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In 1911, a 14-foot  tall bronze statue of Robert Green Ingersoll  was installed in Glen Oak 
Park, near the intersection of Perry Avenue and Abington Street, in Peoria, Illinois. It  was 
unveiled on October 28th with addresses delivered by then United States Representative 
John Lentz of Ohio and Charles Frederick Adams  of New York City. Grandson Robert 
G. Ingersoll  Brown of New York City lifted the draping material. Tributes to Ingersoll 
were read. Most notable, were messages that  were sent from Andrew Carnegie  and 
Thomas Edison.    
 There were 6,000 in attendance that day. Among them was Ingersoll’s window, Eva 
Amelia Parker Ingersoll. He had met  Parker in Peoria and they were married in a nearby 
town. Ingersoll praised his wife often, saying that she was “a woman without 
superstition.” 
 Donations to commission the statue in 1910 came from every state in the union at that  
time. The New York Times reported the festivities. The statue honoring Ingersoll was 
created in 1909 by Fritz  Triebel in Genoa, Italy. It was placed in Peoria because that  is the 
city where Ingersoll and his brother, Ebon Ingersoll, opened their first  law practice in 
1857. Peoria was Ingersoll’s home from 1857 to 1877. His nickname, “Peoria’s Infidel,” 
was bestowed upon him because of his fierce advocacy of rational thinking and 
humanism. Throughout Ingersoll’s lifetime, he promoted those values over the use of 
organized religion. 
 In addition to being a lawyer, Ingersoll was a philosopher, Civil War veteran and one-
time Attorney General of Illinois. Public speaking, however was Ingersoll’s most 
successful endeavor. His oratory skills and pleasant nature, conveyed that he was a 
brilliant, humorous and kind family man. So popular was Ingersoll that he typically earned 
$3,500 per speech — that is equivalent  to approximately $80,000 per speech today. Many 
of his speeches addressed important issues of the time, such as slavery and women’s 
rights. His sense of humor was obvious when, during his speeches, he addressed his 
distain for orthodox religion. His words often conveyed his great love of family. Ingersoll 
was the father of two children, Eva and Maud. He wanted to see an enlightened world for 
them and for all. 
 Ingersoll obtained international fame with his writings and speeches (which, at times, 
were delivered without notes). He delivered his speeches without  the use of modern day 
technology, but  his booming voice could be heard by thousands in attendance. Typically, 
an Ingersoll appearance was sold out  and many lecture halls were forced to sell tickets for 
standing room only. It  was often reported that  audience members would climb into the 
rafters to listen to an Ingersoll message.
 Connie  Cook, a resident of Peoria and co-founder and former president of Peoria’s 
Friends of Robert Ingersoll, recently wrote that Ingersoll:

“...bluntly spoke out against the God of wrath and damnation which was thundered 
about most Sundays in the mid-to-late 1800s. Robert knew of children and adults 
who were constantly terrified of making a mistake. He exhorted husbands and 
fathers to stop beating their wives and children for infractions of the Sabbath, such 
as laughing and playing. One distraught father wrote to Ingersoll in gratitude for 
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helping him to see the damage he was doing to his 
family by “beating them to save them from 
damnation.”

 It  is fitting that  Ingersoll’s legacy continues to be 
honored by the City of Peoria. His work brought great social 
progress to many and moved society towards freedom of 
thought and humanism.
 Ingersoll became one of my favorite historical figures 
when I discovered that his eloquent prose could be used to 
conduct  secular marriages, baby naming ceremonies and 
nonreligious funerals. I was happy to add my donation to the 
effort to restore the Ingersoll statue. I joined with 26 
individuals, each of whom donated $1,000 to the project. 
Donations were also secured through many secular 
organizations, making it possible for the City of Peoria to 
restore the statue. The funding effort  was led by the Freedom 
from Religion Foundation (FFRF). Donations came from 43 
states plus Canada and Puerto Rico. 
 Sculptor Zenos Frudakis was able to negotiate a price 
of $35,000 with the Laran Bronze foundry in Chester,  
Pennsylvania instead of the initial estimated cost  of  $60,000.  
Thanks to Zenos’ volunteer efforts, and to the high quality of 
the foundry’s work, the Ingersoll statue should remain in 
good condition for the next 100 years.
 Frudakis is a longtime fan of Ingersoll, and he was 
recently interviewed by a reporter for the Peoria, Illinois 
Journal Times. Frudakis stated, “I have such great respect for 
Ingersoll. I am a humanist myself. I have spent my whole life 
trying to know what is real and what isn’t real, and that’s 
what he (Ingersoll) was about.”
 Frudakis went on to say that “Ingersoll’s message is as 
important  today as when he was alive. He is the embodiment 
of rational thinking, not  just for his time, but  for our time and 
the future.”
 During the restoration of the base of the statue, Peoria 
Secular Humanist  Society board member Ken Hofbauer 
visited the site where the base of the statue was being 
refurbished. A worker related a humorous story to Hofbauer.
 “A few weeks ago,” he said, “a couple of old guys 
stopped and asked what  I was doing.” The worker explained 
that the statue was sent out  to be refurbished, and he was 
working on doing the same to the base. One of the men said, 
“I did public service because of him.”  
 The worker asked why and the guy replied, “I painted 
the head with red paint.” Sure enough, red paint was found 
under dirt that was cleaned off of the top stone.
 The August 20, 1970 Peoria Journal Star printed a photo 
of the Ingersoll statue and the caption stated:

An 18 year-old-youth was charged with criminal damage 
to property after he was accused by park police of 
spraying red enamel on the Robert Ingersoll statue in 
Glen Oak park. John L. Fritts of 1105 Northcrest was 
released on bond pending a hearing September 24 in 
Magistrate Court. Park Patrolman Robert James said 
that he caught Fritts and two other youths as they were 
spraying the statue. The other two youths were not 
charged. The three youths involved were put to work 
yesterday removing the paint from the statue which is 
located in the lower entrance at Perry and Abington to 
the park.

   Ingersoll wrote, “A good dinner lost is gone forever,” 
and was known for his appreciation of well-prepared food. It 
was fitting, therefore, to begin the two-day statue 
rededication festivities with a dinner party on Wednesday, 
August  10th at a popular Peoria restaurant, The Lariat Club 
(located at  2232 West  Glen Avenue). After a delightful 
dinner, attendees enjoyed speeches and musical per-
formances. 
 Speakers included descendants Jeff Ingersoll  (Chair of 
the Robert Green Ingersoll Memorial Committee) and Elliott 
Ingersoll  (Professor of counseling psychology and faculty 
member at Cleveland State University).
 I spoke that night  about the value of using Ingersoll’s 
prose and I shared examples from The Works of Robert G. 
Ingersoll, reciting, in particular, his work entitled “Love.” I 
also talked about  how inspirational Ingersoll’s writings are to 
me, and, in fact, led to the creation of The Freethought 
Society’s Tree of Knowledge and The Helping Hands 
Committee.  
 Hofbauer, Frudakis and Cook gave brief remarks as did 
Annie Laurie Gaylor (FFRF Co-President), Tom Flynn 
(Executive Director of The Council for Secular Humanism, 
Editor of Free Inquiry magazine, and Director of the Robert 
Green Ingersoll Birthplace Museum), and Dan Barker 
(FFRF Co-President). Barker also played music he composed 
memorializing Ingersoll poems and orations.
 The rededication ceremony for the newly-restored 
Ingersoll statue took place on Thursday, August 11th at  10:30 
AM. That  is the date of the 183rd anniversary of the orator’s 
birth. Pictured below are (left) Elliott Ingersoll (3rd cousin, 
once removed) and (right) Jeff Ingersoll (7th cousin, two 
times removed) standing in front of the newly refurbished 
statue.

Robert Green 
Ingersoll
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Photos of the Robert Green Ingersoll Events

Pictured above in the back row (left  to right) are Zenos Frudakis, Ken 
Hofbauer, Tom Flynn, Jeff Ingersoll and Elliott Ingersoll. In the front 
row are (left  to right) Dan Barker, Annie  Laurie  Gaylor, Margaret 
Downey and Connie Cook. The photo was taken at  the August 10, 2016 
Robert  Green Ingersoll 183rd birthday party, which was held one day 
prior to the rededication of the Ingersoll statue at Oak Park in Peoria, 
Illinois. A photo of one of the four birthday cakes is pictured above right.

Below is a photo of the rededication plaque acknowledging the 
organizations and individuals who contributed to the funding needed to 
refurbish the statue.

In the photo below, standing in 
front of the Robert  Green 
Ingersoll statue, are Margaret 
Downey and Zenos Frudakis. 
Frudakis is a world-famous 
sculptor who resides in the 
Philadelphia area. He became 
involved with the refurbishing 
project through his association 
with the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation.



The Curse of the Carl Sagan Effect
by Julien Musolino

I once heard a colleague remark that even the 
best  scientific ideas would be useless unless 
they are communicated. Where would we be 
today, he mused, if Galileo Galilei, Isaac 
Newton, Charles Darwin, or Albert Einstein 
had kept  their discoveries to themselves? Part 
of what  makes science so successful is a mode 
of communication based on a culture of 
openness and the free exchange of ideas. In 
scientific circles, the principal vehicles of 
dissemination are peer-reviewed publications 
and presentations at professional meetings. 
Through these venues, scientists communicate 
with other scientists. But should researchers 
also engage with the general public in an effort 
to popularize science? On this question, 
academic culture, for all its emphasis on 
openness and the value of knowledge, is mired 
in a curious kind of doublespeak.
 On the one hand, academic institutions, 
professional societies, and funding agencies 
make it  clear that  engaging the general public 
is an important  part of their mission, and they 
explicitly encourage researchers to do so. As neuroscientist 
Susana Martinez-Conde  points out, in the United States, the 
National Science Foundation evaluates grant  proposals not 
only on the basis of intellectual merit but  also on their 
potential to make a broader impact on society. One such 
impact  is the dissemination of research findings to the public. 
In the United Kingdom, the Royal Society encourages 
researchers to engage more fully with the public. In France, 
the National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) explains 
that one of its top priorities is to strengthen the relations 
between science and society.
 On the other hand, researchers who engage in public 
outreach find that, by and large, their efforts are not rewarded 
by their institutions. This does not mean that  specific awards 
do not  exist, but rather, as Martinez-Conde explains, that 
“Most disseminators incur no net  penalty — and may even 
benefit slightly — yet they obtain few or no institutional 
rewards for their communication activities.” Compounding 
the problem is the lingering perception within academia that 
scientists who perform outreach activities are of a lesser 
caliber than those who keep their nose closer to the 
grindstone and deal exclusively in the pursuit of new 
knowledge.
 This stereotype even has a name. It’s called the “Carl 
Sagan Effect.” The late Carl Sagan, an astronomer and 
famous science popularizer, failed to receive tenure at 
Harvard and was later denied membership in the prestigious 
National Academy of Sciences. The reason, according to his 
biographers, is that his success as a public ambassador of 
science led to the perception that he was a second-rate 
scientist. Ironically, a later analysis of Sagan’s scientific 
output revealed that his accomplishments were on a par with 
those of other members of the National Academy. In a similar 

vein, while many scientists agree that  public 
outreach is important, and even part of a 
researcher’s duty, a 2006 report by the Royal 
Society of London found that public 
engagement was believed to be carried out  by 
those who were not “good enough” for an 
academic career, adding that such activities 
were regarded as “light” or “fluffy.”
 And yet, systematic studies involving 
thousands of participants across more than ten 
different  countries all point  to the conclusion 
that the Carl Sagan Effect is a myth. In fact, 
exactly the opposite is true. Researchers with 
popular publications, compared to those 
without, are more active academically, work 
longer hours, score better on standard 
measures of academic excellence, and have 
higher academic rank. Moreover, these 
conclusions are consistent across countries and 
fields of publication. In my own experience, I 
have found that communicating with the 
general public has improved both my writing 
and my thinking.

 There are a number of excellent  reasons why public 
dissemination of science should rank high on the agenda of 
academic institutions. In a recent manifesto, neuroscientist 
and popular science writer David Eagleman explains why. 
One reason is that scientists rely heavily on the taxpaying 
public for their livelihood. It  is therefore incumbent  upon us, 
denizens of the ivory tower, to express our gratitude to our 
backers and explain to them in plain language what their 
hard-earned dollars allow us to do, what we discover, and 
why it  matters. As Eagleman puts it, “Would you invest 
billions in an industry that  doesn’t  share its accomplishments, 
landmarks, open questions, and goals?”
 Another reason is to inspire and foster critical thinking. A 
few years ago, I taught  an upper-level undergraduate seminar 
at  my home institution, Rutgers University, and had to argue 
with about  a third of the class that the age of the Earth is a 
matter of fact  and not  a matter of opinion. Every semester, I 
talk to students who do not accept  that evolution is fact. One 
of them, a science major, once explained to me that  science is 
about what can be measured and reproduced in a laboratory. 
If nobody was around to witness human evolution, he 
continued, we have no grounds for claiming that  it  actually 
took place. Sadly, the perils of the endemic lack of critical 
thinking in our society are all too familiar to those concerned 
with such questions, and well-documented, too. In his book 
Good Thinking, for example, Guy P. Harrison  chronicles the 
large-scale effects of our collective critical-thinking blind 
spots and their associated woes.
 Public dissemination of science should also be 
encouraged because it can inform public policy. Last year, 
President Barack Obama issued an executive order 
supporting the use of behavioral science insights to better 
serve the American people. The first paragraph explains that 
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“A growing body of evidence demonstrates that behavioral 
science insights — research findings from fields such as 
behavioral economics and psychology, about how people 
make decisions and act  on them — can be used to design 
government policies to better serve the American people.” 
More than a century ago, the geneticist and Nobel Laureate 
Hermann Joseph Muller already urged his peers to engage 
in public outreach, stressing that it was imperative for 
scientists to help educate the public, for reasons not 
dissimilar to those expressed in Obama’s executive order.
 Rewarding researchers who engage in efforts to 
popularize science is also vital to fend off the deluge of 
misinformation that reaches the shores of public opinion on a 
daily basis. In their book Merchants of Doubt, historians 
Naomi Oreskes  and Erik M. Conway  chronicle the 
decades-long campaign run by entrenched political and 
corporate interests to mislead the public on issues ranging 
from tobacco smoke to global warming. Why didn’t 
scientists stand up, the authors ask. The answer is an 
ominous reminder of the dangers posed by the persistence of 
the Carl Sagan Effect. Speaking of mainstream scientists, 
Oreskes and Conway remark that “They consider their ‘real’ 
work to be the production of knowledge, not its 
dissemination, and they often view these two activities as 
mutually exclusive. Some even sneer at  colleagues who 
communicate to broader audiences, dismissing them as 
‘popularizers.’”
 These reasons represent only the tip of a much larger 
iceberg, but  they suffice to illustrate what should be a truism, 
namely that  science matters, and that  a scientifically-
educated public is essential to the fulfillment  of our 
democratic ideals. At present, there is widespread agreement 
that researchers ought  to engage in efforts to popularize 

science. There are also excellent reasons, both intellectual 
and practical, for supporting such practices. At  the same 
time, two obstacles still stand in the way. The first  is 
psychological and the second institutional. In the current 
academic ethos, public outreach is still stigmatized. 
Moreover, academia does not  provide the incentive 
structures necessary to further encourage outreach activities. 
All this suggests that it is time for academic institutions to 
start  acting on their professed aspirations, help dispel old 
myths with fresh information, and begin devising ways to 
reward researchers who dare to make the truth heard beyond 
the confines of the ivory tower.
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Breaking the Chains (Blacks and Christianity)
by James Rogers, Jr.

Shine on Reverend Pearson who 
threw away the vain old god and 
kept Dickens and Rembrandt and 
fresh plowed sod.
~ Joni Mitchell “Shine”
 
In the United States, blacks are the 
most religious as a group and over-
whelmingly Christian. According 
to the Pew Research Center, these 
are the findings concerning the 
black population: belief in god, 
88%, belief in miracles, 85%, 
belief in angels/demons, 83%, 
religion important  in lives, 80%, 
pray daily, 77%, belief in life after 
death, 58%, interpret  scripture 
literally, 55%,, and attend services 
weekly, 54%. 
 Free inquiry, open-mindedness 
and the pursuit of ideas for their 
own sake are what propel societies 
to excel, and in the United States 
this is often thwarted by religious 
culture, an effect  magnified in the 
overall black community.
 The god blacks serve is the same god taught to them by 
slave masters intent on having a docile workforce, happy 
with an invisible protector. Slavery was an economic and 
psychological tool used to benefit  those in power and to 
control the weak. Today, the majority of blacks in the United 
States still cling to that  biblical childlike image of god even 
though available information would tell them otherwise. 
Cognitive dissonance prevents them from processing new 
information.
 Short-sighted thinking driven by superstition and myth 
prevents many blacks from benefiting from the progress that 
comes from living in a modern world, where logic and 
science provide answers to our existence.
 The following can be found in Peter 2:18 (King James 
Bible): “A good slave is a good Christian, slaves obey your 
earthly masters with respect  and fear, and with sincerity of 
heart, just as you would obey Christ.” 
 Blacks, like any group, have internal dynamics that hold 
them together, and in the United States part  of it  is a shared 
sense of oppression from whites and a worldview guided by 
what’s been taught to them by the clergy, along with a literal 
interpretation of the bible. This indoctrination has done 
damage for many in the black population by setting up 
roadblocks to learning. To secular blacks, many of whom 
have had the same religious indoctrination, it’s frustrating to 
see family members and friends comfortable going through 
life missing out on the benefits of a nonreligious worldview.
 The song lyrics at the beginning of this article reference 
Bishop Carlton Pearson, a black Pentecostal minister from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, who broke away from his denomination’s 

teachings in order to embrace a 
more inclusive message somewhat 
similar to what Universalists 
believe — universal salvation and 
the belief in a loving god who 
would not  send anyone to hell. He 
talks about  moving away from 
ancient  Christian fundamentalism 
and the teachings of Christ and on 
to something similar towards what 
Albert Einstein talked about, the 
“god of nature.” 
 When one listens to Pearson’s 
online video, one would wonder 
what bible he is reading! Pearson’s 
interpretation of the scriptures is a 
far cry from what he was taught  at 
Oral Roberts University. Pearson 
was on the board of regents until 
Oral Roberts himself censored 
him and had him removed.
 The evangelical community that 
Pearson belongs to has no room 
for anyone questioning their strict 
interpretation of scripture, be it 
blacks or whites. In the black 

community, that childlike version of Christianity is 
compounded by centuries of worshiping a father figure 
(God) not  unlike the slave master. Both are to be loved and 
feared. 
 University of Houston history professor Bob Buzzanco 
said, “It’s difficult  to talk about race in America and I’d 
never discount the power of white supremacy but there’s an 
internal problem, as there is with any group, when you let 
religion take on a primary role instead of more ‘worldly 
concerns.”’
 Those “worldly concerns” Buzzanco speaks of are what 
the black community needs to focus on more than tradition. 
That cultural tradition has much to do with the black 
experience that  is full of emotional trappings found in the 
black church. These emotions are a sort of group-speak 
typified by institutions such as a black church, where much 
of black social activity is centered. Anyone familiar with 
black churches knows the power of black ministers and their 
reciting of the “word of god.” There is also passion in the 
music, another way to connect  with the “spirit.” During a 
funeral, this is magnified by the recurring theme of the 
deceased leaving their earthly home to be united with the 
heavenly father. The departed is treated to a joyous send off 
to a place where all troubles and pain will end. That  payoff 
at  the end of this life can color what  one can accomplish in 
this life.
 For many blacks the power of myth is all encompassing 
and is reinforced by the love they have for family ancestors. 
This totalitarian belief system can only be broken by 
embracing new traditions. I love this quotation by Einstein:

James Rogers, Jr. is from northeast Ohio. 
He considers himself a humanist and his theology 
is based on the natural world (nature), reason and 

just being curious about everything.

http://youtu.be/c8Pxx4dVoHd
http://youtu.be/c8Pxx4dVoHd


A large part of our attitude toward things is 
conditioned by opinions and emotions which we 
unconsciously absorb as children from our 
environment. In other words, it is tradition — 
besides inherited aptitudes and qualities — which 
makes  us what we are. We but rarely reflect how 
relatively small as compared with the powerful 
influence of tradition is the influence of our 
conscious thought upon our conduct and 
convictions.

It would be foolish to despise tradition, but with our 
growing self-consciousness and increasing in-
telligence we must begin to control tradition and 
assume a critical attitude toward it, if human 
relations are ever to change for the better. We must 
try to recognize what in our accepted tradition is 
damaging to our fate and dignity — and shape our 
lives accordingly.”

 Black Christians hold a deep conviction of god’s 
solidarity with their plight and all oppressed peoples. This 
idea was refuted in the 1973 book by William R. Jones, Is 
God a White Racist? Jones asks the question, if god provides 
liberation for black peoples the way he did for Jews, where 
is the proof? If god is known by his actions, or in this case 
inactions, then god is a white racist. Since the Christian god 
is an invention by whites, many wonder why blacks would 
petition a racist god for relief. How many prayers have gone 
up to the lord in slavery times by blacks, and how many by 
believers in modern times for injustices, such as in the 
George Zimmerman  so-called “defensive” shooting fiasco; 
the Ferguson, Missouri incident; the New York City choking 
death of Eric Garner; and so many others. The only 
reasonable answer to these unfortunate events is that there is 
no one listening.
 Kathy R. Miller, an atheist  of mixed heritage has 
witnessed prejudice from black and white Christians. She 
states:

“I didn't learn about religion from  my parents, I 
learned about it in the street. I can remember the 
neighborhood kids telling me about living forever 
with god after I die and the thought was more 
terrifying than comforting to me. I ended up 
attending the Methodist Sunday School in my 
neighborhood, but always questioned things like why 
they thought the world would be better if everyone 
accepted Jesus into their hearts. Many of my friends 
on my street were black, but my school was 
predominately Jewish, so I had many friends who 
did not accept Jesus into their hearts, and they were 
nice people. I began searching for something 
different and studied other religions, not finding 
anything I believed in or totally agreed with.”

 In high school, Miller was reading works by Toni 
Morrison, Langston Hughes, James Baldwin  and other 
“worldly artists” who don’t fit  in with the black church 
model. She gets strange reactions when people find out she’s 
an atheist. Most  don’t believe her or just  think she is trying 

to be different. Her family and friends get a look of fear on 
their faces like they cannot or do not  even want to think of 
the possibility that  people who grew up like them would 
even question god or Christianity. “I always thought  it  was 
sad. They seem so proud of their beliefs, but I don’t 
understand how they can feel that  way about a religion 
taught to them from the people who held them captive.”
 People like Miller are separated from others in the black 
community by their thirst for growth. Growth comes from 
the unfamiliar, not from being stagnant  and accepting what 
is given to you. In slavery times, blacks were a captured 
people, and then given the bible in order to capture their 
minds. 
 What  comforts one person may not comfort another. In 
the United States there is a growing number of blacks and 
whites finding comfort  in the constant journey for truth, and 
are rejecting stagnant answers given to them by traditional 
faiths. Although the percentage of black atheists, agnostics 
and humanists is small in comparison to that  in the white 
population, many black Americans are breaking away from 
the fog of indoctrination, as witnessed by the proliferation of 
black atheists groups on social media.
 I will end this article with a quote from comedian Chris 
Rock, who said: “If you’re a black Christian, you have a real 
short memory.”                                                                     t
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Ask most Americans what  comes to 
mind when they think of religious 
fundamentalism and you will likely get a 
response that  includes the words 
“Muslim” and “ISIS.” I don’t think I’m 
going too far out  on a limb when I 
suggest  “terrorist” as well. This idea of 
Islam as the devil of religious extremism 
is naïve, of course, but  perhaps not 
without  some justification. Terror attacks 
seem to have become as American as 
apple pie and Thanksgiving Day 
football. According to a Pew Research 
Center poll conducted last  year, concern 
about  Islamic extremism has nearly 
doubled since 2011, which itself was not 
exactly a red-letter year in religious 
harmony. So, while the focus remains 
firmly on Islam in the global discussions 
on extremism, there exists a milder, but 
almost as sinister cousin lurking just  under the skin of 
mainstream Christianity right here in America — it’s an 
extremism of thought that rarely manifested itself outside the 
confines of the home. There has been a growing trend in the 
last decade of this type of thought breaking through the 
surface and sneaking its way into national politics, 
influencing the laws that govern our very lives, and seeping 
into the textbooks our children read every day at school, 
ensuring its hold on this country’s future. You are probably 
unaware of how out  of touch with reality it  really is, and you 
may be asking yourself, how bad can it  really be? After all, 
millions of Americans go to church every Sunday morning 
but still hold reasonable views on topics such as science, sex, 
and the Smurfs.
 Hold on, back up a second. Smurfs?
 I’ll get  to that in a bit, but  first I want  to make it clear 
that, although this particular type of Christian may not 
represent the status quo in modern Christianity, they are not 
nearly as fringe as one might  think. Far from being relegated 
to rural Mormon communities in Utah or armed cult 
compounds in Waco, Texas, they are present in the vast 
majority of neighborhood churches. In fact, they are often the 
more active church goers with many serving as deacons, 
elders, preachers, or youth group leaders. Growing up as a 
preacher’s kid, I thought fringe extremism was normal. 
 This is what all Christians believe, right? It  must be, for 
the bible, and my daddy, tells me so.
 Only now, as a forty-something-year-old former 
Christian, I have put enough distance between myself and my 
past  that I am able to look back on it with slightly more 
objective eyes. Christianity looks good when you are all up 
in it, but step away for a while and take it all in and you can 
see how messed up it  really is. It’s like looking at  a Monet, 
but in reverse. For example:

Everything is about Jesus
 There’s an oft-repeated meme on the 
Internet that  your average vegan cannot 
help but  insert  their dietary piety into 
every conversation. Here’s the cringe-
worthy joke I’ve often heard: How do 
you know if you are talking to a vegan? 
Don’t worry, they’ll tell you. By this 
metric, I guess I have never talked to a 
vegan. I have talked to plenty of stoners, 
though, and the concept is the same. 
They will relate every topic of con-
versation to some great pot  they smoked 
years ago, something that  happened 
when they bought pot once, or an 
experience they had while high on pot.
 Conservative Christian Fundamen-
talists (hereafter called CCFs) are like 
stoners for Jesus. Every interest, every 
conversation, every thought  must link 

back in some way to Jesus, God, or the Bible. This may seem 
like harmless fandom, like the way I seem to be able to relate 
everything that happens in my life to some episode of 
SpongeBob SquarePants, but CCFs let this passion rule every 
decision they make, from what  they watch on TV to who 
they vote for.
 When I was ten, way back in 1985, He-Man and the 
Masters of the Universe was at the height  of its popularity. 
The cartoon was on every afternoon after school and the 
action figures were badass. Unlike the wimpy Star Wars 
figures, the He-Man action figures were huge by comparison, 
with giant swords, even larger muscles, and tiny loin cloths. 
On his first  viewing of the cartoon, my father managed to get 
halfway through before declaring it  satanic and promptly 
banning it. So what was the reason? The muscular yet 
somehow skeletal bad guy gives him bad vibes? Was it the 
magical ghost that  would damn me for eternity? How about 
the homoeroticism of the main character? No, no, and, you 
guessed it, no. Had my father watched more than the first 
five minutes it  is no doubt  these issues would have led to a 
swift  ban hammer coming down to crush my flowering 
vision of human masculinity, but  he couldn’t  make it  that far. 
No, He-Man was exiled from my home because of his catch 
phrase, “I have the power.” “Only Jesus,” my dad declared 
angrily, “has the power.”
 I know what you’re thinking. This hardly seems sinister 
or dangerous. And, as an isolated incident, you may have a 
point. But Jesus infected every single area of our lives. You 
have a book report  for school? Better get  a book from your 
father’s library. Here’s a good one by Jerry Falwell. Your 
school will be teaching evolution? Better homeschool you 
from now on. Every bit  of food had to be blessed, we 
invoked his name every time we got  in the car; pictures and 
paintings of Jesus hung on every wall as a reminder that he is 

Five Harsh Realities of Being Raised 
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always watching us. As a child I was told by my parents that 
their love for Jesus was more important, and greater than, the 
love they felt  for us kids. If you have children of your own, 
think about  that  the next time you put them to bed. Then do 
what I do: hug them tighter and tell them you love them more 
than anything else in the world. And if being told that  an 
invisible Peeping Tom is the only guy who will love you 
unconditionally isn’t  bad enough, life gets infinitely more 
terrifying when you are told that…
There are demons everywhere
 When I was a child I would often imagine that  if I had 
magical glasses that  could see all the invisible demons in the 
world (because demons must be invisible), it  would make a 
walk through a public library look like a field trip to 
downtown Fallujah — literally Hell on Earth. Because if you 
were to ask my parents, that’s what  the ethereal world of 
demons looks like, and it  is all around us. To many CCFs, 
everybody who is not  a true born-again Christian is walking 
around with demons hanging off of them like ornaments on 
Beelzebub’s Christmas tree. There are demons for 
everything, too. Demons of lust and fornication are major 
players, but don’t forget the D-list  little devils like the demon 
of nail biting and the demon of knuckle cracking. Better not 
high-five anyone while you’re at  it either. Many CCFs 
believe in transference of demons by physical contact. That 
weird coworker who won’t shake your hand because he says 
he’s a germaphobe might  just  be afraid of getting your demon 
of nose picking. 
 When my first  daughter was born my mother-in-law (at 
the time) refused to hold her because I had named her Elora 
Danan, after the baby from the 1988 movie Willow. 
According to her logic, Willow was a satanic movie and she 
was worried about getting my newborn daughter’s demons 
that, like rats on the Titanic, apparently hitched a ride on her 
name. 
 But  demon influence doesn’t end with people you can 
physically touch. Demons are in everything that  is not 
ordained by the church. The secular world is one big orgy of 
evil spirits whose one goal in their eternal life is to find any 
way into the lives of children. According to Phil Phillips, 
uber-Christian and author of the insanely paranoid book 
Turmoil in the Toy Box, He-Man, Voltron, and Care Bears 
(just  to name a few) are the Devil’s High Occupancy Vehicle 
lane to our kid’s souls. No cartoon is too innocuous to escape 
denunciation. When my parents banished the Smurfs, it  was 
at  the insistence that  the word “smurf” was a Turkish word 
that meant “little blue demon,” and Gargamel and Azriel 
were Hebrew names for demonic figures in the Bible. 
Admittedly, it  was harder in the 80s to fact  check, but  a 
cursory glance through Google indicates that “smurf” is a 
corruption of the word Schtroumpf, a nonsensical French 
word, and Azriel, although Hebrew in origin, means “The 
Help of God.” Hardly a demonic-sounding name at all. Oh, 
and Gargamel? A masculinization of the name Gargamelle, a 
character in a 16th century book by Francois Rabelais. 
Neither Gargamel nor Azriel are even mentioned in the Bible. 
But  what  real harm can these demons do to children, apart 
from acting like a goateed Jiminy Cricket from a mirror 
universe, whispering bad thoughts into virgin ears? Nothing 
unless you believe that…

Magic is real
 This is a tough one to swallow, folks. This is the 
revelation that  usually elicits the most  incredulous looks and 
disbelieving sneers. I can see you right now, your hands on 
your hips, lips pursed to the side, one eye half closed. You 
have just  put on your “skepticles” and you think I’m 
bullshitting you now. Well, my friends, if you don’t believe 
me, look up an artist  by the name of Jack Chick. You’ve 
probably seen his miniature comics, the Chick Tracts, sitting 
on grocery store shelves, littered there by some well-meaning 
Christian who hopes it might  lead someone to the Lord. 
“This Was Your Life” is by far his most  popular. It  is a comic 
strip that recounts the life of a sinner who has died and gone 
to face the judgment of God and is forced to watch as the 
Almighty replays all the nasty stuff he’s done in his time on 
Earth, including one time when he watched a woman walk 
down the street and thought to himself, “Mmmm, Nice!” 

 I hope the good Lord has plenty of popcorn when my 
movie is played. It’ll be a doozy. As hilariously out-of-touch 
as that particular comic is, it  is nothing compared to the one 
titled “Dark Dungeons.” In that track, an innocent-looking 
pony-tailed girl named Debbie becomes hooked on playing 
Dungeons and Dragons. In her Dungeons and Dragons group 
she learns how to cast fireballs and mind control spells. She 
is inducted into a satanic witch’s coven, and loses the 
mundane name of Debbie, taking on the fabulous alias 
Elfstar.
 Now, when I say that  Debbie, or Elfstar, learns to cast  
fireballs and mind control spells, I’m not talking about  in the 
game. She learns to cast  them in real life, because that’s the 
danger of Dungeons and Dragons, folks. You will learn how 
to really cast spells. And this Chick crackpot  isn’t  some 
statistical outlier, either. My dad’s revival seminars were full 
of young men who were all too eager to share their 
harrowing experiences in the grip of pen and paper role- 
playing games, each of whom had experiences similar to 
poor Elfstar — I mean, Debbie. I cannot recall as a kid 
believing in anything as prominently satanic, as preeminently 
wicked and hellish, as Dungeons and Dragons. I could not 
understand how anyone could allow this product to be 
manufactured and sold. Could the world really not  see how 
malevolent it was?
 I was an adult  when Harry Potter books became popular. 
During my Young Adult Fiction class in college the 
discussion of The Sorcerer’s Stone turned to the question of 
how does one convince religious people that Harry Potter is 
not evil? “Tell them that Harry is a good guy!” “Yeah, he 
uses his magic for good!” I argued that it was no use trying, 



because you are dealing with people who literally believe 
that kids will learn how to cast  spells and turn to witchcraft. 
This, they argue, is the Devil’s back door into your child’s 
private life. This is Satan’s gateway drug, his marijuana. 
Hook ‘em on something that seems tame and even good, but 
it eventually leads them down the path of Satan worship and 
witch’s covens. Then they are on their way to conjuring 
demons at  will and sacrificing babies on the altar of the 
Angel of Darkness. I wish that was hyperbole.
 If my childhood seems dark and bleak, it  was. You don’t  
exercise that much control over a child’s actions and thoughts 
by taking a feel-good approach to religion. The only way to 
dominate a child’s life so thoroughly is to immerse them in 
a…
Culture of Fear
 I was raised to be afraid of everything that was not of the 
Bible. If it is secular, it  is a potential vehicle for Satan. This 
cultivated fear became such a perennial component  of my 
character that  I still struggle to this day to rid myself of its 
specter, but, like an annoying sitcom neighbor, it’s never 
gone for long and will come busting through the door at  the 
most inopportune times.
 When we were little, my sisters and I had been 
threatened with eternal damnation to Hell so often it  became 
our catch phrase. If I saw one of them doing something 
wrong I would gleefully inform them that they were 
definitely going to hell. I would say loudly, “You’re going to 
Hell!” My sisters would yell back, “Nu-uh, you’re going to 
Hell!” There was a “heated” back and forth until one of us 
would finally give up the debate.
 The threat  of being cast into the Lake of Fire as a sinner 
was a potent bluff. Especially when damn near everything 
could damn you to an existence of endless torment. The list 
of wicked things was almost as infinite as the afterlife. 
School dances were out of the question. 
 I remember being forced to hide in my parent’s bedroom 
on Halloween with all the lights off reading the Bible by 
candlelight, because to give candy to trick-or-treaters was to 
glorify the Devil.
 My parents heard satanic lyrics in Smells Like Teen 
Spirit. Theaters playing the movie Ghostbusters became 
terrorized by demons. Care Bears brought the wickedness of 
happiness without Jesus to children everywhere. Something 
was wrong with Rainbow Bright. I don’t even remember 
what anymore. People who smoked cigarettes or had tattoos 
were going to Hell. MTV, video games, Transformers — all 
satanic. 
 I distinctly remember my mother telling me that if 
Walter Mondale  won the presidency, he would send children 
to live at school and we would only be allowed to come 
home on the weekends. I prayed furiously for Ronald 
Reagan to win. I don’t think I ever prayed so hard for 
anything in my life.
 Hell was, for my parents, the greatest  parenting tool in 
their arsenal. Fear would keep us in line. Fear would hold us 
on the right path. Fear would save us from the outside world. 
Which brings me to my final point, which is…
People on the outside can’t tell
 Being a preacher wasn’t  my father’s only profession 
when I was growing up. Sometimes he would take on the 

dreaded secular job when preaching wasn’t paying the bills. 
He occasionally worked as an insurance salesman or retail 
and fast food manager. I would sometimes go to visit  him at 
work. I would wait in the lobby of the Burger King or 
Kentucky Fried Chicken and wait  for his shift to end. It 
astounded me that he wouldn’t  preach to his employees. He 
didn’t talk about  Jesus with his bosses. The people in the 
outside world were completely unaware of my family’s 
extreme beliefs. 
 As I got  older, I came to realize that even many members 
of the church’s congregation didn’t  know the extent  of his 
fervor. Some did, of course. The church leaders. The visiting 
pastors. The revival speakers. They were kindred spirits. 
They knew it. They fostered it. They cultivated it.
 This is what I believe is so sinister and deceptive about 
the Conservative Fundamentalist  brand of Christianity. They 
know how to hide it  from people. They are completely self-
aware enough to know that their views are not  exactly 
mainstream, so they keep quiet  about  them outside of their 
specialized circles of fellow believers. This stifles any 
critique or criticism of their belief. It  eliminates the need for 
any self-reflection or critical thinking. We lived in a self-
contained universe without  dissent that thrived on fear, 
shame, and coerced fidelity to an angry, malicious, and 
vengeful god. The parallels that this belief system has with 
the organization and thought processes of adherents to radical 
Islam are striking. And that is truly terrifying.                      t

About the  author: Timothy Brumbaugh is a native of 
southern California, but has called many places home 
while serving in the United States Army. It was during 
that time when he abandoned religion in favor of 
skepticism and freethought.  
 Brumbaugh is currently working as an educator in 
the Texas public school system. When he is not teaching 
English to high school students he enjoys scuba diving, 
archery, playing video games, and writing. 



The Life and Legacy of Cleo Fellers Kocol 
by Margaret Downey

We will all die. When our life is coming 
to an end, few of us will face that fact 
with as much dignity and grace as Cleo 
Fellers Kocol. When she received the 
terrible news about her medical con-
dition, Cleo picked up the phone and 
called many of her friends. I was very 
honored to be one of those friends. We 
talked about  what she wanted as her 
legacy and I confirmed that  I would do 
everything I could to make sure her 
work would be remembered, and that 
her passion for freedom of thought 
would carry on through the Freethought 
Society. I hope to convey the essence of 
Cleo’s character in this article, and to 
honor her in a way that  would make her 
proud.
 Cleo was born in Ohio, but also 
lived in California, Nevada, New Jersey, 
Virginia, and the state of Washington.  
She was married to health physicist  and 
freethought  advocate Hank Kocol. He 
died in 2013 during their residency in 
Washington. 
 Among Cleo’s many awards for fiction and nonfiction 
writing is a Grand Prize in 2003 in the Artists Embassy 
International Dancing Poetry contest. Her poetry was set to 
music and performed as a dance at  the Palace of the Legion 
of Honor in San Francisco.  
 Cleo was a feminist  all her life, but  long ago she did not 
realize that  there was an actual name for her philosophy.  She 
began reading about feminism in the 1960s and became an 
activist  in the 1970s. She did all the traditional and non-
traditional actions — writing letters and articles, lobbying 
legislators, marching, picketing, and participating in non-
violent civil disobedience. In the course of her activities, she 
worked at times with Gina Allen, Gloria Steinem, and 
Sonia Johnson. Cleo was proud to say that  she also met 
Betty Friedan. Pursuing women’s equality became a 
personal mandate. The dedication of women, working so 
hard for the rights of all women, cannot  be overstated even 
today, and Cleo would want all readers to continue this quest. 
 Heroines was Cleo's first  one-woman show. It  was  
debuted at  Massachusetts Institute of Technology at a 
national meeting of the American Humanist Association.  
That  was the beginning of many more presentations 
throughout the country including New York, Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, Seattle, Columbus, Cocoa Beach, Phoenix and 
Anchorage. Other shows she wrote and performed were Bus 
to the White House, and A Celebration of Women’s Work. 
Cleo was also commissioned by the U.S. Navy at Bremerton, 
Washington to write and perform a show featuring Grace 
Hopper, who was the first  woman commodore in the U.S. 
Navy.
 In the course of her travels in China, in 1986 when the 
vast  population still traveled by bicycle, she lectured at 

Guangxi Teachers College in Guilin, 
China.  
 On safari in Africa she could have 
reached out and touched the elephants 
and lions that routinely wandered 
through camp. In Egypt, Cleo was 
proud to have had her photograph 
taken below the only existing authentic 
carving of Cleopatra VII.  
 She had similar life-changing ex-
periences in Europe, Russia, the 
Mideast, South America, Australia, 
and New Zealand. Cleo delighted in 
visiting tropical places such as Tahiti 
and the Hawaiian Islands.   
 Cleo’s talks about extraordinary 
figures in American and world history 
were well-attended and very popular. 
She spoke about Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, Dolly Madison, 
Margaret Mitchell, John F. Kennedy, 
also Jackie  Kennedy, as well as Frank 
Sinatra, Marilyn Monroe, the Rat 
Pack, and Mexico’s Maximilian and 
Carlotta.  

 Cleo taught creative writing at  Nathan Hale High School 
in Seattle, the Vocational/Technical Institute in Bellevue, 
Washington, and through the Renaissance Society at the 
University of California at Sacramento. At  various venues 
she also conducted poetry workshops.  
 Cleo was the recipient of many awards. Her work can be 
found in journals and chapbooks; her novels are available on 
Amazon.com.
 In the 1980s Cleo performed three women’s history 
shows that she wrote. In each of the plays she portrayed 
many different women, some of whom represented a period 
of time, and others who lived and died furthering freethought 
and/or women’s rights. 
 In 2015 Cleo created a play about her hero, Jefferson, In 
that play, My Thomas Jefferson, she performed to standing 
ovations. 
 Cleo’s memoir, The Last Aloha, spotlights Death With 
Dignity, Freethought, Women’s Rights, travel behind the Iron 
and Bamboo Curtains and other exotic trips. Her dialog in the 
book spreads freethought in conversations worldwide.  
 Over the years, Cleo served on the board of the American 
Humanist  Association (AHA) and Atheist  Alliance 
International. In 1988, Cleo was named the AHA’s 
“Humanist Heroine.”
 For over two years, her poetry column appeared in the 
Sacramento Bee, a popular northern California newspaper.  
She also wrote a regular column in The Humanist Magazine.
 Throughout  the years, Cleo submitted wonderful poetry 
to The Freethought Society News and specified that the 
editorial team could reprint  them as needed. She was 
generous with her work and shared often. We will print  her 
poetry in upcoming publications as room permits.                t

Cleo Fellers Kocol died peacefully on 
July 5, 2016 in her Roseville, California 

home from complications related to a 
rare autoimmune disease. She was only 

6 months from turning 90. 
The above photo of Cleo was taken in 

her early 80s.



Thomas Paine 
Memorial  

Committee 
 Volunteers assist 

with various events & 
projects promoting  
Founding Father 
Thomas Paine. 

Period dress may be 
required! (We provide 

the costumes. You 
provide the history. 

It’s Fun!) 
Email Volunteers@ 

FtSociety.org 
610-793-2737  
610-357-9432 

Diversity  
Outreach  

Coordinator 
Activist wanted 

to develop programs 
to appeal to  

minorities & others 
underrepresented in 

our movement.  
R U this person! 

Contact us at 
Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 
610-793-2737  
610-357-9432 

The 
Tree of Knowledge/

Winter Display 
Volunteers  

Promote & Organize 
display opportunities 

for this Unique & 
Popular (& growing 
evermore Popular!) 

Secular Holiday  
Display! 
Call us at  

610-793-2737  
610-357-9432 

Or email 
Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 

Jump  
Into the Jean Pool/ 

Sole Searchers 
Energetic Volunteer 

to Coordinate the  
collection of jeans, 
socks, shoes, other 

clothing & toiletries 
for the homeless. 
Vehicle may be  

required. 
Call 610-793-2737  

610-357-9432 
Email Volunteers@ 

FtSociety.org 

Speakers Bureau 
& Monthly Meeting 

Coordinators 
Volunteers seek out, 

mentor and 
promote qualified 

speakers for  
Freethought Society 
meetings and Special 
Events & gatherings. 
Arrange for meeting 

spaces, schedule 
speakers, help pro-
mote and encourage 

topics and attendance. 
Speak up! Speak out!

Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 
610-793-2737  
610-357-9432 

 
Community  

Outreach 
People person  
volunteer to  

search out & locate 
tabling opportunities 

to promote the  
Freethought Society 
& Freethought ideas 
at events, gatherings, 

conventions, etc.  
Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 
610-793-2737  
610-357-9432 

 
Helping Hands 

Reaching out to those 
in our community 
Seniors and others, 

trips to doctors,  
market, possibly 

more. Car required. 
610-793-2737,  

610-357-9432, or 
Volunteers 

@FtSociety.org 

Free Speech Zone 
Advocates 

Individuals with 
OOMPH 
to secure,  

implement and  
promote nontheist  
and freethought 

displays in public 
venues. 

Volunteers call 
610-793-2737 or 
610-357-9432, or 

email Volunteers@ 
FtSociety.org 

 
Membership &  

Supporters  
Support 

Volunteers connect 
with current members 

and supporters  
as well as  

possible new  
supporters. 

Fundraising and 
Grant Writing 
experience a + 

Contact for more 
details: Volunteers@  

FtSociety.org 
610-793-2737 or  

610-357-9432 

Meetup Committee 
Organizer 

Volunteer needed to 
improve online com-
munications and or-
ganize FS Meetups. 
Contact for details. 

Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 

610-793-2737 or  
610-357-9432 

 
Ezine Editors 

Be part of the ezine 
team. Write, edit, & 
proofread the ezine. 

Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org for 

more details. 
 

Media &  
Public Relations  

Coordinators 
If you have the skills 

we have the need. 
Volunteer to write 
press releases and 

help coordinate with 
media, newspapers, 

magazines, etc. 
Send us a sample. 

Volunteers@  
FtSociety.org 

Special Events Specialist 
Are you simply the best?  
Do you have the moves? 

Do people say you can put together any-
thing? Then give us a call! 

We’re looking for someone who’s  
the best at coordinating interesting,  

educational, & unique nontheist events.  
If you have what it takes  

give us an  
F-R-E-E-T-H-O-U-G-H-T! 

 
 

Email Volunteers@FtSociety.org 
Phone 610-793-2737 (office) 

or 610-357-9432 (mobile) 

Anti-Discrimination Support Network 
Volunteers needed to help build and  

maintain the Openly Secular & the Secular  
Coalition for America discrimination  

databases. Telecommute position. 
 
 

Anti-Discrimination Educational Speakers 
Opportunities for enthusiastic individuals  

to explain nontheism in classroom  
settings, Grade School to College age.  

Guided scripts will be provided,  
printed material to distribute, more.  

 
 

Phone 610-793-2737 or 610-357-9432 or 
email Volunteers@FtSociety.org 

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME 

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME 

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME 

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME 

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME 



Organizations, charities, and groups 
abound that need help to serve their 
causes, and each day they often go 
wanting for volunteers to fill their 
needs and the needs of the comm-
unity. There are 71,637 nonprofits 
and charities registered with Guide-
Star in my home state of Pennsyl-
vania. Guide-Star is a national 
database of nonprofit  organizations. 
Nationally, the number of nonprofit 
organizations is over 1.8 million. 
The City of Philadelphia has nearly 
9,500 in the database.
 The county I live in, just  south 
of Philadelphia, has about 125 
registered nonprofits. And even my 
little town of about 4,000 people 
has — much to my surprise — 16 
nonprofits. Many of these organi-
zations are churches, mosques, 
synagogues, temples or religiously- 
affiliated. Many are not  501(c)3 tax-deductible public 
charities (and have no rating), but even allowing for this the 
number of volunteering opportunities for all nonprofits is 
much greater because many groups that operate thanks to 
volunteers simply are not registered. Those that  are 
registered often have more than just one need.
 “People don’t volunteer because in many cases they’re 
overextended,” says Dr. Paula Ciccarone, a psychologist 
practicing in the Chicago area. “People have scheduled their 
lives so intensely that they don’t make time to help in the 
community, to do things outside their family.”
 Research confirms Dr. Ciccarone’s view. Numerous 
surveys indicate time constraints are the number one reason 
people are volunteering less, up to a third less than a decade 
ago. Nearly two-thirds of those polled said they were too 
busy to volunteer. Other top reasons are bad health, fear of 
having to commit  too much time, and insecurity about their 
skills and fear of failing at  the task. Reasons further down the 
list include previous bad volunteer experience; the job 
doesn’t sound exciting; the organization is too controversial; 
don’t  want to be political or rock the boat; not interested in 
the group’s mission or too emotional about the issue; don’t 
think their involvement  will change anything; overwhelmed 
by the scope of the problem; fear of real or perceived danger; 
and, oddly enough, no one asked them. Conversely, of those 
who do volunteer, roughly 50 percent did so because 
someone asked them.
 In a survey on volunteering by the Institute for Public 
Policy and Social Research at Michigan State University, the 
results show people under age 35 and over age 54 are less 
likely to volunteer. Caucasians volunteer more (44 percent) 
than African Americans (20 percent). As household income 
and education level increase, volunteerism tends to increase.
 The reasons and studies confirm Maslow’s Theory. 
Abraham Maslow, the father of Humanistic Psychology, also 

stated humans have the unique 
ability to make choices and 
exercise free will. His studies led 
him to conclude that  people have 
certain needs that  are unchanging 
and genetic in origin. These needs 
are the same in all cultures and are 
both physiological and psycho-
logical, and that  some needs are 
more basic or more powerful than 
others. As these needs are satisfied, 
other higher needs emerge.
 According to Maslow, there are 
five need levels. Physical (food, 
water, air, sleep, sex) and safety 
(shelter, safe from danger, sense of 
fairness, stability, and security) are 
the first two basic levels. Social 
(friends, belonging, relationships 
love), esteem (self-respect, respect 
from others, acceptance, prestige, 
status), and self-actualization 

(using one's talents, reaching potential, or, to quote the Army, 
to be all that  you can be) are the three growth levels that 
follow.
 Maslow stated that people are motivated by the lowest 
level of unmet  need, so when one need is met it  no longer is 
motivating and the next level motivates to action. When 
basic levels aren’t met, people don't  volunteer. Yet 
volunteering has its benefits, not only to the group and  
people you help, but to the volunteer as well.
 “Studies have shown that volunteering can be an 
effective stress management technique, which can also 
contribute to better physical health,” Dr. Ciccarone said. 
“Being active, being involved in the greater community, can 
help reduce stress, anxiety and depression.”
 Volunteering also doesn’t  have to be a long-term 
commitment. Engagements can be as little as a few hours, a 
few days, or ongoing. It  depends on the need, which varies 
by organization and season. And what  you volunteer for can 
be fun, serious, or both, depending on what you want. 
Sometimes doing less in your own life and looking at  the 
broader picture will help get you more than you realize, says 
Dr. Ciccarone.
 “Knowing that  you are part  of, and taking part  in, the 
community,” she says, “benefits everyone.”                         t

Why We Don’t Volunteer and Why We Should
by Tom Melchiorre

About the author: Tom Melchiorre is a freelance writer 
and editor. He is the owner of Write Edit Publish! He is 
the former editor of, designer of, and contributor to 
several nontheist magazines. Melchiorre has written and 
edited for the U.S. government, two newspapers, national 
and international businesses and nonprofit organizations. 
He has also worked with and mentored individuals, 
including several who have become prominent members 
in the atheist movement.





September 26
The Freethought Society (FS) 
is pleased to host  presenter and 
author Fernando Alcántar on 
Monday , September 26 , 
2016. His free and open-to-
the-public presentation is 
entitled “To the Cross and 
Back” and is based upon his 
book.
 The program starts at 7:00 
PM, in the community room at 
the Ludington Library 
located at  5 South Bryn 
Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania. A SEPTA stop 
is located across the street from the library.
 In his presentation, Alcántar will take the audience on a 
journey of discovery, analyzing the cultural barriers and 
psychological consequences of organized religion which lead 
to bigotry, prejudice, and harm. Through his personal 
story ascending up the ranks of Christian leadership in North 
America, Alcántar will flesh out the systematic insti-
tutionalization of a religious system that promotes the 
withering of critical thinking, homogenization of cultural 
values, and the promotion of attacks on minority commu-
nities, such as the LGBT and ethnic populations.
 Alcántar is a former denominational state leader for the 
Foursquare Church in Mexico, the United Methodist Church 
in the United States, and missionary leader for Azusa Pacific 
University, the second largest evangelical college in the 
nation. 
October 7-9
There is no scheduled FS meeting this month. Instead, 
readers are encouraged to attend the 39th annual conference 
of The Freedom From Religion Foundation, being held in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 The convention will take place at  the Wyndham Grand 
(600 Commonwealth Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222). Reserve 
online at: 

https://aws.passkey.com/event/11405889/owner/2945954/
home

 Room rates for FFRF guests are $159 single or double 
occupancy. Phone reservations can also be made at: 
412-391-4600 (direct) or 888-317-0197 (toll-free). Refer to 
the group name “Freedom From Religion Foundation” to 
receive the guest rate. The cut-off date to reserve rooms is 
September 12, 2016. Downtown Pittsburgh is known for its 
striking and varied architecture, notable restaurants and 
cultural amenities.
 Speakers include cognitive scientist  Daniel Dennett, 
award-winning author Susan Jacoby, biology professor 
Jerry Coyne and theoretical physicist Lawrence Krauss.

November
There is no in-person FS meeting scheduled for the month of 
November 2016. It  is estimated that people spend 
approximately 5-6 hours attending a 2-hour meeting (time 
includes travel and miscellaneous activities related to 
attendance). Given that  FS in in need of help with the Tree of 
Knowledge Ornament Project, we are asking readers to take 
time, in the comfort  of their home, to be of assistance. FS is 
building a Tree of Knowledge book cover database. Please 
scan the front  cover of your favorite freethought-themed 
books and send the scans to: Margaret@FtSociety.org
 In the subject line of your email, please state “ToK 
Ornament Project.” Please only send a few scans at a time to 
avoid the email bouncing due to the size of the attachments. 
When naming the scan, please use the title of the book, the 
author’s name, or both. With your help, FS will be able to 
provide a wide variety of ornaments to individuals and 
groups who are placing a Tree of Knowledge in their homes 
or on public display. Thanks in advance for your assistance.
December 4
The FS and the Ethical Humanist  Society of Philadelphia 
(EHSP) invite you to the installation of the 2016 Philadelphia 
Tree of Knowledge (ToK).
 The ToK will be decorated as a group effort  immediately 
following the EHSP platform on Sunday, December 4, 
2016. Hugh Taft-Morales will be the platform speaker. 
 The 11:00 AM free and open-to-the-public platform 
takes place in the The Ethical Society Building, located at 
1906 Rittenhouse  Sq., 
Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.
 Attendees are en-
couraged to bring two 
color copies of the front 
cover of their favorite 
book so that  an orna-
ment can be made for 
either use on the 2016 
tree or for their own 
home display. 
 Margaret Downey 
(FS president) will be 
making the ornaments 
at  1:00 PM in the 
upstairs meeting room 
at the EHSP building.
 Volunteers are needed 
to assist in creating new 
ornaments which will 
help FS improve the 
diversity of the ToK 
ornament selection. 
 Ornaments will be 
available for purchase.

The Freethought Society’s 
2016 Four-Month Activities Calendar
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The Freethought Society (FS) promotes freedom of thought, expression and choice. FS also advocates separation of religion 
and government. FS publishes The Freethought Society News every other month. The publication is delivered as an ezine via 
email and is complimentary to supporters, donors, like-minded individuals and those who are interested in learning more 
about freedom of thought. 
     Monthly events take place in many locations across the United States, with emphasis in the tri-state area of Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, New Jersey as well as Southern California. FS activities and services depend on financial contributions from 
supporters. Funds may be sent using this form or via the FS website (www.FtSociety.org/donate/). All contributions to FS are 
tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law (Tax ID Number: 23-2738574). Please donate generously.
Yes! I want to:
(  ) become a supporter / renew support of FS (Please enclose checks payable to the Freethought Society): 
      $30 Individual Supporter             $40 Family Supporter             $20 Student            $1,000 Supporter for a Lifetime
(  ) become a “Freethought Star” by setting up an automatic monthly donation to FS from my bank or through
     PayPal in the amount of (circle one): $5   $10   $15   $20   $25   $30   $35   $40   $45   $50   $55  $_____other (per month)
(  ) earmark a donation to (insert project, event or committee name): _____________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________________
(  ) Check here if you prefer your sponsorship to remain anonymous.
FS will send a complimentary ezine (or hard copy upon request) to potential supporters. Please provide contact  information 
for anyone who might be interested in receiving an FS publication.

Name: ______________________________________Email: __________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Freethought Society, P.O. Box 242, Pocopson, PA 19366
This form can be scanned and emailed to: Ezine@FtSociety.org

Volunteer Opportunities Through the Freethought Society
Supporters of the Freethought  Society (FS) often want to do more than just  donate. Listed below are various committees 
organized by FS. The committees are designed to fulfill the mission, goals and vision of FS. We seek to be of assistance to 
nontheists, educate the public about nontheism, and provide social opportunities where like-minded individuals can meet, 
socialize and share ideas. Please see the FS website or contact FS to volunteer at: volunteers@FtSociety.org. 

Anti-Discrimination Educational Committee
(nontheism explained in classroom settings)

Anti-Discrimination Support Network
(assist Secular Coalition for America gathering reports)

Community Outreach
(locate tabling opportunities)

Diversity Outreach Committee
(brainstorming about and developing programs 

to appeal to minorities) 
Free Speech Zone Committee

(research and implement displays in public venues)
Helping Hands

(provides helpers to seniors and in emergency situations)
Jump Into the Jean Pool

(collection of jeans for the homeless)
Meetup Committee

(social events and improving online communications)

Monthly Meeting Coordinators
(schedule and manage speakers and venues)

Secular Celebrations
(develop, organize, and implement 

new nontheist celebrations)
Speakers Bureau

(provide FS a resume, photo and speech subjects/titles)
Special Events

(coordinate interesting and unique nontheist events)
Sole Searching

(collection of athletic shoes for donating to the homeless)
Thomas Paine Memorial Committee

(assist with assemblies, city proclamations, and 
work on themed events)

Tree of Knowledge/Winter Display Committee
(make ornaments, find venues, write articles,

and support the winter symbol concept nationwide)
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