.
Staks Rosch, Coordinator, of the Philadelphia Coalition of
Reason:

I’ve talked to a bunch of fellow atheists about this. Most
are annoyed that it shuts down the city more than anything

else. I think that's across the board, not just atheists, but
across the city.
Even in the suburbs, people are worried about how
they'll get to work in the ‘burbs and vice versa. That's a big
deal. That's with any head of state, I guess, so take that for
what it’s worth.
One of the big concerns a lot of people had is the
separation of church and state issues. Last time the Pope was
in town, that was a huge issue.
This time, it seems to be less of an issue because the
group sponsoring the Pope claims that they’re going to
handle all the bills, so the taxpayers won’t actually be paying
for anything, allegedly. People were concerned that that
would’t happen. I think that it probably will happen, but we
need to have an independent accounting of how much it has
costs the city and whether or not the group actually paid the
bills.
A lot of people like this Pope. He’s definitely more
positive than the last pope, and there are a lot of issues we
can work on with this Pope. We still have our disagreements,
of course, and there are numerous ones, but for the most part,
people like this Pope.
He’s been very vocal about climate change, which is a
big issue within a lot of the atheist communities. Poverty.
Wealth inequality. We like those issues when he brings them
up. We love that he’s been more vocal about evolution.
But, the Vatican still has a long way to go into the 21st
Century from my perspective. The issues of the child-sex
scandal. I don't think the Pope has done enough to deal with
that.
The issue of comprehensive sex education, the Vatican is
pretty behind on that. The pro-life camp. They still are not
that big on the birth-control issue. He’s less vocal on it,
which is good, but he could alleviate a lot of suffering if he
went to Africa, areas with high sexually transmitted disease
rates and talked about how condom use is important.
There are a lot of issues like that, but he’s definitely
much better than the last one.
When the president comes to town, we’ve not had this
much of a shutdown of the city, so it’s definitely a bigger
deal.
A few of the leaders did discuss whether we were going
to have protests or events. None of the groups were all that
interested in doing so. It was a matter of both logistics and
that we don’t feel the need to protest the Pope at this time.
Sure, there are issues of disagreement, but he is free to
hold his opinions. We would want to work with him on
issues of overlapping interest. Of course, we would love a
discussion where we could talk about issues we disagree on,
too: birth control; LGBTQ issues even though he hasn’t
emphasized them; viewing being gay as a sin, and we object
to that.
When it comes to Africa, if he told them condoms are
OK, sex education could save millions of lives.
Of course, it would be great if he handed over
information pertaining to child sex offenders within the
Vatican. He is better than the previous Pope, but there’s still
room for improvement. He’s speaking out in favor of some
of the things we agree with, but not pushing things we're
very much against. No human being is a perfect human
being. We don’t feel anyone should be worshipped. There are

people atheists admire, like Richard Dawkins, and even
within the atheist community, we've held him to task. We’re
critical of those we admire.
Nobody is perfect and that's fine. We just don’t think
people should be worshipped as gods.
Paul Moffett, secular humanist:

At one point, I described myself as a militant atheist but
in my evolution, I’ve changed that. I'm much more of a
secular humanist, much more of a live-and-let live type of
person than I was. I totally understand where militant atheism
is coming from and how they see the world as more black
and white and religion as being evil. I understand that. But
I’ve moved away from that.
For me, it was more about the exploration and looking
for that spirituality. Eventually, it came down to this: I just
had to be honest with myself and say I’m not an agnostic; I’m
actually an atheist. I don’t wonder anymore. I now know with
incredible certainty that there is absolutely no God.
I don’t hold it against anybody else if they do have that
capacity for finding a God. More power to them because the
community it brings obviously can be very great, to be able
to go to a place and have that community to fall back upon,
who have shared beliefs, that all sounds great to me. But I’m
not a hypocrite, and I never could be one.
I feel like there are a lot of people out there who are
religious but who probably are atheists, or at least severe
agnostics and still go to church mainly for the community
aspect of it. I think that is interesting, but I’m not going to
call anybody out on that. When you’re sitting around talking
to people about what they really believe in and what they
don’t, sometimes it can be more enlightening to think that
they’re into it more for the social aspect of it than the
religious.
My brother doesn’t believe in a personal God, but he
does believe that there's an energy which connects us all. I
can understand where he's coming from but at the same time,
I’ve gone a step further: We are all the universe. We are the
stuff stars are made of, but that doesn’t mean it's a God. That
just means it's energy. If you want to put a label on that as
God, then, sure, but it doesn’t work for me. I find it much
more magical, enlightening, hopeful that we are actually the
universe observing itself.

All the atoms that we are came from the inside of stars.
The universe at the beginning, there was just hydrogen and
helium and now all these extra elements that make us up.
We literally came from the depths of stars, and we awoke,
have consciousness and can look at ourselves in the universe
and contemplate ourselves. We are the universe contemplating itself.
To me, that seems very magical and making the choice to
be good, and do the best that you can for every human out
there because it’s the right thing to do, not because you’re
going to be punished with eternal damnation, that’s a greater
calling, a greater thing to be doing.
To be good for its own right: That in a nutshell is what
secular humanism is, a moral foundation on what's right and
wrong.
If someone is not killing someone else, if someone is not
raping someone else, because God might damn them, that
doesn't necessarily seem like someone I necessarily want to
be friends with. I’d rather be friends with someone who
thinks, “Well, that’s bad. I’d much rather be good and do
everything I possibly can for people not because of a God,
but because that’s the right thing to do.”
I think the Pope’s visit is great for Philadelphia. We are
the “City of Brotherly Love.” We have a ton of Italians, a ton
of Greeks, a ton of people who are Catholic in this city. And,
he is someone who is still very much Catholic, but
surprisingly moderate.
Best thing about Christianity is the Sermon on the Mount
and what Jesus said about love. I think a lot of Christians get
caught up in all these other things that are extraneous to the
core message of love.
It seems like the pope is interested in taking care of the
poor, those who are the least among us, and really focusing
his message on that. I can totally get behind that because, as a
secular humanist, that's exactly what I think we should be
doing.
He’s a socialist, a Democratic socialist. He doesn’t
necessarily believe in capitalism as an end-all be-all of
goodness in and of itself.
I like the focus of his message. He could be focusing
much more on a Catholic-past thing: The main issue we're
going to talk about is only birth control. Or, the only thing
we’re going to talk about is how homosexuality is bad.
Instead, he said “Who am I to judge?” That, to me, is great.
Who am I to judge if you're Catholic or if you're Christian or
whatever, you know?
As far as Philadelphia having to spend money and
whatnot to bring him in, I think it’s a spotlight that can only
do us good nationally and internationally to see the pope here
and see how great Philadelphia is.
We’re on the verge. We finally turned the corner of
keeping graduates in. There used to be a brain drain; now,
we're starting to keep them.
I moved here in 2001 and have seen the city turn around.
Northern Liberties and everything, it's just a much more hip
place to be. It’s much more affordable, much nicer than New
York City and the other places you could go to.
Having the Pope here will only focus more attention on
what great strides Philadelphia has made.
I understand where [the militants] are coming from with
the “We’re spending a lot of money to trump up something
that’s a fallacy.” I don’t look at it that way.

I look at it from the opposite perspective: We’re spending
all this money to let everyone celebrate life and to bring
someone into town who wants to stand up for the poorest in
society.
Now, whether or not I agree with him on his other stances
and the church’s long historical campaign against certain
issues is neither here nor there.
p

Annie Laurie Gaylor is pictured below holding the fullpage Freedom From Religion Foundation anti-Pope ad that
appeared in The Philadelphia Inquirer and in the USA
TODAY on the day she spoke in Philadelphia. A similar
full-page ad appeared in The Washington Post on the day
Pope Francis addressed the United States Congress.

Pictured above left are (Left to right) Gaylor, Glen Loev (Vice-President of the Freethought Society), Al Palmer (Life
Member of the Freedom From Religion Foundation and The Freethought Society), Margaret Downey (Founder and
President of the Freethought Society), Tom Schottmiller (Freethought Society Supporter), and Hugh Taft-Morales (Leader
at the Ethical Humanist Society of Philadelphia). The group took Gaylor to dinner before her speech.
The group photo below was taken shortly after Gaylor’s speech was over. There are too many people in the photograph to
identify everyone.

No, the Founders Would Not Have Put Faith Before Civil Law!
by Thomas Verenna
When asked about the situation involving Kim Davis (the
Tennessee clerk who refused to issue marriage licenses in
protest of the Supreme Court ruling confirming the
constitutionality of same-gender marriages), David Barton
(an American evangelical Christian conservative political
activist and author), claimed that “the Founding Fathers made
it real clear that the laws of God are higher than the laws of
man.” This perspective was then latched on to by at least
three Republican presidential hopefuls.
According to The Washington Post, two of the Republican
presidential candidates who have supported Davis, Rick
Santorum and Mike Huckabee, put their names to a pledge
indicating that they would not “respect an unjust law that
directly conflicts with higher law.”
Huckabee is also on record saying, “I will not acquiesce
to an imperial court any more than our Founders acquiesced
to an imperial British monarch.”
Ted Cruz summarized the situation as he saw it as
“judicial lawlessness” and “tyranny.” He incorrectly noted,
“Today, for the first time ever, the government arrested a
Christian woman for living according to her faith...This is not
America.” Cruz also concluded, “Stop the persecution now.”
It is surprising that Cruz
never heard of Mary Dyer,
the Quaker who was jailed
(and subsequently hanged)
in Boston by Puritans for
living in accordance with
her faith.
Two other Quaker women, Ann Austin and Mary
Fisher, were also imprisoned by Puritans over their socalled “heretical” Christian
beliefs.
The historical facts are
that one religious sect didn’t
like the other religious sect,
so they established a law
granting the brutal persecution of the other sect.
Others have already
dealt with the absurd belief that Davis is being persecuted.
But that leaves another question: What would the Founding
Fathers do? Would they actually hold Davis’s sectarian beliefs
above civil law? Well, we need only to look at the historical
record to find the answer.
At the time of the Revolution, large communities of
Quakers and Moravians (mainly pacifists) escaping
religious persecution in England and Germany, respectively,
settled in Pennsylvania, a colony established upon the tenet of
religious freedom. There were no laws subjugating Quakers
as there had been in New England in the 17th Century and,
unlike its neighboring colonies, Pennsylvania did not have a
militia law. Thus none of the peaceful settlers would be
forced to bear arms against their religious principles.
Similarly, Pennsylvania’s religious freedom meant that no
Quaker, Moravian or Mennonite would be forced to take an

oath, as oath-taking was strictly forbidden by the laws of their
religion.
In 1777, however, that would change. Pennsylvania’s new
constitutional government passed two ordinances: the Test
Act (requiring everyone in the state to take an oath of
allegiance) and the Militia Act (a militia draft — service was
compulsory). Bishop John Ettwein, spiritual leader of the
Moravian community in Bethlehem, called the Test Act “the
most absurd, tyrannical & wicked Law that ever was passed
in a free County.”
While many found ways to help the patriots, the
Moravians and Quakers nevertheless refused to compromise
their religious laws for civil laws and as a result they found
themselves targeted by a needful patriot government and by
their neighboring communities.
Moravian diary records from Lebanon, Pennsylvania
indicate that on June 30, 1777, two Moravians were killed for
not taking the oath under the Test Act. In August of 1777, the
Moravian church in Lebanon was impressed for use to house
Hessian prisoners. Moravian leaders pleaded with local
officials to find a public building more suitable, but the
patriot officials would not listen. Those members of the
Moravian congregation who refused to turn out for their
militia draft under the Militia Act were fined heavily. Those
who refused to bear arms (whatever they had to defend
against American Indian raiding parties) against Great Britain
were deemed “disaffected” and their weapons were taken
from them.
Contrary to what Cruz believes happened in American
history, Moravians were constantly being harassed and
thrown in jail. In one instance, as the single brethren of Lititz
sat down to a meal, a band of local militia arrived, armed, and
one of them promptly read a group of names off a list — all
of whom were taken under guard. Fourteen Moravian men in
all were forcefully removed from their table, their families,
and their homes. These men were eventually marched to
Lancaster, through a shouting crowd of people — Christians
of other denominations — and were brought to the local
meeting house where they remained, without reason, and
given little food; they would not be released for two days.
While this treatment is loathsome, it paled in comparison
to the persecution of the Quakers. In October of 1777,
General George Washington gave signed warrants to General
David Foreman to collect “Blankets, Shoes, Stockings &
other Articles of Cloathing [sic].” He urged Foreman to start
with Quakers and “disaffected” inhabitants. Washington
would reaffirm his order a month later that in impressing
private items, “the unfreindly [sic] Quakers and others
Notoriously disaffected to the Cause of American Liberty do
not escape your Vigilance.”
On March 20, 1778, during the height of the British
occupation of Philadelphia, Washington ordered that General
John Lacey — the officer in charge of the Pennsylvania
militia — should “by all means endeavour [sic] to interrupt”
the Quakers attempting to enter the city of Philadelphia to
attend their annual meeting. The subtlety of Washington’s
request was not lost on Lacey; he would write back the next
day that his light horse (militia on horseback) was ordered to

kill any Quaker found going toward Philadelphia and to
leave their corpses along the road as a warning to others.
Yes, the man who would become our first president was
perfectly fine allowing his subordinates to slaughter people
who refused to adhere to civil law, even if it was in violation
of their religious liberties.
What is interesting about these accounts is that they
represent actual cases of religious persecution. And the
impetus behind these acts is simple: your right to your
religion does not extend beyond the limits of civil law. If the
state requires your cooperation, they will get it or else.
When it comes to religion, we are reminded of Thomas
Jefferson’s words in 1776: “that no pre-eminence may be
allowed to any one Religious sect over another,” and that
“giving peculiar privileges to…its ministers…& levying for
the support thereof…ought to be repealed.”
We have, in our Constitution, no mention of God, the
Bible, or Jesus. It’s a purely secular document that forms a
separation of church from the state. The Founders supported
this separation; in James Madison’s original draft he wrote
that “The civil rights of none shall be abridged on account of
religious belief or worship, nor shall any national religion be
established.”
In 1799, Jefferson would defend this principle; “I am for
freedom of religion, & against…a legal ascendancy of one
sect over another.”
In his famous letter to the Danbury Baptists in 1802,
Jefferson noted, “I contemplate…that act of the…American
people which declared that their legislature should ‘make no
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof,’ thus,” he concluded, “building a
wall of separation between Church & State.”
This is something that these candidates, and Davis in
particular, do not seem to understand. In Cruz’s same letter
of support for Davis, he argued “we are a country founded
on Judeo-Christian values.”
But the Founders stated the exact opposite in Article 11
of the Treaty of Tripoli, where one finds that “the
Government of the United States of America is not, in any
sense, founded on the Christian religion.”
This treaty was drafted in 1796 — not yet a decade after
the ratification of the Constitution — and sent to the Senate
floor where it was read aloud and unanimously agreed upon
by all, signed by John Adams, and published in newspapers
across the country.
Davis refused to do something because of her sectarian
beliefs; because her particular sect of Christianity believes
marriage equality is a sin. But the government of the United
States does not function as a wing of the conservative
evangelical church. At least, it shouldn’t — not according to
the Founders.
To be clear, this is not a “Democrat vs. Republican”
issue. This is a civil rights issue. Davis works for the
government and swore an oath to defend the Constitution.
That means she has to hold civil law above her petty bias
and prejudices — just like every other government official.
She doesn’t have to like the LGBT community, but she
cannot, by law (and per the oath of her office), deny a gay
couple their right to marry — just as she cannot deny the
right for people with orange shirts to marry, or people with
blue eyes to marry, or people who wear Confederate flags for

scarves. That is called “being a member of civil
government.” That is why she was in jail. Or, as Rachel
Held Evans (an American Christian columnist, blogger and
author) put it so nicely on Twitter, “No one’s being jailed for
practicing her religion. Someone’s being jailed for using the
government to force others to practice her religion.”
And that is why we have a separation of church and
state. Because the second we start adhering to a single set of
religious laws rather than civil laws, we’ve inadvertently
destroyed the very foundation of our independence. We
would have turned our government, which permits everyone
the right to worship privately as they choose, into a
theocracy which would force all people, of all ethnic and
cultural and religious backgrounds, into a semblance of a
particular set of beliefs.
But that isn’t what America is about — we are one out of
many, not “all under the cross.” That is what church is for —
not a Rowan County government building. And why should
it? Evangelical Christians aren’t the only ones who pay
taxes.
p

Thomas Verenna is an associate editor at the Journal of
the American Revolution, a member of the Valley Forge
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution; an Associate
Board Member of the Moore Township Historical
Commission; and a history student at Columbia College,
Missouri. Verenna recently appeared on the nationallytelevised show Dana (hosted by Dana Loesch) to talk
about the historical inaccuracies in the History Channel
program Sons of Liberty.
Verenna is an alumnus of Valley Forge Military Academy
which he attended in 1998. Verenna’s research focuses on
Pennsylvania’s military and political role in the War for
American Independence. He is pictured above dressed in
accurate 1777 militiaman clothing, preparing to represent
an 18th Century soldier.

The History of DragonCon and Why Skeptics are There
by Margaret Downey
There is nowhere in the world where
Skeptics can parade in front of
80,000 onlookers other than at the
event known as DragonCon.
DragonCon is the world’s largest
Fantasy and Science Fiction convention, held annually in Atlanta,
Georgia every Labor Day weekend. It
is described as a multi-media and
popular-culture convention focusing
on fiction and fantasy, gaming,
comics, literature, art, music, and
film.
DragonCon is run entirely by
volunteers who somehow manage to
organize and implement a four-day
convention that is now boasting well
over 65,000 paid admittance attendees! Almost 20 hotels in and around
the downtown area of Atlanta offer
discounted room rates and welcome
participants with smiles and appreciation.
All of this started in 1987 when John Bunnell, David
Cody, Robert Dennis, Mike Helba, Pat Henry, and Ed
Kramer formed the original DragonCon Board of Directors.
Many of these original founders remain involved with the
convention.
In 1987, about 1,200 people attended. During the
Masquerade Costume Contest, recording artist Jon Serrie
delivered his keyboard arrangements wearing a real NASA
flight suit, including a helmet. Michael Moorcock and Eric
Bloom jammed onstage, performing Blue Oyster Cult tunes
“Veteran of the Psychic Wars” and “Black Blade.” These
performances launched live concerts as an annual
DragonCon tradition.
DragonCon’s 1987 and 1988 conventions were held at
the Piedmont Plaza Hotel, at the corner of Spring Street and
Linden Avenue, now named the Sol Melia Hotel.
In 1989, Anne McCaffrey was named “Guest of
Honor,” and the convention relocated to the Omni Hotel and
Convention Center to accommodate 2,400 fans.
As host of “Origins 1990,” DragonCon moved to the
Atlanta Hilton and Towers, and doubled its attendance
numbers. That year also marked the inclusion of the Atlanta
Comics Expo, which was held simultaneously with
DragonCon at a nearby hotel which later became the Atlanta
Sheraton. The Comics Expo was so successful that it was
incorporated into DragonCon from that point on.
Many other conventions began to merge into the
DragonCon concept, and in 1995 the North American
Science Fiction Convention and the International Starfleet
Conference joined the festivities.
In 1996, Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell presented a welldeserved “Certificate of Acclamation” to the DragonCon
organizers. By this time the Westin Peachtree Plaza was
annexed for game tournaments, the Atlanta Civic Center was

added for the Masquerade Costume
Contest, and nearly a dozen overflow
hotels were added for fans to use.
DragonCon 1997 marked a shift
in hotels to the Hyatt Regency and a
convention facility. 1998 DragonCon
retained the Hyatt Regency Atlanta
as convention headquarters but
shifted some large-scale operations
(Exhibit Hall, Dealers Room, and
Gaming) to a convention facility
called the America’s Mart. These
facilities were also retained for 1999
and 2000. Soon, the DragonCon
organizers dropped the “Atlanta
Comics Expo” moniker and retained
all comics programming and guests.
The very first DragonCon
parade took place in 2002. The route
was from Centennial Olympic Park
to the front entrance of the Marriott
Marquis. Later year’s brought the
parade route from Woodruff Park, down Peachtree Street,
past the front of the Hyatt Regency, to the back entrance of
the Marriott Marquis.
Between 2003 and 2004, Science Fiction Classics,
Gothic/Horror, Robotics, Costuming, Independent Film, and
Young Adult Literature tracks were added. The DragonCon
staff reached 1,000 volunteers.
In 2005, the convention expanded to meet the growing
need for convention space into three hotels by adding the
Atlanta Hilton. Convention attendance climbed to 17,000
and $20,000 was raised for The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Foundation and A World Fit for Kids.
2006 marked the 20-year anniversary of DragonCon.
Attendance reached 22,000 and $12,000 was raised for
National Multiple Sclerosis and A World Fit for Kids.
The Atlanta Sheraton Hotel was added in 2007 as a cohost venue for the event. Convention numbers grew to
27,000 and $15,000 was raised for The American Diabetes
Association.
In 2008, DragonCon had 30,000 attendees and new
tracks included Anime and Skeptics. The DragonCon
volunteer staff increased to 1,500. $25,000 was raised for
The American Heart Association.
At DragonCon 2009, there were just over 35,000
registered attendees. $27,000 was raised for The American
Alzheimer’s Association. That was the year that the Hilton
added a sky bridge to connect the Hilton and the Marriott.
2010 saw the addition of the Westin Peachtree Plaza as a
host hotel and the addition of the Paranormal track.
DragonCon received a proclamation from the City of Atlanta
and the convention topped the 40,000 mark in attendance.
$40,000 was raised for the Lupus Foundation.
In 2011, the city of Atlanta helped DragonCon organizers celebrate 25 years of fun. Banners welcoming
DragonCon to the city adorned the streets. The Atlanta City

Council presented a proclamation in recognition of the
event. By that date, the parade grew to 1,800 participants,
including floats, vehicles, and marching bands. The numbers
made the DragonCon parade the largest to ever be held in
the city of Atlanta. Convention attendance reached 46,000
and charity events raised $40,000 for the National Inclusion
Project.
The 2012 programming included the Puppetry track and
Video Gaming track. For the first time in DragonCon
history, participation in the parade was capped with 3,000
participants. Convention attendance increased to over 52,000
and charity events raised $45,000 for the Georgia Chapter of
the ALS Foundation.
The DragonCon website has not been updated since
2012, so that is the end of my history report. Below is a list
of a few special guests/speakers, performers, and presenters
who have been hosted by DragonCon over the years:
Ed Asner
Ray Bradbury
Ernest Borgnine
Alice Cooper
Mickey Dolenz
Barbara Eden
Erik Estrada
Lou Ferrigno
Carrie Fisher
Lewis Gossett Jr.
Larry Hagman
Martin Landau

Kelly LeBrock
Stan Lee
The “Mythbusters”
Joe Nickell
Leonard Nimoy
Jim Parsons
Luke Perry
James Randi
Mickey Rooney
William Shatner
Patrick Stewart
George Takei
Adam West
I have met and spoken to most of the people on the list
and many of the stars have participated in the parade.
The Skeptic parade entry has become well-respected by
DragonCon organizers. We make sure to exemplify the
community with tasteful costuming and we are careful to
follow the rules of the parade.
2015 marked my third year of organizing the Skeptic
parade entry and I hope there are many more years ahead as
we convey our educational message through costuming.
Parade participants concentrate on themes such as history,
science, education, skepticism and a nontheist prespective.
Please let me know if you would like to participate in
the 2016 DragonCon event and/or parade. Original costumes
with the Skeptic theme in mind are welcome. We also need
more parade walkers to use the ten available costumes that
went unclaimed this year.
p
In the left photo, Dr. Angie Mattke is dressed as a crash
car dummy as she acted as the chauffeur for James “The
Amazing Randi” in the DragonCon parade.
In the below photo, Randi is pictured with his husband,
Deyvi Orangel Peña Arteaga.
The convertible Mustang was on loan from Wolf Mattke.

Dr. Mattke was also the chauffeur for James “The
Amazing” Randi when he participated in the DragonCon
parade in 2013. She is a generous and devoted sponsor of
the Skeptic parade entry and members of her family have
acted as volunteers, parade walkers, and speakers.

More Photos from DragonCon 2015
Walkers from the “Skeptics in History” section
of the parade entry are pictured in the left photo.
From left to right are:
Margaret Downey (Alice Paul), Jim Kovalcin
(Jules Vern), Ian Harris (Albert Einstein),
Cathy Miller (Madame Marie Curie), Stephen
Ball (Galileo), Richard Carrier (Lucian), Steve
Hill (Frederick Douglas), Leighann Lord
(Hypatia), Johnny Monsarrat (Plato) and an
unnamed participant who volunteered to wear an
extra costume and marched as Elizabeth Cady
Stanton.
This category was added in 2014 and, judging
from the applause, it was a huge hit with the
crowds who gathered on the sidewalks of Atlanta
to watch the parade.

The photo at right shows the miscellaneous
costumes group that conveyed a variety of
Skeptical messages.
Tom Schottmiller (The Paleontologist), Trina
Ray (Velma), an unnamed volunteer (The
Archeologist), Laura Ross (A Female Sherlock
Holmes), Mandisa Thomas (The Skeptical
Goddess), Curt Anderson (The Truth Fairy), an
unnamed volunteer who marched as “The
Educated Monkey” and Wolf Mattke (The “You
Only Live Once” Ghost).
Ten costumes went unused. More walkers are
sought to wear the Skeptic-themed costumes that
will surely bring smiles as clever signs are
carried.

The group pictured on the left paraded to promote the
2016 Reason Rally scheduled to take place on Saturday,
June 4. Using the “Quest for Reason” Steam Punk theme,
paraders are (left to right):
David Silverman (President of American Atheists and the
2012 Reason Rally President), Kim Ellington, Sarah
Morehead (Former President of the 2016 Reason Rally),
Victor Harris, Jr. and Neil Carter.
To learn more about Reason Rally 2016, please visit the
following website and sign up for the newsletter:
www.reasonrally.org
The Reason Rally team formally announced Reason Rally
plans at the Friday, September 4th Skeptrack. They also
hosted an information table in the Hilton atrium.

Even More Photos from DragonCon 2015
Lab coat wearing Skeptics are pictured in the right
photo. From left to right are:
Bill Creasy, Dave McGarvey, Pete Christensen, Rod
Fry, (gas-masked scientists), Dr. Elizabeth Gordon (a
“Google University of Medicine Graduate” character),
Chuck Miller (Dr. Question Everything character),
Celestia Ward (Princess Bubblegum) and Jim Craig
(The Quack Doctor).

Above left is comedian Leighann Lord. Her standup routine rocked the house. DragonCon 2015 was her first time at the
convention and she said it will not be her last. She loved every track, costume, and activity available.
The above right photo was taken just before a show featuring young magicians Curt Anderson and Brian Bushwood. Left to
right are Margaret Downey, Deyvi Orangel Peña Arteaga, James “The Amazing” Randi and Derek Colanduno.
Pictured below at a closing Skeptrack panel are (left to right) Ian Harris, Downey, Randi, Colanduno, Lord, Richard
Carrier and Tim Farley. If you missed the 2015 Skeptrack program live, videos are available at: http://video.skeptrack.org

The Freethought Society’s
November 2015 Activities Calendar
November 10

November 11

In celebration of Veterans Day 2015, FS is excited to host
two excellent speakers on Tuesday, November 10, 2015.
The subject of atheists in foxholes will be covered at 7:00
PM in the Skyline Room (4th floor) of the Free Library of
Philadelphia, located at 1901 Vine Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Jason Torpy and Jason Heap will conduct the first ever
public “Yes, there are atheists in foxholes” Veterans Day
event, proudly hosted by the Freethought Society (FS).
Please join us on Wednesday, November 11, 2015, for
an open-air rally at the Chester County Historical
Courthouse located at 2 North High Street (between
Market and Gay Streets), West Chester, Pennsylvania.
The festivities start at 11:00 AM. FS representatives will
be at the rally site until 2:00 PM. There will be an “Ask an
Atheist” table, open microphone, speeches, an awards
ceremony, free snacks, water, complimentary literature,
music, and much more. Scheduled presenters are:
Margaret Downey
Founder and President
The Freethought Society
Jason Heap
Executive Director
United Coalition of Reason
Jason Torpy
President
Military Association of Atheists and Freethinkers

This important topic will be addressed by Jason Torpy
(pictured above), President of the Military Association of
Atheists and Freethinkers (MAAF) and Jason Heap
(pictured below), the Executive Director of United Coalition
of Reason (UnitedCoR). Heap is also a Humanist Chaplain
and is currently involved in a lawsuit against the United
States Navy and Armed Forces Chaplains Board. The case is
Heap et al v. Hagel et al, No. 1:2014cv01490 - Document
79 (E.D. Va. 2015). Heap will talk about his advocacy, goals
and much more.

Torpy will discuss the vision, mission and purpose of
MAAF and how citizens can be of assistance within and
outside the military.
Please note that this November 10th event is a prelude to
the Wednesday, November 11, 2015 Veterans Day public
celebration as described in the next column.

Torpy (pictured above) serves as the President of the
Military Association of Atheists and Freethinkers (MAAF),
a national non-profit building community for atheists and
humanists in the military. He also holds seats on the board
of the Secular Coalition for America Educational Fund of
the premier lobbying organization for secular issues, and the
American Humanist Association, which fosters Humanist
community and ethics.
Heap (pictured above) has a BA in Philosophy and
Theology and he is an endorsed and certified Humanist
Chaplain and Celebrant and is also currently pursuing his
application to become the first Humanist Chaplain in the
history of the United States Armed Forces.

The Freethought Society’s
2015/2016 Three-Month Activities Calendar
December 6

January 13

The Freethought Society (FS) is pleased to be co-sponsoring
a very special event with the Ethical Humanist Society of
Philadelphia (EHSP) and the Delaware Valley Chapter of
Americans United for Separation of Church and State to mark
the 10th anniversary of the “Intelligent Design” court case of
Tammy Kitzmiller, et al. v. Dover Area School District, et al.
(400 F. Supp. 2d 707, Docket No. 4cv2688).
The Sunday, December 6, 2015 event starts with a free
and open-to-the-public 11:00 AM, EHSP morning platform
featuring Hugh Taft-Morales (EHSP Leader). This event will
take place at the EHSP building located at 1906 South
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103.
The 2015 EHSP/FS Tree of Knowledge will be decorated
after the platform speech and everyone is invited to
participate. There will be music, singing, and books to
purchase from authors.
The official 10th Anniversary program starts with a
luncheon service at 1:00 PM. The $30 program fee includes
lunch, afternoon speakers, a cash bar ($5 wine and
champagne) and Happy Hour Closing Ceremony (includes
finger foods, music, a celebration cake and photo
opportunities). For only $15, you can enjoy just the afternoon
speakers and the happy hour. That portion of the event starts
at 2:30 PM. The program includes:

It is our pleasure and honor to
host Stephen Eric Bronner
on Wednesday, January 13,
2016 as he presents his interesting topic, “The New
Bigot.”
Bronner will address the
way in which there is a new
and more important form of
bigotry targeting groups that
have always been victims, but
with a different type of language. Unless the tactics of the
new bigot are understood, it becomes even more difficult to
oppose this type of prejudice.
The presentation will take place at the Ludington
Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania 19010 at 7:00 PM.
Bonner is a professor in the department of Political
Science at Rutgers University. He is currently Board of
Governors Professor of Political Science, a member of the
Executive Committee of the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies, as well as the Graduate Faculties of Comparative
Literature and German Studies at Rutgers University. He is
also Director of Global Relations, Executive Committee of
the UNESCO Chair for Genocide Prevention Center for the
Study of Genocide and Human Rights.

2:30-3:00 PM
Welcome and Opening Words by Event Hosts:
Hugh Taft-Morales, Margaret Downey and Janice Rael
3:00-3:30 PM
Steve Harvey, attorney and owner of Steve Harvey Law
3:30-4:00 PM
Eric Rothschild, partner at Pepper Hamilton LLP
4:00-4:30 PM
Lauri Lebo, journalist who covered the trial in Dover, PA
4:30-5:00 PM
Hedya Aryani, associate at Pepper Hamilton LLP
5:00-5:30 PM
Question and Answer Panel with Plaintiffs and Speakers
Reservations are required. Please make your reservations
as soon as possible as seats are limited. RSVP at:
http://bit.ly/1Md20hU
Join us for the morning platform, Tree of Knowledge
decorating party (There will be a children’s Tree of
Knowledge this year!), luncheon, presentations, and happy
hour.
For more information, contact Downey at: (610)
357-9432 or Rael at: (856) 881-1816.

February 18
The Freethought Society is
pleased to host Brian Fields
on February 18, 2016 as he
presents “Put Kids First.”
When it comes to health
and safety, we should always
put kids first.
Unfortunately, in 47 states
and the District of Columbia,
non-medical vaccine exemptions are putting children in the
United States at great risk for many deadly, contagious
diseases. The evidence is clear: vaccines save lives.
The 7:00 PM presentation will take place at the
Ludington Library, 5 South Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn
Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010.
Fields will inform attendees about the laws that are
intended to protect the most vulnerable members of our
community — children. These worrisome laws should put
safety before personal beliefs, but children in religious
families are at risk.
Fields has been an activist since 2009. He is the president
of PA Nonbelievers and is the co-chair for the Secular
Coalition for Pennsylvania, which is the state chapter of the
Secular Coalition for America. He is also a co-founder of the
PA State Atheist/Humanist conference and as of 2015 has
served as its co-executive director 4 times.

The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion
and government. FS publishes The Freethought Society News every other month.The newsletter is delivered as an ezine via
email and is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those who are interested in learning more
about freedom of thought.
Monthly events take place in many locations across the United States, with emphasis in the tri-state area of Pennsylvania,
Delaware and New Jersey. FS activities and services depend on the financial contributions of supporters. Funds may be sent
using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org/donate/). All contributions to FS are tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law (Tax ID Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
( ) become a supporter / renew support of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society):
$30 Individual Supporter
$35 Family Supporter
$20 Student
$1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
( ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
PayPal in the amount of (circle one): $5 $10 $15 $20 $25 $30 $35 $40 $45 $_____(other per month)
( ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): _____________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________________
( ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will email a complimentary newsletter to potential supporters. Please provide contact information for anyone who might
be interested in receiving an FS newsletter.
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Volunteer Opportunities Through the Freethought Society
Supporters of the Freethought Society (FS) often want to do more than just donate. Listed below are various committees
organized by FS. The committees were designed to fulfill the mission, goals and vision of FS. We seek to be of assistance to
nontheists, educate the public about nontheism, and provide social opportunities where like-minded individuals can meet,
socialize and share ideas. Please see the FS website or contact FS to volunteer at: volunteers@FtSociety.org.
Anti-Discrimination Educational Committee
(nontheism explained in classroom settings)
Anti-Discrimination Support Network
(assist Openly Secular gathering reports)
Community Outreach
(locate tabling opportunities)
Diversity Outreach Committee
(brainstorming about and developing programs
to appeal to minorities)
Free Speech Zone Committee
(research and implement displays in public venues)
Jump Into the Jean Pool
(collection of jeans for the homeless)
Helping Hands
(provides helpers to seniors and in emergency situations)
Meetup Committee
(social events and improving online communications)
Media Outreach Committee
(press coordination and writing press releases)

Membership Committee
(watching for and connecting with possible supporters)
Monthly Meeting Coordinators
(schedule and manage speakers and venues)
Secular Celebrations
(develop, organize, and implement
new nontheist celebrations)
Sole Searching
(collection of athletic shoes for donating to the homeless)
Speakers Bureau
(provide FS a CV, photo and list of subjects to participate)
Special Events
(coordinate interesting and unique nontheist events)
Thomas Paine Memorial Committee
(assist with assemblies, city proclamations, and
work on themed events)
Tree of Knowledge/Winter Display Committee
(make ornaments, find venues, write articles,
and support the winter symbol concept nationwide)

